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A vERY excellent movement has iateiy been set on foot Ly the Lundy's

Lne Historical Society, under the presidency of Rev. Canon Bull, M.A.,

in1 offering prizes for the best essays on Canadian history, to Le written by

Ptlpils, of the HigI Schools in the county o? Welland, and dealing witl the

War of 1812 as the first epocl they may taken.p. That such a movement

Weill arouse a widespread interest in the history of their country among thc

Young people goos without saying, but it will do more, for it wiii awaken

arlOW the patriotic memories of their eiders, so many o? whom were con-

llected in their youtl with the very events it is sought thus to commnemo-

rate. Thus an entlusiasmn wiil Le awakened that must undoubtedly Lear

valUable fruit to the country. \Ve do not wish to encourage the multipli-

eltiOn o? text books for our scloo)ls, but there is a suggestion in the foibow-

"la' inote from an esteemed correspondent that may Le wortly of considera-

tion <h ato good selool history of Canada is becoming more and

'~ore pressing. Soinothing aitcr the manner of the G oldsmith or Marklam

of ()Ur own sehool days is nuch needed. We have enougyh of a more record

of ' facts,' haro and lard. What is wanted is not a more skeleton, but a

hVOl 3y presentment o? the times and events witl which the historian deais.

P'litics sbould ho entireiy escliewed, and events more vividly painted. Th

va'lue o? historical study to, the youth is the cuitivation it gives to hîs no-

hier emotions, lis finer feelings, his Warhip o? virtue and his love of coun-

try- A Lare record o? facts and dates can cartainly not accomplis1 this

TUE' very natturai wish of the) Canadian public to hear frein Sir John

A.Macdonaîd in reference to the failurï, o? the Fisheries Treaty and the

threatened retaliation las been, to soi-e exteat, gratified. In lis speech

8' the Opening o? the Kingston Ethibition the Premier reerred to the

%Ubject, though, of course, cin a cautions and guarded manner. If the

report Of an interview published by Mr. Biakeiy ll in the New York &un

"8 rehable, it affords a f aller exposition o? thc views and purposes of the

Ls'eeo? the Goverament. Thc geacrai purport o? both statements îs

thlat the Canadian poîicy is to Le elle of dignified delay. The present

aiug aeason laving closed, there can Le no occasion or pretext for Presi-

ent Cleveland or lis suceessor to take hostile action for cigît montîs to

Qe.Within that period thc presid.eltial contest wili have beon decided,

and the Governmnent of the UJnited Stattes xviii have entered on another

brief period of comparatively smooth sailing. The circumstances, so far

as this aspect of the quarrel is concerned, certainly commend Sir John's

favourite Fabian poiicy. It is (lifficuit to see liow the Governmnent couid,

consistentiy with Canadian self-respect, do otherwise than calmnly await

American action. It is extremcly improbable that eiLher President

Cleveland or bis Republican successor, should such an one Le elected, would

be guiity of the discourtesy of putting in force the harsh mneasures contem-

plated in the Retaliation Act without giving (lue and formnai notice of the

spcegounds of action, and thus affording the Canadian Government a

f resh opportunity of re-considering the situ ation and re.-stating its case. It is

liard to believe, iîowever, that Sir Jolhn is correctly represented as saying

that there can be no f urtber discussion concerning the Treaty of 1818. To

shut off discussion as to the neaning of that Treaty, and the extent to which

its interpretation should be affected by the changed circunistances wrought

by railroads, international courtesies, and the changed spirit of the age, wouid

be to render reconciliation and a future glood nnderstanding hopeless.

\Vî'rî regard to the other lialf of the difficulty, Sir John A. MNacdlonaid's

position is neither so cicar, nor s0 satisfactory. Hie is represented as say-

ing that "lo? late Canada had not discriminated against American vessels."

It may Le assumed that the words "of late," seeming- to imply that sucli

discrimination liad been practised at an earlier period, were not go used by

him as to convey that impression. The reporter proceeds to give, as from

Sir John, the staple defence of the Government's course in respect to the

touls as foliows: Il According to his vipw they have a perfect right to

go ahead if they choose; that is to say, they can, Ly going to Montreai,

obtain the rebate just the samne as Canadian vessels, and a Canadian vessel

going clsewhere, say to Oswego or Kingston, doos not get the rebate any

more than the American. Canada can hardiy Le held responsibie for the

dis inclination of American trade to drif t toward the principal city in the

Dominion. Canada is the smaller and the United States the Ligger

brother in the contract, and until the big one acts differently the Young

one wiii continue to, do as before, but, at the samne tinte, Canada rosents the

imputation that there las been any unfair treatment toward American

vesseis." The language, for which the reporter is no doubt responsible, is

not lucid, but the mneaning is, so far, unmistakabie. Those Canadians who

would have their country observe the spirit as well as the letter of a treaty

obligation wiil regret to sec the Premier offaring a defence wbich is littie

betttsr than a quibble. Ail parties to the Treaty of Washington must have

known perfectiy weii that, as a rule, American vessels passing through the

canai would Le bounid for American, not Canadian ports. Can it ho sup.

posed that the American Commissioners would have thought of accepting

this article of the treaty in question, as it now stands, if they had for a

moment supposed it would leave the Canadian Qovornment free to

discriminate againat ail the ports on their side the water, and in favour of

those on the Canadian side. That such discrimination has heen made in

favour of but the one Canadian port and against othors, does not in the

least afflect the principle involved. lIt is lard to reconcile the forogoing

statement, that Canada will continue to do as sie is doing, with the para-

grapl foibowing, in which Sir Johin is represented as saying that Toronto

and Kingston are interested in the abolition of ail canal tolls, and that "gif

this advantage is gained, American vessels wiil share equaliy witl those of

Canada in the Loon." The easier, and it may Le hoped the correct, inter-

pretation is that the abolition of all toîls is foresladowed as the policy of

the Government. This wii!, of course, settie this difficulty. Sir John is

further represented as saying that, thougli the Commissioners of the Erie

Canal have on several occasions Ilpas3ed resolutions and made speciai

arrangements for through traffic witl the distinct and piainiy expressed

object of placing Canadian shipping at a disadvantage," the Canadian

Governiment have not madle it a cause of international trouble. To this

the natural rejoinder is that, perhaps, in the defence*of Canadian interests

with whichi the Governuient is intrusted, it should have at least earnestly

reinonstrated, but that, in any case, one wrong can nover .iustify another.

PitEMIERi MERCIERt and his Nationailist supporters in Quehcc are evi-

dently preparing for a vigorous and detcrmined resi stan e toteeecse

of the veto by the Dominion Governînent in thie roatter of the Magistrates'


