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the Montreal police, which are as yet, sub
judice, but to call attention to the prevalence
of an evil of great and growing magnitude,
whose rootlets seem to permeate every
every department of social and public life.

Those among our readers who can recall
their first experiences in travelling will no
doubt remember how, for a time, it was a
mystery to them that, in the crowded dining-
hall of steamboat or hotel, for instance,
though all were charged the same prices,
some invariably secured the best places and
the most assiduous attentions. If these
favored ones were not at hand when the
gong, sounded, they came in late only to
find eligible seats reserved for them and ob-
sequious waiters ready to take their orders,
while less fortunate fellow-travellers, though
they might have been in such places as they
could secure much earlier, were obliged to
bide their time and content themselves with
less eflicient service rendered, very often,
with scanter courtesy. The same myster-
ious preferences and gradations in the at-
tentions of servants were probably observed
in the handling of baggage and in other
little matters in which the comfort of the
boarder or the passenger depended upon the
willing service of those who, he fondly sup-
posed, were employed and paid to perform
such services for all alike. Under the tute-
lage of some more experienced friend the

- mystery has finally resolved itself into the

simple but expensive process denoted by
the little word * tipping.”

Is there really any difference in kind
between the act of the waiter who, being
employed and paid, or supposed to be, to wait
upon all who are under his care without
partiality or distinction, accepts a small
gratuity with the tacit understanding that
he will give special attention to the giver
and his friends, and that of the detective
who, employed and paid by the city to do
his best for all who require his services, re-
gserves his zeal and best professional skill for
the benefit of clients able and willing to
cross his palm with a gold coin, or stay its
itching with a bank note, and who treats
with cool neglect those unable or unwilling
todo s0? And is not the act of the legis-

" lator who tacitly binds himself, by the ac

ceptance of a pass on the railway, or the
gift of a hundred or five hundred dollars
worth of salable stock, or bonds, or bank
notes, to promote the interests of his bene-
factor at the expense of those of the pub-
lic, in any case that may come up for legis-
lation, a transaction of a very similar kind ?

We are often strangely blind to the
consequences of our own actions. For the
sake of a trifling convenience, ohtained
usually at the expense of others equally en-
titled to it, but not equally able or disposed
to pay a second price for it, we, without
compunction, bribe an official to betray his
trust in what we deem a small matter,
while we would, without hesitation,condemn
to dismiszal or to prison another official for
doing a thing precisely the same in principle
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on a broader scale and for a larger bribe.
In the first case, no less than in the second,
the acceptance of the gift tends not only to
undermine the self-respect, but to blunt or
destroy the sense of duty, of the individual
who yields to the temptation. In each
case the public servant suffers himself to be
placed under obligation to the individual to
whom he stands, or may at any moment be
required to stand, in the relation of an im-
partial arbiter.

Of the many moral evils which are ram-
pant in the state to-day and which threaten
its highest well-being, there is probably
none greater or more dangerous than that
which arises from the ever-recurring be-
trayals of trust for personal gain. The
waiter is bribed in the hotel, the conductor
on the train, the policeman on his
‘“beat,” the juror in court, even the re-
presentative in Parliament. The brib-
ery is not always, perhaps not often,
direct and gross. It is hot generally ad-
mitted to be such by either the giver or the
taker, even to his own conscience. Never-
theless the truth remains that the gifts
whether subtle and under plausible dis-
guise, or open and direct, is given and
taken. The fountaing of private and public
honor are corrupted. The moral tone of
gociety is lowered. The integrity of the
state is impaired. The money of the tax-
payer is misappropriated, and the treasury
of the nation defrauded in a thousand ways,
some of whichk are from time to time
brought to light, while many others, it is
reasonable to infer, may never be detected

While it is wise and necessary to guard
in every proper way, by stringent legisia-
tion and by lynx-eyed scrutiny, against such
practices in civic and national life, it is
evident that these methods of reform do
not go deep enough to touch the root of
the evil. The radical cure, if one is ever
found, must reach the national conscience,
and through it elevate the national sense of
honor. To the thoughtful it must often
seem strange that a man, be he a public
servant of lower rank accepting a “« tip,”
or a member of Parliament pocketing a
railway pass, who as a private individual
would scorn to accept a free gift from the
hand of the charitable, can allow his sense
of what is proper and right to be so eagily
befogged by specious excuses when the gift
comes to him ina public or quasi-public
capacity. And yet what can we expect
from those in lower positions, when it ig
stated in the public press, without contra-
diction, that the members of the Dominion
Parliament who do not travel on free passes
given by the railway companies can be count.
e(fi on one’s fingers without using all the
digits, and when a Cabinet Minister can
stand up il:l Parliament and declare that Le
se(.as. nothing wrong in the giving and re.
ceiving for the benefit of hig political party,
of large sums of money from a Governmen-
ta.d contractor ¥ The giving and taking of
gifts were, ages ago, denounced a8 the chief
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agencies in perverting justice and de;ﬂ:z::f
morality in Oriental monarchies. sicio\“
not great danger that the same f;und"
practices are no less undermining the cies
dations of stability in Western demo™
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