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ANNOUNCEMENT.

During the progress of the College and University Exwninations
e 'Varsz'ty will not be published. A number will be issued contain-
8¢ the results of the Examinations in the three faculties,

POLLICE VERSO.

In the Canada Educational Monthly for October last there ap
Penreq 5 paper by Mr. Geo. Murray, of Montreal, headed ‘Juvenal versus
tiemm?" The writer did not happen to meet with the paper until some
thme after it appeared, and, being struck with its contents, investizated

® matter for himself, and as it is a curiously controverted point, it
way e of interest to your readers. The occasion of the paper relerred to
thas .(zerome’s picture of a fight between a Mirmillo zm('l a ll’e{z'arius, and
ofet}lldea Ot.' Mr. Murray is thet the suggestion of the picture is the d.eath
. e Retiarius. The fallen man appeals to the spectators, and especially
vira_ganel‘y of women, who are spoken of by I'\I;'. M wrray as the vestal
th 8ins, but who appear to us to be the ladies of the imperial household ;

®¥ turn down their thumbs, and the title of the picture is Pollice Verso.
thr. SHurray urges that it the suggestion is the death of the Retiarius

& attitude iy wrong. He claims that pollice wverso, although in that
o’ the Proper title of the picture, does not mean * thumbs down ' but
Vievl;;n. S up.’ He appeals to the following passages in support of his

J}l'renal, Sat. 3, 36.—* Munera nunc edunt, et verso pollice vulgi
mbibet occidunt popularitur,

Pr h_“y', Book 28, chap. 5.—¢ Pollices, cum faveamus, premere etiam
0%erbio jubemur.’
mo, Pllt.ientius contra Symmach, 1097.—¢ Pectusque jacentis virgo
®8ta, jubet converso pollice rumpi.’
e dum Orace, 1 Kpist., 18, 66.—¢ Fautor utroque tuum laudabit pollice

He also refers to Whyte Melville's tale of The Gladiators, and
“Ytton'’s Last Days of Pompeii. The latter dodges the point.

€3¢ quotations, which are well enough known, would certainly
Premg,, Prove that pollicem vertere is the unfuvombl‘e sign ; ‘poléicem
°']0paed‘e.’ the tavomhle._ Mr. Murray points out that '(/hamber.s Eacy-
Canty 1 suh 'uo::e.‘ Gladiator,” Hobhouse’s note on Glad'mtgl:s to 11]1.1st1.';|tc
ROmanW' of Childe Harold, ’Ra:l‘nsuy’s .I{Olllzl.ll Antiguities, Wilkin's
€Xacy] é\nt‘lqumes, and 'liohns .J r.anslatml{ of I.’hn'y, all err in slatm,g
4 mer'y., € Teverse. Smith's Dictionary of Antiquities and Appleton’s

lcan Ellcych)paedia will be found to agree with his own view.
pollic; W, where shall we find what the ancients themselves understood by
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explana”t“‘so? The only passage the writer Las bc‘en able t‘o ﬁml..clearly
kab;, A ory of t.he' attlhlld(.i isin 'Q.umtllmn, Buok' xi., c!nap. ‘3'. £it et ille
ety T4t esse in statuis pacificator solet, qui inclinato wn humerum
It . capite, brachio ab aure protenso, manum infesto pollice extendit.
Person will strike the attitude deseribed he will find his thumb
lc;m)_“‘t’\upright.—-and as this is the nfestus position, it describes
FacCiOI.-%?T.SO, .thaﬁ:, i3, the thumb twrned back. This is the view of
erq, a;‘)t"l.n his (.I}ction'ixry,, who‘ explains the matter thus:  In pollice
gy 08 Studiique significatio—nam faventes premebant, aversantes
Rbesque vertebant retro et subrigebant.
Eq 4‘\001()]“1 also refers to a passage from Apuleius—Vol. I, . 156,
Cleg, MP¥—which secms apposite:  Duobus infimis conclusis digitis
Adul t"”'”’i@’i‘fl‘r?s porrigit et infesto pollice clementsr subridens infit.
at d“f Dosition indjcated, and the position of the thumb is the suine
L noeseribed by Quintilian. ’
Ingg loélznovlus explains the phrase verso pollice by a waving of the
Rupe o “d hands ‘or thumbs over the head. Mr. M wrray mentions
Sign h S Suggestion that the thumb was pointed towards the heart as a
Pregg, - M6 victim was to be stabbed there. We havs seen pollice
It g e;On the other hand, explained as meaning to sheathe the sword.
“tury o %8 to us that the more natural meaning of wertere would be to
W0’ ingtead of to * turn back;’ but we recollect in our days of
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examinations that by a species of muemonies the phrase which seemed
to us more naturally to daevote tlie man ty ¢ down below’ reatly meant
to ‘up above,’ and hence we recollectel the fact. We hope some
gentleman who has looked into the point will give us the benifit of his
investigation and explain, if he can, how verso pollicecould be construed
to mean ‘thunibs down !

With regard to the picture itself, is the suggestion death? The
fight seems to have been a good one. Those who give the signal are
women, and even in their worst days Roman women did not entirely
lose their natural feelings ; the crimes of Agrippina were committed for
her son’s sake; the infamous Julia was good natured althouch sarcastic ;
the mother of Caracalla loved her two vuffian childven. In all ages, in all
times feminine pity has been proverbial ; true, we Lave lLad the petro-
leuses as we have had to-day the Russian nihilistes ; but these were and
are outhursts contrary to the rule of nature, and in the incident of the
picture there was nothing to be gained by needless cruelty, while there
is something repulsive in the very idea that women should desire the
death of the wretch who has been conquered. Ts this disgusting thought
tie suggestion of the picture? Is it true, as the writer has seen it
stated, that the French school believes that pollice verso meant ¢ thumbs
down?’ Can any of your readers give us chapter and verse in support
of that theory ¢ Has the title pollice wverso been applied by mistake ;
and is the Retiarius to be saved ? Possibly some of your readers may be
able to answer these questions. They are not to be despised.  The first
scene of Romeo and Juliet shows what a suggestive part of the human
body is the thumb ; and, as Mr. Murray says, although not now perhaps
of much consequence whether it is turned up or down, it was a good deal
of consequence to the unfortunate gladiator whose life depended on the
sign.

EuRERa.

THE system of distributing registerel letters carried out by our
post office nuthorities is no douht wisely founded on the opinion the
chief officers entertain of the character of the caricrs, Yet in com-
parison with the practice in England, where the carrier brings with him
a book in which to obtain u veceipt, and delivers the letter, our ovrn is
excessively inconvenient,

Tue completion of a century since the publication of the Kritik der
Reinen Vernunft seems a fitting téme for a mark among metaphysical
men,  In 1781, right in the midst of the din of approaching political
revolutions, ¢cime this revolution-worker in the realm of speculation ;
and here, in 1881, we are enjoying the fruits of both revolutions in come
parative peace.  Why should not the philosophic among our waduates
and undergraduates celebrate the era in some way : a little symposium
for instance, abont commencement time ? Auain, in view of the teiror
the ¢ valgar’ commonly exhibit when any then.e they are pleased to
call “metaphysical” is broachel, would it not be well to start some sort
of society for the discussior of such subjests after the pattern of the
Natural Science Association ; enll it ¢ Philosoplical,” ¢ Metaphysical,” or
even ‘ Tianscendental ;’ anything, in fact, to diseourage the coutempt-
uous classte.

Tre Crimson has wisely sall : ¢ Articles on weighty subjects, when
published in a College paper, are compelled for very lack of voom to be
insutlicicut and fragmentary.”  One might add to thes- defects a long
list of charges, including hombass, superficial thought (and that rarely
original), egotism, and cheap sentimentalism. Bt it would be in-
vidious and untrue to say that (according to its lights) the College paper
is worse than any other torm of newspaper.  The Cuckoo is very likely
right (in its prospectns) in holding that the era of leading articles 1s
dead, and the day of the paragraph is at hand.  Certainly abont Exami-
nation time ponderous essays are revolting ; and even the erotic rhymes
of the Crimson ure not to be tolerated,

A curious tale of attempted tyranny is told in this week’s column
of University and College News. Arbitrary rules have been laid down
by professors in all parts of the country ; teachers, with their short-lived
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