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(lant note to inar its faultless harmiony. It ileans an intelleetuali vision that
flashes over ail the heights and depths of being; a vision that sees the whole
universe at a glance, anci is free froni the haze of the past, and the unrealized
vacuitv of the future. The realization of perfection, as thus conceived, is
niani festly impossible for mari.

Yet, is there not a sense iii which the ideal of infinite perfection is not
altogether unattainable? Nay, is there not a sense in which it is attainable
just becauise it is infinite? 'fle ideal of the Greek was a finite id-eal. It
consisted in the 'perfect flexibility, grace anci synîmetry of the body; iii
cl tuire and1 refinement; and in simple devotion to one's own country. Sncbi
an ideal is flot to be despised. It contains in germ the higher ideal of
Christianity, for it is the glory of our' religion that it has absorbed into
itself ail the higher elemients of the ethnie reli gions, and expanded thcm to
iiifinitý'. What the best mninds of Greece conceived to be the truc life of man
Christianity acce pts, but it gives to it a new and higher mceaning. The
Greek was not wrong in attachiug importance to the perfection of the body,
and iii viewing physical training as essential to the production of the efficient
citizen. He was flot wrong in saying that knowledg-e and culture and re-
finement help to lift a man above the grossness of sense. Nor was he wrong
in bis clevotiôn to the state. The weakness of Greek cîviliza.tion lay rather
in this, thatit put culture in place of duty, the if e of refinement for the
if e of thé spirit; and therefore it neyer grasped the prinéiple which enables

man to be a "fellow-worker with God." Not cvery one has by nature a
strong and healtby body, whieh he eau train to flexibility and grace. Not
cvery oYne eau ]ive thé life of the seholar, or throw himisclf untramimeled into
affairs of state. Therefore the civilizationl of Greece, with ail its brilliancy,
raise(l up an impassable barrier between the strong and the weak, the riehl
and the poor, the cultured and the uneultured, bctwecn muaster and slave,
plan and woinan. The very saine people that bias bequeathed to the race
faultless products of art, and that first taught the world the nîleaning of a
1)olitical constitution, 'degradeci !lie sacredness of womianhood, and (lese-
crate(l humanity in "the slave, the scourge, the ehain !- And ail this arose
froml its finite ideal of humiran life-an ideal that was attainable, not by ail
ien, «but only by the f.ew who were privilegecl in birth, iii culture and in the.

possessio 'n of worldly goods. The wisdoni of tbe Greek was, in St. Paul's
îanguage, ",in word, xîot in power." Even. the unliversal benevolence of later
St'oicisim, which in form seems s0 siniilar to the Christian' idea of universal
brotherhood, was in its spirit essentially different; for the Stoie was tainted
vvith a personal pride in bis own righteousncss, and a haughity disdain of
others. -His cosmuopolitanisnm arose ratbcr fr'omn self-isolation, -indiffereuce
an(l conitenlpt than froin love. Cbristianity, on the other baud, strikes at
the moots of aIl self-righte0tusness, by presenting, as wlhat the divine man
iil s (lenan(ls, tbe standard of àbsolute perfection. Thus it breaks (lown
the i iid<lle-'w all1 of partition between Jew andI Gentile, Greek and barbariani,
bond, ancl f ree. Whetber free or in ebains, a man may be the Lord's f ree
mani. The ideal is not bo be found reahized in the princes of this worl,
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