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NOTICE.

Wz shall be pleased to receive items of intercst per-
aining to Trado Soclotios from ¢1l parts of the Dominion
for publieation. Officors of Trades Unions, Sceretarics
of Loagucs, etc., aro invited to send ug nows relating to
their organizations, coudition of trade, cte.

Our columns aro opon for tho discuysion of all quics-
tions aflecting the working ol Al i
must bo accompanicd by tho names of the writers, not

ily for publication, but as a gunrautee of good
faith,
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OUR MISSION.

Tr is customary, in coming Lefore the
public with a new publication, that the mau-
agement should build a platform whereon to
stand ; and in complianco with this rulo we
feel it our duty to define the position wo
jntend to occupy, that all may know, with
our fivst appearance, the objects we have in

" view in the publication of this paper.

In the first place, we intend to givo to tho
workingmen of this Provineo a woukly news-
paper, which we wish them to feel peculiarly
their owp ; and no effort will be lost on our
part to make it such.

Through the columns of this paper we
shall endeavowr to lay plainly before our
working breibren the truo cause of all the
evils that labour complains of (and wo be-
Yevo justly), and shall cndeavour, with
.equal ploinness and fearlessness, to show
that a simple and effectual rcnedy can be
applicd o the remorval of the evils,

The Worwaax shall oppose the creation
of monopolics; as opposcd to the best iu-
terests of the people at large, and caleulated
# sap the foundations of our libertics.

-

The mongtary systewm, the legalized mea-
sure of value of our country, its naturoe, its
uses, and influence upon the labour of tho
country, we shall also cndeavour to discuss,
as by it is determined, through the accumu-
lating power given it, the portion labour
shall retain of its own productions, and the
portion that shall go to non-producing capi-
#al for its use. Much may be said about
the identity of labour and capital, and the
certainty remains unquestioncd that the one
oannot exist without the other. Yet it is’
equully true that in the operations of thoso
¥wvo very necessary commoditics, there ap-
pears to he an non-fusiblo difference, not
flowing from any natural cause that could

. exist betweon the producer and the repre-
-sentative of what is produced, but from the

" . selfishuess of our natures that have created
artificial means whereby wealth can be
centralized in the hands of the few by un-
just and unholy usury. Production drawn

_ from its natural channol,” the few pocket
and control, the masses 1oil on and remain

antil the power of money to accumulate
ill be more in accordance with the natural
crease of production ; for while all the
nited energies of labour in this country
nonly show an annual increase of about
rce per cent., and while we pay for the
moasure of value ‘the convenicnce used to
" facilitate labour in producing this increase
at the rate of seven per cent., it does not
require a great amount of knowledge to
- eomprchend the reason why wealth con-
iralizes. It not only absorbs all surplvg
~ production, but robs the labourer of four
- per cent. that maturaily is his subsistence
- money. '
The ONTARIO WorRkMAN shall advocato
- ¥ the shortening of the hours of labour, be-
' cause we, as workmen, bolieve that the
i knowledge and improvements of the age wé
. -Tive in have long enough been superceeding
Iabour instead of lightening the task of tho
.actual producer ; and the only way we can
:* see by which the labourer can participate in
-the bencfits flowing from this age of improve-
“ment is by giviog more lcisure —yes, more
.. .of God's sunlight—for his improvement and
. elevation.
' ¢ Asgood sound appronticoship system,
o whereby the master will be insured the ser-
" wices of those he undertakes to instruct in
. the mysteries of his craft for a reasonable
 length of time, and by which tho boy may

-

poor ; and such will continue to be the caso-

be turned upon the world a finished work-
man, conversant with every branch of tho
calling ho professes to understand, will be
hoartily supported by the OntARIO WonkK-
MAN,

The OnrTarI0 Workman will know no
party, The friends and the cnemies of
Labor are to bo found in all partics ; but
we shall advance and support such reforms,
irrespective of party, as direcily concorns
the luborers of our land. We shall advo-
cate tho repeal of all laws having o class
tendency in their operation—such, for in-
stance, a3 tho presont conspiracy law of this
country as rclates to workingmen's combi-
nations—while Gold rings, Provision rings,
Tradoe rings, Whiskey rings, and all other
combinations of capital aro allowed to fix
their own margins unquestioned, We shall
also claim tho Franchise for every intclli-
gent male citizen who has arrived at the
_age of twenty-one years, and the ballot to
protect him in the exercise of the privilego
of a frece man, holding that the first duty of
Government is to insure man in his inher-
ont righis of lifo and liberty. Then, Gov-
ornment founded on the untrammeled cxer-
cise of the liberties of aliving and intelligent
people, shall protect property in all its
patural rights. In Politics, our motto, now
aad always, shall be, first, Man, and then
Property. .

The OxTaRI0 WorrmAX shall advocate
the more general adoption of the system of
arbitration in trade disputes—sceing that
it has worked so well in many instances in
Great Britain—instead of strikes, as here-
tofore ; but wo feel fully alive to tho fact
that the employers of Great Britain have
been learning the lesson of arbitration for
the past century in the unpleasant school of
sirikes, and have learned to acknowledge
the rights of the employce to organizo and
have a voice as & body in fixing the condi-
tions under which they shall work. This
lesson, to s great oxtent, has yet to be
learned by the employer of labor in this
Canada of ours, aud that they will have
ample time to lcarn the bitter lesson we
have no doubt ; and when they have found
the ““stamping out” system wnprofitable,
and having an opposito tendency to their
wishes, our employers will then bo equally

I'ready to submié to the arbitration of griev-

ances with organized workingmen.

A thorough and gencral systom of educa~
tion we consider to be one of the first duties
of the State ; to sce that in all-its branches
it is placed as near as pos;iblc within the
reach of every son end daughter of tho
lend. ’

Orgzanization we hold to be an all-impor-
tant question with all producers under the
present system of society; and we shall
warmly support the principle of Uxiox
among vorkingmen, if for no other purpose
than fraternity and mutual improvement
associations. ) ’

. Co-operation is a principle that has shone
upon tho world through the progress of
intelligence, and that it will gradually grow
with the growth of intclligence among the
masses we have not the shadow of a doubt.
It, or somo like systom, will gradually
superscde the present system, ae the present
has superseded the serf system of the past.
It remains a question of time, that may
perhaps be hastencd by those unpleasant
strifes that cver and anon arise between
the workmen and those who would lord it
over them,

The ONTARI0O WoOREMAY shall furnish to
ita readers all the latest, most reliable, and
important nows {rom all parts of theworld,
A. careful selection of the very best standard
literature’ shall always be found in our
pages, with 2 well selected and appropriate
story.

A roview of our market reports shall alse
appear in our columns weckly. The pro-
gress of science and the mechanical arts we
shall closely watch ; and all matters of fo-
terest to the workingmen of our country
shall be reported. The workmen through-
out these Provinces shall also find interost-
ing correspondence from able labor advo-
cates, residents in all parts of the Dominion,
the United States, and the mother coun-
tries. _

In conclusion, we throw our pages open
to the honorable discussion of both sides of
all questions pertaining to tho amclioration
of the masses of our fellow men ; but under
*no consideration will anything of an im-
proper or immoral tendency find its way
into the columns of the WoxrkMaAN.

Dunixe the Newcastlo strike the Grons
spoke of tho “ill-advised attempt of the
Newecastlo capitalists to import labowr from
the Continent.” What has it to say on

'Lt.he ill-advised attempt of Mr. Geo. Brown

and the Master Printers’ Association to im-
port all the simplo country lads and lasses
who have s knowledge of printing to

1 better for the change.

PROGRESSIVE TENDENCY OF
WORKINGMEN. :

WueN the existenco of workingmon os a
body is brought before the mind, it is sur-
prising liow the subject grows as it is con-
tomplated. Tt tasks the imagination to take
in its multifarions parts. 'The producing
power of the country inereases every hour.
Theworking class is becoming the formidable

class, not formidable as was formorly foared
in tho sumse of being dangerous, but
formidablo in the sense of vastness and
beneficence, It is” the great creating class,
It is quite time that an adéquate periodical
should oxist to represent this ever-develop-
ing and atupendous interest,

Workingmen have opinions of their own,
and they aro capable of thinking to some
purpose. Ono publication after another
must cminate from their ranks, and will,
undoubtedly, effcet changes in due course.
Ther is no reason why they should be the
lowor class in habits, in refinement, in doli-
cacy, in education, in manners, or in com-
fort. They have only to realize their own
power, and tho scnse to act in concert, and
they will soon amend their present condi-
tion.

We have the strongest conviction of the
power of sclf-clevation on the part of our
workingmen to an extent unspeakably
greater than has yet been realized—nay, we
are convinced that they mnever will be
clevated in any other way than by their
own cfforts ; and the introduction of this
paper into the literary world is a tangible
syinptom of the existing tendency which
the workingmen of Canada have to promote
their own interests by men of their own
ranks,

We want to help one another, as far as
lies in our power, to share more fully in the
rich fund of edification, refinement and
clevating enjoyment to be found in the
literature of our age. 'We would fain open
up in the columns of our journal a fair liitlo
pleasure ground, into which we may turn
somctimes at the close of a weary day or
weck of toil, there to forget the cares and
irritations of life, there to enjoy some happy
excitement that will leave no sting behind,
as we dwcll among the scenes of other days,
the stirring deeds of brave and honest men,
and become familiar with the passing events
of our times,

In these columns we will be invited now
and then to turn aside from the turmoil and
strife of the world, and find peaceful onjoy-
ment.  To forget for a while more important
responsibilitics, and so be enabled to return
to the duties of daily life refreshed and
Many gracious and
genile influcnces, much stirring and heart-
gladdening excitement await those who will
accept it in the new and glorious literature
of this young aspiring couniry of ours. We
aim only at presenting a glimpse at its un-
told riches—preparing, inviting, guiding
our brethren to enter into their inherited
possessions,

In former agcs men lived and died like
savages. They have risen slowly, step by
step, to the dignity and happiness of civilized
men, Ages of struggle and conflict have
been preparing for us~—for every worker
among us—preparing to help us to live
higher and happier lives than our fore-
fathers lived, wheiher savage orserf. Brave,
good men have done their part, let us now
do ours. DMon of genius lay their brightest
offerings at our feet. For thousands of
years the glotious work has been going on,
accwmulating treasures of - wisdom, beauty
and wonder. At last tho whole of the rich
and mighty stream of blessings comes down
to us; let it be ours to cmbrace them?
Come join with us to help all to use them
worthily 7 Or will any of you say, “Leave
us to the old ways, the pipe and the pot are
all we require?” Notwithstanding tho
flood of books and periodicals which are

and the free access which is given to the
choicest thoughts - of the master spirita of
other days, we aro persuaded that the class
which is most entitled to, and would fully
appreciate the benefit which thése priviloges
furnish, is the very class that is practically
excluded from them., How is the
working mechanic to avail himself of those?
Under the present system of long hours of
labour, his daily toil consisting of ten or
twelve hours, which is frequently prolonged
by a long road to travel to his home, whero
he has to content himself by resting his
overtasked body by his own fireside.

Much has recently been said in reforenca
. to the shortening of the howrs of labour, and

- ¢stablished.

being scattered freely among the masses,.

hard’

upon them, s a consequence of their having
won the confidence of their neighbours,
For many yoars past various moasuros
have boen brought before thoe public in dif-
foront countries, by different classes of the
community, for the purposcs of shortening
the hours of labour, Somo of those have
been successful, and it may, wo think, be
agserted that in every case where thoy have
been granted, the capitalist has not suffered

by tho change. Wo arc well aware that onc !
universal 1easure could never be adopted'

that would remedy the evils of the cxisting
system. Some trades are moro injurious to
health than others. Some require a greater
amount of intelligenee than others. It fol-
lows, then, as a necessary consequence, that
tho hours of labour in the various trades
should in the main be regulated by theso
considcrations. Health is, of all blessings,
the first that should engage our atiention
in overy cfort for tho amelioration of the
workingman, for that is the capital on which,
with his abilities as a workmen, ho has to
dopend. His wages are not large, and the
fluctuations in trade render it slmost an
impossibility to make provision for old age*
It it cvident, then, that no effort should be
spared by which his life may be prolonged.

In no country has the movement for re-
ducing the hours of .labour made greater or
more rapid strides than in Britain. Scarcoly
twolve months have elapsed since this move-
ment was introduced among the Sunderland
and Nowcastle-on-Tyno engineers, end to-
day nine-hours is the acknowledged standard
of a day’s work; and throughont Scotland
eight and a-half hours is all but gencrally
Notwithstanding the some-
what bitter opposition held forth by a few
English employers at the hirth of the agita-

tion, it is gratifying to loarn that the reduec- -

tion of the hours of Inbour has been attained
without weakening the good feeling between
employers and thoir workmen; in fact, ié
has been the means of strengthening the
relative position of both, as an evidence of
which we copy from the December roport
of the Amalgamated Society of Enginecers,
&c., the reply of Messrs. J. & W. Dudgeon,
at present the largest employers of labour
in the ongineering trade in London, to a

letter thanking the firm for spontaneously .

granting the nine hours:

10, London Street. Fenchureh Siroct, London, B. 0., st
Doceisber, 171 .
GrNTLEMAN,—We havo every reason to bo groatly pleas-

¢ed with the address you have presented to usg to-lay,
coming as it does from 1,570 of our workmen, and given
not only an account of the Nine Hours' Movement, but
also us the result of the good feeling that hag always
cxivted between us, there never arising any dilference
which we have pot amicably scttled,

‘Wa have summered and wintered together, and when
times were not so prosperous as now, you all know, how
in a season of utter depression, by dint of hard work, wo
carried our share of tho Thames trade over, and may say
have groatly assisted in bringing back the trade'to this
rivor.

The day of nino hours has never heen a difficulty so
far ag we are concerned, becnuse being workmen our-
selves, we know practically what 10 hours a day is when
the odd quarter day is added to it ; and considering that

I, the head of the firm, have walked from tho middlo of ‘

the Commiercial Road to Seward's shop for a whole bitter
winter, meaning § o'clock in tho morning and $.30 in tho
evening for Jabour, Icaving tho short balance of 2 hours
for book and drawing-board, the gain of ono hour in the
cveping for theso purposes must be invaluable.

In taking this address from Mr. Childs, it is a matter
of great personal pleasure to me, becauso Mr. Childs and
I have each worked tho big firein a larze engivecring
cstablishment, and I am suro wo both beliove wo could
do so agnin, should the necessity for it arlse.

I now, gentlemen, hand this address to my cldoest son,
that when hiy day comes, he will be able to sce how his
Unclo and his Father did when questions of moment
arose botween them and thoir workmen,

Signed, Jotrw DupGEoX.

Mr. A. J, Dudgeon said, that should the timo arrive
when ho succeeded his Father, ho would ¢ndeavour to
do as his Father had done.

Numerous instances of a similar kind
counld be produced to illustrato the friendly
feeling which this movement has developed
in the mother country, forming a beautiful
contrast with the unjustifiable and con-
temptuous treatment administered by the
comparativoly insignificant omployers of
Canada.

The workingmen of this country will con-
tinue to agitate this important question
until the desired object is"fully attained.
They will co-operate and combine their
forces until their power is roalized.

The self-elevation of the working classes
is one of the brightest hopes of our young

and prosperous country. It i clear that.

the term “working man” is rapidly acquir-
ing a higher and more national significanco
than it over bore before; and it is doubt-
loss destined to grow into yet greater ropu-

{ tableness and universality of meaning.

How has it como about that the labour of
the working class has become so much more
fruitful in later years than formerly? The
answer is, by the infusion of thought into
its ranks, and by tho employment of thought

much yot remains to be said and done before | in directing labour. The hand-worker never

this great socisl reform is satisfacterily

| wont far until the brain stepped in to coun-

.accomplished. Workingmen’s enterprises | Sel him.

- have often failed, because of the very limited
_time at their command. The men who are
most capable of management have generally

Wz cannot—this journal cannot—give
you shorter hours—would that we could!
But we may be able to help you in procur-

Toronto, to keep back that same nine-hour ,their hands over_full, from the number of ing that and other blessings, which we long

movement that ho then advocated?

' Iimportant and responsible duties pressed_'l to se all mon enjoying.

0y

- ROCKS AHEAD!

The past two weeks havo beon unusually

pregnant with events of importance to work- |
| ingmen, and within that time, in mass meet-~
ing and other monns, they have been calh}k
iwpon to give an oxpression of opinion om
; matters more intimatoly connected perhaps
{ with two bodies of our fellow-workmon—
‘tho printers and bookbinders—but which,
at the same time, indivectly affected the
entiro working classes. 8o much has been
said, and so much written in conncction
with tho printer’s strike, that it will hardly
bo necessary for us to review the matter aé
any great length, The course taken by the .
Typographical Union was the only one left
open to them, in conscquence of the high-
handed and arbitrary action of the *MMasg-
TeR Printers”—save the mark—in peremp-
torily refusing to entertain propositions
more than once offéred by the men, for a
conferonce between employor and employed,
with a view to an amicable scttlement of -
the differences existing betwcen thom—and
therefore, on the employcrs themselves, im
the cyes of all unprejudiced men, must rest
thg onus of the present “lock-out,” for we
have not the slightest doubt but that, had
the proposition made by the printers been
meot in a friendly spirit, some means would
have been found for the settlomont of all
diflicultics, without recourse to an alterna-
tive that has engcndered such bitter foolings
of hostility between the-two parties,

Timo and again have the workmen of this
city been called upon to expreds sympathy
. with, and approval of, the course taken by
‘the Typographical Union, and the grand

demonstration on Monday, by the various
: Trades’ Unions, (a full report of which will
be found in another column,) was but an-
other cxpression of such sympathy, and
afforded indisputable cvidence that the
workingmen have made the cause of the
printers and bookbinders their own, Not
has the sympathy been conlined to this city,
or 10 mere words; for from all parts of the
Province—nay, from all parts of tho Domin-
ion—have come expressions of approval, ac-
companied with substantial tokens of sym-
pathy.

But far as it was generally believed the
“Master Printers” were prepared to go te
“crush the men, and endeavor to ‘‘stamp

. out” the principle which thoge men are ad-

vocating, it was hardly believed possible the
cmployers would carry measures to the ex~
tremne they have done, in causing the arrest,
on Tucsday worning, of a number of the
prominent members of the Typographical
Union, on the charge of “‘conspiracy,” on
the strength of the ‘‘legal opinion” given
to the “Master Printers’ Association,”
based on the obsolute and defectivo laws
claimed to prevail in Canada. Should it
appear that these laws arc anything more
than a dead letter, their erasure from our
statute books will soon be accomplished, -

The news of the arrest sproad like wild-
fire through the city, and in the evening
the intense feelings of the operative classos
‘found vent in a mass meeting hold in, the
msrket squaro, where thousands of work-
men gave expression, in no unmistakable
terms, to their detestation of tho unjusé
. actions of the employers in tampering with
| tho rights and liberties of citizons. The
hearing of the casc was fixed for Thursday |
. morning, and we shall refrain from furthee
remarks on this matter till our next issue.

JOURNALISTIC.

W have to thank the Hamilton Siandard -
"for its kindly notice of the incubation of the
., OxTarR1I0O WoORKMAN. Should we meet tho
same measuroc of approval as our lively con-
temporary we shall be fully ropaid for our
labours,

Toronto is keoping up its yeputation as the ,‘
Athens of Canada, and now stands pro-emi-

nent—possessing the best .daily nowspapes
published in the Dominion. We allude to the
daily Mail, which since its first appearance,
three weeks ago, has shown a spirit of enter-
- prise most commendable, and which we have
reagon to believe the public are showing theiy

appreciation of.
We note with pleasure tho starting ¢

i will receive the cncouragement that the ents
prise of its publishers deserves. L

Wae aro glag to see renewcd signs of lif
our contemporary the Journal of Comm
| the proprictor of which, in conjunction
some practical printers, has recently op
! an office for printing and publishing his
paper, instead of depending on others f
publication. Good Company has also
a like course,~—~and in both of th
offices wo are glad to learn that t1¢%
of the Nine Hour principle is recognize
the mon are working fifty-four hours a

Amongst the more powerful support
the pino hour movement may bo mey
tho London (Eng.) Timée, which bases
guments in favour of the principle on
moral and sanitary grounds,




