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keep h:s major'ty and increase it. Ile deserves the confidence of the
electors for his integrity and ability, althoughi 1 do flot agr-ce xvith him
in these resolutions.

A FARi'. Letter argument for imii would have been this :-The case
has been tried and decitiec i'y the Douminion IParliarnent--the Prime
Minister at the tinie decliiied to remnove M. Leteilier for bis dismissai
of theý De B3ouchervilie Govcrnmtiet-anid il is inexpedient, and
cianger<)ts a,; a precedcint, for 1Mîlnisters to reverse the judgmnent of
tlicir I)!wticcs,ýors in Uie Cabinet.

Bu-r wbal did M. Chapicau incan by asserting that the question
was raiýcd as an issue at the lat Septeinber cleclions ? I cannol
reniember a single election wh ichi was niade to turn upon il. The
thing was considered dead and buried at tbe limie, andti Ui only issues
werc Sir John andti Ie N. 1'. vs. MIr. Mackenzie andti le fly on the
whccl.

ITr may appear to the reason of the S/air reporter that he is
m4inding bis owvn business " xvhei lie is forcing hirnself and bis

queries and advice upon a prisoner untier arrest on a charge of
murder ;but it appears to the mlincis of sonie otiiers that such a
proceeding is; disgraceful lu the last degree. 'l'le mai Filanagan wxas
iudged in jail to axvait triai ;hle wxas under the care of Sergeant
Clancy ; No. 40 Of "Rulces anti Regulations " for- thc Police reads:
,Meînbers Of the Force wilI on no occasion whtvrhold any inter-

course with i)risoilers broiîglit lu the différent Stations, nor shall they
Iaugh, jeer or joke at or with îlei ; this rule xviii b) strictly cnforced ;"
but, in violation of that tile, a reporter is alloxved tu have an inter-
view xviîh thc prisoner and put a string of questions to him that lic
inay publisi xvhat lie saidt! l the prisoner, anid what the prisoner said
in answer. The injustice of thc i)rocedilng is su plain that even tic
St1ar reporter muiist sec il. Thec man Fianagan is poor, is uneducaîcci,
xvas greatly excited at the tinic---therc xvas nu une by to teli hill when
to, speak or wvben to be sulent, yet a reporter and a policeman faîl upon
upon h imi ani, do( tlicir b)Cdtu e0 Ctort frum11 inii ail lie mnay know, and
then pubishi it, tuat Uhc Coi ncrs: juîry or anybtty cisc mnay read il.

A RI'RTE na> cu'acrit bis "businecss"' to mnake bi 's
papier pupular that it inîay scdi l)ut it is itluuibîedly the business
of the poilice to protect their- Prisolnurs froni ail iiuriviewvers. S erg canit
Clancy is nult so inich tu bmanie, l)cr1îapîî, froin the fact that tiîc lawx
in tlîis inatter bas bcen very i u>ely dlîiî tedfor a 10ong limie past.
When Custailoraz wVas undcr .irrcet for niurtier, a Slar r'eporter got
adiiîcd to lîk ceii anti a>keti if lie bat! ever comilteti any other mur-
ders, and sncb i ike delicate qutu~ and nexlt day publishced the whole
ittrviex'ý. (lIber rep)orters wc re offereti the l)r-ivilege« of a talk wî-th
Fianagan ;but it is time lu ptit a stop to these iliegai and dangerous
proceedings. Chief Paradis shouiti require bis mien-anci cspeciaily
,Sergeant Clancy-îo rentd and abide by the Pouice Regulations.

i arn inciined to think that inich. of whaî passes for Coroner's
inqucsýt /aiv is nothing more than cusiomn, which wouid bc more
honoureci iii the breachi tlîan the observance. 1 notice that xvbenevcr
there is a hilch. in the administration of justice in any ca.se, nobody
is to biame, -and the plea of anti( uilv cornles iii to savetessen
from a weli-rneriteti contieni nation. Notably, have not tue iniquests
in the iast t,, ,o murder cases ftîrnishccj severai illustrations Of
a laxity ligainst which the public lias a right to protest ? The inquiry
int thc Quenneville murtier stili drags its slowv lengîh. along," and
like the ghiost of Dr. Johnson's mnother, nothing secnms to come Of it.The grirn farce of taking the dying man to the policstio inhag
and permitting him to remain there for some time before conveying
him to the hospitai, in a sinking condition, and so low as to be unable
to answer any questions, is su grave a mistake as to be ufipardonable,
and the Coroner's inquiry bas flot served to place the whole case in a
much better iight. With regard to the more recent case in William
Street, matters are as bad, if not even worse.

CAN anyone tell why coroner's inquests are held in the evening
and continued up to an hour when most weil-disposed persons are
thinking of going to Iheir beds ? I arn told that probably it is to

permit workingrmen to serve on such juries, and I arn bound to accept
this as a reason, seeing that one of the jurors on the last-named
inquest complained of the frequent adjournments, saying thal if tbey
xvenî on " he should lose bis work on the canal." I arn aware that
many a xvorkingman can form as good an opinion on such inquiries as
the coroner himseif, but this brings us to the question, XVhat is the
status uf a coroner's juror ? and one feels nervous in conternpiating
xvhal a scratch-pack hie frequently gets together. Hlow came it that a
jurer in the case of the boy Croxvley, xvho was drowned last weck, was
tlrunk ? I-le could not possibiy have obtained the drink after the
inquiry biad commenced, hence he must have been drunk, xven lie was
sworni. I have known instances of newspapcr reporters, xvho were
presceit ho report the case, beîng sworn to serve as jururs when an
emiergency arose ; and a pipos of the William Street murder the
foiioxving dialogue cornes to me:

CORuNIEîiý-Nov, let uis bave a nice, respectable jury.
OF'FICER-Well, Mr. Coroner, you must lake them according to locality;

you know we're nul in Beaver Hall.
And su the sysîemn jogs on, the coroner being one of the most imper-
turbable of mien ; perhaps custom makes these inquests to him Il a
property of easiness," su that he always takes a nonchalant view of
miirder in ils most horrible forms-

Combining and uniting in an eminent degree
'lhe suaviier in modo with the for-titer in re.

"SIR,-Jî is a mnalter of congratulation that we have one paper that fils soefficienîiy as the SPIXTATOR does a great want in our country, viz., the courage
to publislî anything the public ought, to know.

1 observe by the Pariianientary reports an award uf $15,000 to Mr.Dtuncan Macdonald for extra xvork and damlages under bis contract for theconstruction of the M., 0. & 0. R. R., besides $59,0oo lu be paid to Mr.Abbott, bis late partner, mîaking with the large receipts he is known ho havetaken during blis control. of the road (over $5o,ooo) the handsome sum of about$2 5o,ooo. And ail this, notwithstandinig bis having exceeded the lime specifiedby uver a year, useti tue Governrnent properly for bis own profit, and left thexvork tînfinisihed lu s0 great an extent that the Goverrimrent had lu pay $6oo,ooo
ho complete it. 'ihese are only a few of the facts connected with the hisîory oftbis affaîr, begun unider tue 1)e Bouchierville (;overrnment, and seemingîy, nulyet endcd tinder the joiv Adiniistration.

i'ruii the fact. of b)011 Governnîients being rnixed up in the mather, il xviiilie diflcîilt teo draw ont a reai hîistory of the case in Parliament, and if the Pressfail to dcniand an investigation, il xviii be sinothed over and soon forgottenlîmloig the niany transactions which disgrace ur country. 1 sîncerely hope,Mr. Editor, thiat you xviii lead public opinion lu, dernand a scruliny of Ibis mostoutrageons i)roceeding- I venture lu say that the history of Ibis road wllastonish the nation. Youirs, &c"
Wheiî the above statement xvas put inb my hands I had sume

coquiries made, and found that il xvas correct. Ves, a complete historyof the M., 0. & 0. R. R. wouid certainly ashonish the nation. Here ilis in brief. When the uine xvas dehermineti upon, and the coutract
given ho Mr. Duncan Macdonald, the De Boucherville Government
appoinhed three comimissioners, viz. :-The lion. George Irvine, advo-cale ; Hon. E. Clîinic, Senalor, (a hardware merchant, father-inîlaw hothe lon. Mr. Angers), andi the Hon. G. Maihiot, a lawyer ah ThreeRivers. Su that Ibis precious raiiway commission had flot a railway
man on il.

MESSRS. IRVINE ANI) CIIINJC were well Ilposted " in the fact that
hhey were ignorant in raiixvay mnatters, 50 tbey discreetly did nothin g
at ail,; for which service they drcw a saiary of from $3,000 ho $4,000each per year. Mr. Maihiot had il ail to do, and he biundered withremrnakabie energy and patience. The termis of the original conîract
wcre nul much thought of by Mr. Maîbiot, and changes werc maderegardiess of expense. When Mr. Joly undertook the Govemniment ofthe Province, bis flrst step in the raiiway malter was to dismniss thecommission and appoint Mr. Walter Shaniy soie Govemnmenî umpire.Mr. Shanly understood the building and working of railways, andMr. JoIy-being as certain that he himself knew nothing about railwayworking as was Mr. Irvine when appointed Cornmissin er....eft the
whole case of award to Mr. Macdonald in the hands of the umpire.That award may or may nul be excessive....nly one conversant withthe case from beginning to end could decide that; but whatever blamne

THE CANADIAN SPECTATOR,808


