all

80 ully and har d thro’ the
afforls of tho rose leaves, which so charmingly
embraced and united, in sweetness nnd love, the
East and tho West of the great commercinl me-
tropolis. Mr. McConkey, from North Simcoe, will
read an cssay on “ Ledger Influence;” tbis is
another feature of tbe Canndinn Citcus likely to
be ussful to the legislators of the sister Pro-
vinces. Mr. Ferguson, from South Simcoe, has
selected frora his large flock a number of his best
trained “lambs,” and these will be exhibited along
with a lot of fall-statcred Clear Grit sheep, to be
brought from South Waterloo by Mr. Cowan. MMr.
McKellar, from Kent, will appear in his great|
characters of # The Modest Man,” and #Smooth
‘Water runs Deep.” At the conclusion of the per-
formance the entire Ministry will appenr, united

Hlended

“With thumbs turn]f&llg,aok. they popularly

My burp of curiosity being largely developed,
it leads me into many scrapes, and, last Monday
cvening; led me to a placo of no little notoricty
for the gallantry of the Jower order Britons, namely,
to the Bear Garden ot the City Hnll, where (as n
private circular, put into my haud into tho streot,
informed mc) there was to be o trinl of skill ex-
hibited between two renowned mosters of the noble
science of orntory, at seven o'clock precisely. I
was not a little charmed with the peculiar word-
ing of the challenge, which was written as follows :

#1, John Thomas Baxterino, lineal descendant of
Sir Jobn Falstaff of Puncheon, Alderman, Master
of the noble science of Refined Oratory, hearing in
most places where I go that Mayor le Metcaufe, of

tightly by o conlition grip, d of the Mnsonic,
the Odd Fellow, and the Orange; they will sing:

" Wo'ro a band o brothers!”

To be followed by a chorus from the few Opposis
tionists now in the House, from the air of
Tho oinp that couldn’t get worm:
8lhivery, sbakery, iswt it cald 1™
Mr. W. F. Powell, of Catlelon, has been ap-
pointed clown of We circus, aud we promise our|
Enstern friends o fund of wit and humor very
rarely enjoyed.
Mr. Sandfield McDonald will, we are requested
to announce, have a “sweat board® outside the
canvass, whero the member for Cornwall will ply

bis “little game * for the benefit of the Acadians

who may wish to learn practically the value of a
thorough kpotwledge of tricks and conjuror’s wares,

- A side-sbow entertainment will be given by the
members of the Press who accompnny tho circus.
The fine comedy of * Brotberly Love” will be
presented—the two principna) characiers being the
representatives of the Leader and Globe. The
rest of the Presa programme is as follows :—

“Ham fat man," by tho editor of the Hamilton
Spectator.

“The sprig of Shillelah,” by the editor of the
Beantford Courier.

“The Mcllroy Boys," by the editor of the Ham-
ilton Times.

“The Emigrant's Lament,” by ke editor of the
0ld Countryman,

The Press show will conclude by Essays being
rend in tbe following order :—

“ Government Patronage,” by the cditor of the
Freeman,

“Patent Mining Tools” by the cditor of the
London Free Fress, znd late editor of the Quebee!
Mercury.

# Mucilogo and Sealing Wax,” by the editor of]
the Quebce Chronicle.

4 Orystal Palaces,” by tho editor of tho Montreal
Qazette.

We never knew of & more altractive show than
this. The above is buta mere outline of the great|
performance. “Biz" ought tobe first-rate, and, no|
doubt, the enterprising showrnen will return mth [y
bountiful barvest. The Grumblers readers will be
regularly posted up as to the progross of the show.,

y| D

bank, .M., procluims himself to be my superior
in tbe above science, do invite him {o mect me,
and exereise ut the several weapons following, viz.

bomb , personalities, vul—

» 1oti

garities, aml bad ynmmer.

If the style of Jobn Thomas Baxterino approached
that used by knigbt errants in former days, Mayor
le Metcaufe returncd answer in similar style, adding
a little indigoation at being challenged, and seem-
ing to condescend to cucounter Jobn Thomas Bax-
terino, whom he appareatly regnrded as far benealb
his notice. Thoe acceptance was couched in the
following words :—

“1, Mayor le Metcaufe, of Donbank, tracing wy

the noble science of Oratory, will not fail (D. V.)
to meet this fair inviter at the time and place ap-
pointed, desiring fair play, and no favor.—Vivar
ReGva !

As js my usunl custom, I commenced to medi-
tale and consider from what this custom took its
rise, and, passing over tbe many scencs rocalled
to my mind occuring among the Greeks and Ro-
wans, T cawo to the conclusion tbat it was a relic
of the days of the Red Cross Knights, Brilomart
and Amoret, where many

“ A geotlo knight wag pricking on tho pluine,

Yclnd in mightic arms and silvee shiclde,

To provo his | puiesanco in battles benve,

To winno him worshippoe, and Licr graco to trave.”
And now I could not help lamenting that the
terrible part of the ancient conflict i3 preserved
when the amorous side of it is forgotten—that we
bave retained the darbarity and lost the gallantry.
Hoiv much more interest would the challenge bave
excited hnd it run: #I, Jobn Thomas Baxterino,
&c., for the love of Mary Jane Lightfoot, do assert
that the said Mary Jone Lightfoot is the fairest of
women, and will prove it by actual demonstration.”
Then the noswer: “1, Mayor le Metcanlfe, &e., do
deny that Mary Jane Lightfoot is as fuir as Polly
Kildare. Let Polly Kildare look on, and I desire
no favour.” This would give things a different
agpect, and the presence of ladies would animate
the disputaats with a more gallant incentive than
the hope of propitiating tho clectors with a view
to re<el . Yet, g tho thing wants
such amendmeats, it was carried on with great
spirit, Jobn Thomas Baxterino came on firat,
preceded by an old trumpeter, who, entering the

flict. There nlso entered with the daring Baxter-
ino, a gentlemen, whose name I could not learn,
but evidently o fnitbful ally of bis principsl. This
doughty cbampion (John Thomas) looked round
upon the whole assembly, and, as he rolled from
side to side with a stiff knee, ho gave intimation
of tho purpose for which e was there, He is o
man of five fect ten inches, or thereabouts, in
height, of a rotund appearance, short, thick set,
and stumpy, with a look of importance, and pos-

descent from Vulcan and /Eolus, Grand Master of]|

)|a good steamer on Liake Simcoe.

a peculier swagger, ob d from & habit
of motion in military exercise.

The expectation of the spectators was now al-
most at it height, and the crowd pressing in soon
filled the vacant space in the aren and gullery, and
Mayor lo Metcaufe then entering, the whole assem-
bly turned their eyes upon tho champions. Met.
caulfe's second was an average sized man, who
kept his bead looking towards the ground, rumi-
:|nating on figures, probably, as I was told he was
o great financier. Baxterino bad an andacious
look that took the eyc; Metcaufe, o perfect com-
posure that cogaged the judgment. And not the
contest began. No one can describe tbe sudden
concern in the whole assembly. The most disor-
derly crowd was at once as wmuch engaged as if
all their lives depeuded ou ench word spoken,
But words fail me to describe the rest of the scene.
Sentence followed sentence, invective followed
invective, fiercer, still ficrcer, grew tne war of
angry words, until it was nothing but o confused
Babel of noises, the like of which I had never
beard before, Lapsing into unconsciousness, I ve-
vived o time to hear Baxterino proclaimed victor,
and led off for a guzzle ; Metcaulfe's second follow-
iog him, and declariag that he would, that day
fortnight, fight bim at the same weapons. Soon
the erowd licgan to depart, each talking with his -
neighbour over ihe scene they bad wilnessed, and
dilating ou the merits of the two principals; and
I thought it something in naturo very unaccount.
able, on such occasions, to see the people take a
certain paiuful gratification in bobolding taeso en-
counters, where every scuse wo possess is offended,

« Feedius hoc aliquid quandogque audibus.”
——
Lake 8imcoe.

—— Will not sowe of our enterprising men put
There is & grand
opening, as the people at tho various poiats would
assist any Company that would take the matter in
hands. The Captain of the present boat by his
stupid and silly conduct has forced parties wlio
wish to visit Toronto to go round by Lindsay in
preference to being forced iato o boat with & man
that is totally unfit for b position. Will not Perry
or some otber popular man take this matter up?
North Ontario.

—— We think that the County of North On-
tario for the poblo stand it has taken in rejecting
McDougall should be called the Banner County—
feom the fact, that McKellar nor McKonzie or any
of the mountcbank crew were not ollowed to have
any mectings there during the late contests, but
wera given to understand that it was bad enough
to bave to listen to McDougall's lies svithout the
agssistance of the Prince of liars, McKollar, Well

circle, proclaimed the result of last evening’s con-

done, North Ontario!



