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answered by another that was unseen. Hard>' had I taken a hundred steps,
when the valle>', suddeniy growing broader, showed me a sort of naturai
circus, perfecti>' shadcd b>' the high escarpmnents surrounding it. It would be
impossible to find a spot promising a more agreeable halting-place for a
traveller. At the foot of the perpendicular rocks the spring bubbied forth and
fell into a littie basin carpeted with snow-white sand, five or six niagnificent
green oaks sheltering it with their dense foliage, while around the basin, fine,
ricb grass offeied a botter bed than could have been found in an>' mln for ten
leagues around. But the honour of discovering sa charnîing a resting-placc
did nlot beiong ta me, for a man was already repasing there when I reachcd it.
Awakened by the neighing of the animais, be hiad risen and approachied his
horse, which had profited b>' bis master's sleep to make a good repast of the
herbage. The young feilow wvas of middle size, his appeau ance denoting great
strength, and with a sombre, proud look ; bis complexion, once fresh, had
become, through exposure to the sun, darker than his hair. In one hand ho
held the animal's halter, in the ather a carbine, and I acknowiedge that at first
his weapon and wild air somewhat surprised me; but I no longer believed in
robbers, b>' reason of constant>' hcaring of tbemr and neyer meeting theni.
Mareover, I had seen sa man>' honest farmers armed to the teethi to go to
market, that the sight of this firearrn did nlot justif>' me in questianing the
moralit>' of its bearer. "And then," I said to myseif, Ilwhat wauld ho do with
my shirts and ni> Elzevir Commentaries ?"I I therefore saluted bum with a
familiar nod, and asked smulingly if 1 had disturbed bis slumhers. Without
replying bie cyed me from head ta foot, and, as if satisfied witb bis examinatian,
bestowed the saine attention on my guide, who 110W appeared. I saw the
latter grow pale, and stop in evident terror. "An unlucky meeting," I said to
myscîf: but prudence immediatel>' counselied me ta manifest no0 uneasiness,
sa aiigbting, 1 told the guide to unbridle my horse, and kneeling an the brink
of the streamiet I plunged ni> head and hands in its delicious coolness, *thon
took a long draugbt flat on my face, like the wicked soldiers of Gideon.
Meanwbile I observed ni> guide and aur unknawn campanion, and wbile the
former approached with evident unwillingness, the other seemed to have no
cvil designs against. us, for bie restored bis borse to liberty, and bis weapon, at
first held borizontali>', was now pointed to the ground. It being unnecessar>'
to take offence at the slight attention paid to ni> presence, I stretcbed rnyseif on
the grass and with an unconstrained air asked tbe man if' ho had a tinder box,
at thbe saine time drawing aut ni> cigar case. Stili witbout speaking, ho found
the tinder in bis packet and hastened ta strike me a ligbt, evîdent>' softenod
b>' my manner, for lie seated hiniseif opposite ta me, nevertheless witbout iaying
aside bis weapan. Having ligbted my cigar, I chose the best ane romamîing
and asked birn if hie smaked. "lYes, Senor," be repiied. The>' were tho
first wards hie had spaken, and 1 remarked that ho did not pranaunce the s in
the Andalusian way,* wbenco I concluded that lhe was merely a traveller like
rnyself, ani>' loss archaeological.

IlYou wiii fmnd tbis quite goad," I said, presenting bim. a gonuine Havana
regalia. Ho mado a siight inclination of tbe head, iighted bis cigar b>' mine,
thankod me with another nod, and began ta smoke witb evidenti>' keen pleastire.

"lAh !"I hc exclaimed, aliowmng the first whiff af smoke ta escape slowvly
thraugh moutb and nastrils, Ilbow long it is since I have smoked!"I

In Spain a cigar' given and accepted establishes relations of haspitalit>',
as it does in tbe Orient ta partake of bread and sait. My niew friend sbowed
himself mare taikativo than I could bave anticipated, but although hie professed
ta be an inhabitant of tbis region, hie seemed ta knaov but littie of the country
was ignorant of the name of the charming vaile>' in wbich ive were, could not
name an>' village of the noigbaurbaad, and at length, questioned as ta having
seen ruined wvalls, large brimmed tules and sculptured stanies in the environs, ho
canfossed tbat hoe had neyer paid attention ta sucb matters. In return, bowvever,
he sbowod bimself an expert as regarded horses, criticising mine, which was
nlot a difficuit task, tben giving me the pedigree of bis awn, that came frorri the
famous Cordovan stud: a noble animal indeed, so insensible ta fatigue, bis
master claimed, as once ta bave made thirty beagues in one day at gailop and
full trot. In the midst of this tirade my unknawn friend abruptl>' stopped, as
if surprised and vexed at baving said s0 much, and resumned with sanie
embarrassment: IlI was in urgent haste ta reach Cardova, iîaving ta appeai
ta the judges respecting a iaw-suit." While speaking, ho iooked at ni> guide
Antonio, who lowered bis eyes.

The shade and the spring were sa charniing, that rcnîcrnhering saune
suices of excellent bin placed b>' my Mantilla friends in ni>' guide's wailet, 1
ordered tbemn ta he braught, and invited the stranger ta take part in tbe
impromptu collation. If ho had been long without smoking, it seemed probable
that'ho bad fasted for at iea§t farty-eight heurs; hoe devaured like a famished
wolf, and I couid but think tlîat aur meeting had been pravidentiai for the poar
devil. My gtuide, on the contrar>', ate littie, drank still less, and did nlot speak
at ail, aithough since the beginning of aur journey hie had reveaied himself ta
me as an unparalIled chatterer. The presence of aur guest was evident>' a
constraint, and a certain distrust, of which I could nat positivoiy discern the
cause, seemed ta keep theni alaof from each other.

The last crambs of bread and bain bad disappeared, we bad each smoked
a second cigar, 1 had ardered the guide ta bridle aur horses, and was about ta
take bcave of ni> new friend, wben he asked where I designed passing the night.
Before naticing a sign froin ni> guide I replied that 1 should go ta the Cuervo
inn.

"A. sorry lodging for a persan like you, Monsieur. I aiso arn gaing there,
and if you will permit me ta accompan>' you, we wili travel together."

IlVer>' willingly," I said, maunting ni> horse. Antonio, who held ni>

stirrui., again made signs with bis e>'es, ta whicb I replied b>' a sbrug, as if ta
assure him that I was perfect>' at ease, and we praceeded on aur wa>'.
Antonio's mysteriaus signais, bis disquietude, sorte words that bad escaped
from the stranger, especially bis race of thirt>' leagues and its little plausible
explanation, had already decided my opinion as ta the status of aur travelling
companian. There was no0 doubt that I had ta deal with a smuggier, perhaps

* The Andalusians aspirate the the s, and in pronuinciation confound it with the soft c
and z, which the Spaniards pronolince Lke the English th. By the single word Senor one
may recngnize an Andalusinr.

a robber. Wliat mattered it ta me ? 1 knew enaugh of the Spanish character
ta bo ver>' certain of baving no reasan ta fear a man wbo had eaten and
smoked with nie. His presence itself wvas a sure protection a.gainst an ili
adventure. Besides, I was ver>' glad of the chance of kîîawing îvhat a brigand
reall}r was; for tue>' are not encountered every day, and there is a certain
charmr in fiuîding one's self near a dangeraus creaturo, especially when one dis-
covers liii ta ho mild and campa nionable. I lîoped b>' degrees ta iead the
stranger ta confide lus secret ta nme, and in spite of ni> guide's winks I turned
the conversation ta highway robbers, af wbom, ho it understaod, I spoke with
respect. Thiere ivas thon in Andalusia a natoriaus bandit, Jasé-Marie, whose
exploits were in ever>' moutb. "lIf I were thon b>' bis side!"l I said ta my-
self. I related the ivonderful staries tlîat I lîad lueard of tbis hera-ail in bis
favour, mioreover-and boid>' expressed ni> admiration for bis braver>' and
genorosit>'.

"IJasé-Maria is merci>' a sharp feilowv (droeJ," coidi>' said the stranger.
Is hoe doing hiniseif justice, or is it merel>' an excess of modest>' an bis

part? 1 nientaîl>' questioned; for, hy dint of clasel>' ohserving ni> companian,
1 became convinced tlîat tue description of Jasé-Marie that 1 had seer' posted
on the gates of mani> Andalusian towns appiied in ever>' detail ta bum. Yes,
certain>', lie it was-faîr hair, blue eyes, large mouth, beautiful teeth, small
hands : a fine shirt, a velvet jacket witb sîlver buttons, leggings of white leather,
a ha>' harsc-not a slîadaw of dauht !

WVe reaclued the inn, whicb was sncb as hoe had described: that is ta Sa>',
ane of the mast wretclued that I had as >'et seen in Spain. A large raom.
served as kitchen, dining-lîall and sleeping-raoni, and an a fiat stone in the
contre wvas the fire, the smnoke af whicb escaped througb an aperture in the
roof, or.rather settied down ini a cioud a few foot above the ground, while five
or six aid inule-blankets did dut>' as bods for traveilers.

Twenty steps froin the bouse, or rathor the single apartnient just described,
ivas a sort of wvood-shed, used also as a stable. In this charming retreat there
wvere no luunan hoings excopt an aid waman and a youlig girl of ton years, bath
of tue colour of soot, and clathed in horrible tatters. Behold ail that romains,
1 said ta myseif, of tho ancient Munda Boetica! Oh, Coesar! oh, Sextus Poni-
1)0>! how aniazed would >'ou ho, could you returfi ta this world !

On perceiving ni> conîpanian, the aid wvoman ailowed an exclamation of
surprise ta escape:

IlAh, Senar don Jasé!" I she cried.
Don Jasé knit bis hrows, and raisod bis hand with a gosturo of authorit>'

that at once silenced lier. 1 turned towards ni> guide, and witb an imperceptible
sign niade li understand that I was perfectl>' aware of the manner of inan
with vhion I was ta pass the night. The supper, whicb was served on a littie
table a foot luigh, 'vas botter than I expected, and consistod of an old cack
fricasseed with rice and an ahundanco of alispice, thon pimenta in ail, folaowed
b>' saine gasp4achzo, a species of salad of pimenta; wbicb tbree bigbiy spiced
dishes obliged us ta have frequent resource ta a leather boutle of Montilla wine,
that proved ta ho doliciaus. Our repast aver, I espied a mandolin banging
against the wall--inaiidolins being found overywhere thraughaut Spain-and
asked the little girl if she knew how ta pla>'.

"No Seor; but Don Jasé pia>'s it s0 welli
"Be gaad enaugh ta sing me samething," I said ta bum; I passianatel>'

lave >'our national nmusic."
I cau refuse nothing ta so civil a gentleman, wba gives me such good

cigars," exclainîod Don Jasé with a goad-humored air, and the mandolin being
handed ta hiin, lie sang ta bis own accompaniment. is voice was a littie
lîarslî, nevertheless agreeable, the air add and melanchal>', but of the words I
did nat uiiderstand a single ane.

IlIf ami not inistaken, that is nat a Spanish melody. It resembles tbe
zorzicos that I have hecard iii the Provinces,* and the words must ho in the
Basque tangue."l

IlVes," rejoined Don Jasé with. a glaam>' air, as, placing the mandalin an
the graund, lie falded bis anms, and with a singular expression of sadness fixed
luis eyes on the glinimer of the fading fire. Ligbted b>' a iamp on the little
table, bis face, at once noble and foerce, reminded me of Miitan's Satan; like
bum, perhaps, ni> campamion was dreaming of the abode hoe had forfeited, of
the exile incurred b>' transgression. I ossayed ta revive the conversation, but
hoe niade no repi>', absorhed as hoe was iin mebarîchol>' thougbt. The old woman
had alread>' sought lier coucli ini a corner of the roani, screened b>' a ragged
blanket luung on a cord, and the girl had foilowed ber ta this retreat reserved
for tue fair sex. M>' guide, now rising, requested me ta fablow bun ta the stable,
but at this wvord Don Jasé, as if suddenl>' awakened from. sloop, started up and
sharpi>' inquired where ho ivas going.

"To the stable," replied the guide.
Wluat ta do ? Tue hanses are fed. Sleep bore ; Monsieur will allow it."
"I fear that Monsieuir's hanse is ilI ; I sbuouid bike Monsieur ta 500 it ; he

will knaiv what it is bcst ta do."
It 'vas evîdent that Antonio wished ta speak ta me in private, but I1

did not care ta anause Don José's suspicions ; and situated as we were, it
appeaned ta nme that tue wviser plan would ho ta manifest the most perfect
confidence in him. I therefore toid Antonio that I understoad nothing about
horses, and ivas anxiaus ta sieep. Dan José followed bum ta the stable,
whence ho soan returned alane, and toid me that nothing ailed the hanse ; but
ni> guide considered bimi sa preciaus an animal that hoe was rubbing bum down
witb bis jacket ta make bun sweat, and proposed ta pass the nigbt in thuis
gentle occupation. I bad, meanwbile, extended myseif an the mule-blanket, ta
avaid contact witb wbîch 1 canefuil>' wrapped mysoîf in My> cloak. Aften asking
pardon for the liberty of pbacing himself near nie, Dan Jasé la>' down hefone
the door, first nenewing thie priniing of bis woapon, which hoe was carefuil ta
place under the waiiet that served bum as a piilow. Five miinutes after, wishing
each other gaod-nigbt, we were bath iii a deep sleep. I tbought myseif suffi-
cient>' wearied ta ho able ta rost even ini sucb a don; but at the end of an
haun, ver>' disagreeable sensations snatched me froin ni> first sleep, and as soon
as I undorstaod the nature of the attacks, I rase, persuaded that it would ho

*The privileged provinces, enjoying special fiteros (civil rights) that is ta say : Aiavaa
Biscay, Gipusicoa-, and a portion of Navirre. Basque is the language of the country.
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