THE WEEK.

—

Fifth Year.
Vol. V. No. 43.

The Week,

AN INDEPENDENT JOURNAL OF POLITICS, SOCIETY, AND LITERATURE.

¢ 'gmm :—One year, $3.00; eight months, $2.00; four months, $1.00. Subscriptions payable
n advance.

ADVERTISEMENTS, unexceptionable in character and limited in number, will bo taken at
B4 per line per annum; $2.50 per line 1or six months ; $1.50 per line for three month..; 20 cents
ber line per insertion for a shorter period.

Subscribers in Great Britain and Ireland supplied, gosmge pre aid, on terms following:—
One t};ea.r. 193. stg. ; half-year, 6s. stg. Remittances by I O. order or draft hould be made
bayable and addressed to the Publisher, A
A advertisements will be set up in suc: style s to insure THn WERK'S tasteful typo-
graphical appearance, and enhance the value of the advertising in its columns., No advertige-
ment ch&rgeg Jess than PIVE lines. Address—T. R. CLOUGHER, Business Manager, 5 Jordam
trest, Toronto. C. BLACKETT ROBINSON, Publisher.

-

CONTENTS OF CURRENT NUMBER.

Torros— PAGE
The TLundy's Liane Historical S0CIBEY ... 679
The Canadian Premier’s Views ........ L. 679
The Canal Tolls Question....... .. 079
Mr. Mercier and the Veto 679
Delay in Issuing Writs.... 680
The Hudson Bay Route ............. 680
A Great Problem in Political Ee 680
The Undertakers’ Association .. 680
The Letters of Acceptance......... 680
A New Argument for Home Rule.. ({31
Playing at War. ....coccomerernn 631
The Liatest Wonder .. 681
The Congo Expedition . 681
Indian Mission to Cabul... 681
Anti-Chinese Liegislation 652

OUR CRIMINAL CLASSES. .. e eevrssosssesemresessecss sasss e 58St o000 682

THE LamsrTH CONFERENCE: THE LORD'S DAY...i i 663

RONDEAU ..o .. T . Marquis. 684
HONOURS TO HEIRS MALE L.oovriveicorianisannsonnes ermsissieins ~Goldwin Smith. 684
PARIS LRTTER ..o.oviriviiecmeiiinis e RO TSR TTOOPPROON M. A. B. 685

THE WESTERN STATES OF AMERICA..
A 8EA Drram (Poem)
ONE or THE S0cIAL QUESTIONS OF THE PRESUNT Davy..

Sarepta. G686
........ S. 687

READINGS PROM CURRENPE LITERATURE.....oooocerieniin 687
A NEW RELIGION «..o.voosseeeeessssos e oeseneeeeons saa s bt st s 688
OUR LIBRARY TABLE «oovtevssreersossimoninsases seions sommiasissisnsiriis sossiiassaes . 689
LirERARY AND PERSONAL GOSSIP . 689
Cregg 690

_— S

Al articles, contributions, and letters on muatters pertaining to the editorial department should
be addressed to the Editor, and not to any other person who may be supposed to be connectel
with the paper.

A VERY excellent movement has lately been set on foot by the Lundy’s
Lane Historical Society, under the presidency of Rev. Canon Bull, M.A,,
in offering prizes for the best essays on Canadian history, to be. writ.ten by
Pupils of the High Schools in the county of Welland, and dealing with the
War of 1812 as the first epoch they may take up. That such a movement
will arouse a widespread interest in the history of their coun.try 'among the
Young people goes without saying, but it will do more, for it will awaken
Anew the patriotic memories of their elders, so many of whom were con-
hected in their youth with the very events it is sought thus to commemo-
rate. Thus an enthusiasm will be awakened that must undoubtedly bear
valuable fruit to the country. We do not wish to encourage the multipli-
Cation of text books for our schools, but there is a suggestion in the follow-
ing note from an esteemed correspondent that may be worthy of considera-
tion : «The want of a good school history of Canada is bec?ming more and
More pressing. Something after the manner of the Goldsmith or Markham
of our own school days is much needed. We have enough of a mere record
of “facts,’ bare and hard. What is wanted is not a mere slfelet(.m, but a
i"ely presentment of the times and events with which Tsh.e hlsto?lan deals.

alitics should be entirely eschewed, and events more VlV.ld])-’ pamted.. The
Value of higtorical study to the youth is the cultivation it gives to his no-

lor emotions, his finer feclings, his worship of yirbue and his love (?f coun-
%y, A bare record of facts and dates can certainly not accomplish this
much.n

Tag very natunral wish of the Canadian public to }Tea.r from Sir John

- Macdonald in reference to the failure of the Fisheries Treat)f and the
Teatened retalintion has been, to soms extent, gratified. In his gpeech
2 the opening of the Kingston Txhibition the Premier referred to the
Subjet, though, of course, in a caulious and guarded manner. If the
+oport of an i:xterview published by Mr. Blakely Hall in the New York Sun
18 reliable, it affords a faller exposition of the views and purposes of th.e
ader of the Government. The general purport of both statements 18
At the Canadian policy is to be one of digniﬁ.ed delay, The presen.t
Sting season having closed, there can be no occasion or pm.etext; for Presi-
®0t Cleveland or his successor to take hostile action for eight mont?ls to
%me. Within that period the Prosidential contest will have heen decided,
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and the Government of the United States will have entered on another
brief period of comparatively smooth sailing. The circumstances, so far
as this aspect of the quarrel is concerned, certainly commend Sir John's
favourite Fabian policy. It is difficult to see how the Government could,
congistently with Canadian self-respect, do otherwise than calmly await
It is extremely improbable that either President
Cleveland or his Republican successor, should such an one be elected, would
be guilty of the discourtesy of putting in force the harsh measures contem-
plated in the Retaliation Act without giving due and formal notice of the
specific grounds of action, and thus affording the Canadian Government a
fresh opportunity of re-considering the situation and re-stating its case. Itis
hard to believe, however, that Sir John is correctly represented as saying
that there can be no further discussion concerning the Treaty of 1818. To
shut off discussion as to the meaning of that Treaty, and the extent to which
its interpretation should be affected by the changed circumstances wrought
by railroads, international courtesies, and the changed spirit of the age, would
be to render reconciliation and a future good understanding hopeless.

American action,

Wirh regard to the other half of the difficulty, Sir John A. Macdonald’s
position is neither so clear, nor so satisfactory, He is represented as say-
ing that * of late Canada had not discriminated against American vessels.”
It may be assumed that the words ‘“of late,” seeming to imply that such
discrimination had been practised at an earlier period, were not so used by
him as to convey that impression. The reporter proceeds to give, as from
Sir John, the staple defence of the Government’s course in respect to the
tolls as follows: “ According to his view they have a perfect right to
go ahead if they choose ; that is to say, they can, by going to Montreal,
obtain the rebate just the same as Canadian vessels, and a Canadian vessel
going elsewhere, say to Oswego or Kingston, does not get the rebate any
more than the American. Canada can hardly be held responsible for the
disinclination of American trade to drift toward the principal city in the
Dominion. Canada is the swaller and the United States the bigger
Lrother in the contract, and until the big one acts differently the young
one will continue to do as before, but, at the same time, Canada resents the
imputation that there has been any unfair treatment toward American
vessels,” The language, for which the reporter is no doubt responsible, is
not lucid, but the meaning is, so far, unmistakable. Those Canadians who
would have their country observe the spirit as well as the letter of a treaty
obligation will regret to see the Premier offering a defence which is little
better than a quibble. All parties to the Treaty of Washington must have
known perfectly well that, as a rule, American vessels passing through the
canal would be bound for American, not Canadian ports. Can it be sup-
posed that the American Commissioners would have thought of accepting
this article of the treaty in question, as it now stands, if they had for a
moment supposed it would leave the Canadian Government free to
discriminate against all the ports on their side the water, and in favour of
those on the Canadian side. That such discrimination has been made in
favour of but the one Canadian port and against others, does not in the
least affect the principle involved. It is hard to reconcile the foregoing
statement, that Canada will continue to do as she is doing, with the para-
graph following, in which Sir John is represented as saying that Toronto
and Kingston are interested in the abolition of all canal tolls, and that ¢ if
this advantage is gained, American vessels will share equally with those of
Canada in the boon.” The easier, and it may be hoped the correct, inter-
pretation is that the abolition of all tolls is foreshadowed as the policy of
the Government. This will, of course, settle this difficulty. Sir John is
further represented as saying that, though the Commissioners of the Erie
Canal have on several occasions ‘ passed resolutions and made special
arrangements for through traffic with the distinct and plainly expressed
object of placing Canadian shipping at a disadvantage,” the Oanadian
Government have not made it a cause of international trouble. To this
the natural rejoinder is that, perhaps, in the defence’of Canadian interests
with which the Government is intrusted, it should have at least earnestly
remonstrated, but that, in any case, one wrong can never justify another,

PreEvier MErciER and his Nationalist supporters in Quebec are evi-
dently preparing for a vigorous and determined resistancze to the exercise
of the veto by the Dominion Government in the matter of the Magistrates’




