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'\ occupying so supreme a place in the eyes of
the average young man in both town and
country, when choosing his life-work,

~ would be an inestimable boon not only to
the individuals but to the nation. If &
larger proportion of such young men could
be taught to put a lower estimate upon
mere wealth, and a higher one upon a
simple competence with usefulness, in-
telligence, and true refinement; if they
could be brought to realize with Horace that
the happiest man is he on whom the gods
beatow with sparing hand only what is
sufficient for his reasonable wants; and

_ if, on the other hand, the conditions of life

on the fruitful farm, and in other rural
occupations, could be ameliorated, by being
made less toilsome and less barren of gocial
and intellectual pleasures, there is no doubt
that thousands could find in Oanadian coun-
try life sources of true comfort and enjoy-
ment far surpassing those which fall to the
lot of the great majority of those whose
time and energies are all absorbed in the
exhausting struggle for wealth and posi-
tion. The most effective agency for accom-
plishing this reform is unquestionably a
right education. By this we mean not so
much learning as culture—not simply the
practical training which is given in the
technical and agricultural schools and
colleges, though this is indispensable, but
that education which develops a tacte for
the delights of science and literature and
philosophy, thus giving to the mind sources
of pleasure to which it can constantly turn,
and which are to a great extent independen®
of outward circumstance,

With regard to the other great draw-
back of country life, the dearth of oppor-
tunity for social enjoyments, it has always
seemed to us that our farmers make a
mistake in not adopting to a much greater
extent the plan of living in villages, instead
of isolating themselves in their lonely farm
houses. We have no doubt that as the coun-
try grows older this plan will be adopted to a
larger extent. One of the chief hindrances,
hitherto, has been the want of good roads,
especially at the seasons of the year when
the most undivided attention has to be

. giveny to the farm. The movement which
is now making such salutary progress for

~ the improvement of the roads and of means
of communication in the country districts
will, it can scarcely be doubted, 80 commend
itself to the practical good sense of the
dwellers in the country that benefits, social
a8 well as pecuniary, hitherto unknown,
will in the not distant future make country
life far more attractive than it has hitherto
been.
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One English judge has held that if a
Wwoman spend her own money in supplying
necessaries to her household, it is not to
be regarded as money advanced to her
husband, in the absence of a definite en-
gagement to repay it on his part. Anoth-
er holds that it husband and wife invest
money made by them in their joint busl-
ness in their joint names, the husband alone
can use the income as he pleases.
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ROYAL SOCIETY OF CANADA.

DR. BOURINOT'S AI'DRESS ON CANADIAN INTELLEC-
' TUAL DEVELOPMENT.

The twelfth meeting of the Royal Soci-
ety of Canada since its foundation by the
Marquis of Lorne in 1891, was held in the
Parliament building at Ottawa, in the
week commencing on Monday, May 22nd,
and closed on the succeeding Friday. The
p:ozramme compilsed claborate essays
and monographs on the various historical,
literary and scientific subjects, to which
the Society has specially devoted itsell.
Among the contributors were Sir. W. Daw-
son, Abbe Laflamme, Dr. Bourlnot, Mr.
Whiteaves, Mr. Lambe, Lieutenant-Goven-
ors Royal and Schualtz, Dr. Withrow, Rev.
F. E. J. Lloyd, Mr. Matthew, Mr. James
Fletcher, Mr. W, Harrington, Dr. Ellis, M.
Fauchsr de Saint-Maurice, Abbe, Go:selin,
Mr. Dionne, M. Decelles, besides a number
of other members and non-members,
as It is the wise practice of the Soci-
ety to encourage contributions from all
literary and acientific sources. In the
course of the meeting Dr. Kingsford gave
a. scholarly paper, iu memoriam, on the
late Sir Danlel Wilson, one of the original
fellows, and Sir James Grant followed with
a similar essay on the late Mr. Gisborne,
also & member. Among the papers of the
English literary section, 'we notice that
a contributor to The Week, the Rev. Mr.
Lloyd, of Charlottetown, P. E. Island, has
written Annals of that interesting section
of the Dominion, which will appear in
due course in the Transactionsand in sep-
arate form. In wpublishing these local

- historjes with maps and lustrations, the

Royal Society is doing a most useful work
for Canada.

Prof. Ramsay Wright, of Toronto Uni-
versity, delivered during the week, a most
valuable lecture on ‘““The Natural History
of Cholera,” in accordance with the pl:in
recently adopted by the Society of hav-
ing one of {ts members contribute a popu-
lar science essay on some practical subject
of the day. The President, Dr. Bourinot,
C. M. G., gave an elaborate address om *“‘Our
Intellectual Strength and Weakness,”
of wlich we have obtained an abstract,
as the subject is one of special interest to
our readers.

Dr. Bourinot commenced by citing some
remarks from a brilliant address made be-
fore Harvard Unlversity by James Russell
T.owell, in which he took occasion to warn
his audience against the tendemcy of a
prosperous democracy towards an over-
weening confidence In itself and in its
home-made methods, an overestimate of
material success and a corresponding in-
difference to the things of the mind.
success of a nation should not be measured
by the number of acres under tillage, or
bushels of wheat exported ; or, as a Can-
adian reading the newspaper accounts of
our exhibit at the World's Fair, might
add, by the weight of a big cheese. The
real value of a country must be weighed
in seales more delicate than the balance
of trade. The measure of a nation’s true
guccess, 18 the amount it has contributed
to the thought, the moral energy, the
intellectual happiness, the spiritual hope,
and . the consolatiom of mankind.

The lecturer then went on to review

some of the most salient features of the

intellectual progress of Canada since the
days Canada entered on its career of com-
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petition in the civilization bf this 60"‘3’;
ent. So iar, there are three well-qeflst
eras of development in the history O., 1
Dominion. TFirst, ‘there was the e”;; e
French Canadian occupation, Which e
in many respects its heroic and pletdresd®
features. Then after the cession Of };M' “o tlop
France to England came the era of po N 5
calland constitutional gtruggle fOT ¥ nie
measure of public liberty, w 5
ended in the establishment of !'GSI:"”‘ .
sible government about half & "fe”h ; '
ago Then we have that erd W,&
dates from  the Confederatlon
era of which the first quar’ ...
a century has only passed, of whichk th‘*
signs are still full of promise, despitf P | tiay
predictions of gloomy thinkers, ; :
dians remain true to themselves an e
the future with the same courage and N f
fidence that have distinguished the P%C,
. In the daring ventures of Marquét "
Joliet, LaRalle and Tonty, in the sntel'ﬂ;’j of
pose of Frontemac, in the tar-reat aﬁf
plans of La Galissoniere, in the milt 1
genius of Montcalm, the historia? b E e
these later times has at his command m,ﬁ_‘, R
atiractive materials for his pen. B“fw_“‘}l‘ R
cannot expect to find the signs of oFid AR
al intellectual development among & iﬁb :
ple where there was not & single pri? it
press, where local ireedom of f» B8
and action was repressed by a PAY lﬂ'
absolutism, where the struggle 0% "y
was very bitter up to the last hoﬂ,?’,ﬁ
French supremacy, in a country eons e
ly exposed to war, and too often neg bi’ i
ed by a king, who thought more of AR
¢

mistresses than of his harassed and )
tient subjeets across the seas. Yet, of
memorable period of our history—day ath'i
heroic struggle in many ways—was ¢ o
inspiring influence of a large amod® Jof
literature which we, in these times, ﬂnoiﬂ{"‘
the deepest interest from & histori 1 t!!""‘

of view. The English colonles durinf .o

same perlod, cannot present us with Th
books which, for faithful narrative o [ Ve,
cellence of style, can at all 60 ¢ Ty,
with those of Champlain, L’E:scau,rls'otn-we hwlt_;
gard, Potherie, Boucher, Le Clercdr et uist
Jesuit Relations, or Charlevoix. T‘usﬁf te
- writers were not Canadian in the se(m’k ;'m
that they were born or educated in 5 o 3 e;‘
ada, bat still they were the proﬂ‘ft e S
the life, the hardships and reallties © ¢’ g:‘
Canada—it ‘was from this country o % 1
drew the inspiration that gave vigour?® X,
value to their awritings. _me‘!: ;Zné‘
During the second era of develoP st , %1
under British rule, the brightest 90 »!ig,f
strongest. intellect of the p-r;‘; gy

found scope for its dleplay in the 1
ture, and at no period of the politicé

tory of Canada, were there more fervids ’é};
nest orators than appeared while N
battle for responmsible governmen? Wa to
its height. The names of Neilsons ﬁzﬂ"" ;iq
eau, Howe, Baldwin, Robinson, w u:q
Johnstone, Rolph, Mackenzle, recal 8y,
times when questions of political e ‘g
troversy and political freedom Sﬂmc“,ﬂf e,
ed mental development among that S8 m
which sought and found the best P"‘i’r‘ hy
opportunities for the display of t0¢ “g
tellectunl gifts. In the legislature, o
absence of a great printing press. ” W

native literature. Itis an inte o8
that Joseph Howe, then printer 3‘; Jo
ftor, should have published the fIT%"  qf
tion of thework of the only great but®
it that Canada has yet produced’ ;
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