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mostly dormers or, if shaded by tall neighbors, might
be mostly glass.

At last the daily press i§ be-
ginning to say something in the

way of sound criticism upon th.e
senseless idea that seems to possess people in this

country that our happiness is to be found
growth. Grow we must, but it is the kind ot g.rowth
implied by this emulous haste to be big—the kind of
popular mind that is implied by it—that makes the
judicious melancholy. The Toronto Globe, c?mment-
ing upon the appointment of a Commissioner of

. ‘“
Publicity and Industries for Toronto thinks that ‘‘the
notion that a few more factories

The Worship of
Mere Bigness,

in rapid

pulled in from outside

towns, a few more miles of streets and b}zildingS,_ta
few more people gathered together within the city
limits

Wwould add to the greatness of the city and to the
rofits citizenship” is ‘“‘grotesque foll)f”- The
Mail and Empire is strong upon the unfriendliness tz
other towns of trying to tempt works from them, an

the unfairness to existing manufactures in Tor?nto to
offer special inducements to others to come in. Al;
this is delightful to read; especially the argtfrrxent o

the Globe that «‘the city itself—the opportunities and
comfort and wholesomeness of its life—is its 0\-Jv.n bes;
publicity agent”; that, “‘by improving the conditions o

life in the city,” the City Council “‘will help tf) make
Toronto not only a magnet to outside enterprises but
also a place worth while for its own citizens.” The.re'
is nothing vulgar about #as idea; a place worth w_/llll
Jor its own citizens. What a vision of dignified enjoy-
ment of life this calls up, compared with that othf?r
idea of haste to be big, to beat some other town B
size —to be rich, if you will. Does that last possibility
invalidate all protest? There is no tryer philosophy of
life than that those who ““covet after” money (or desire
it unduly), pierce themselves through with many
sorrows. And it is unquestionably an undue desire for

honou

postpone the enjoymen

t of the passing years.
It is common talk

» among those who knew Toronto
thirty years ago, that the present city, with all its
ﬂimprovementS,” is not nearly so pleasant to live in.
What are the improvements? In general they are
» POWer, means of locomotion; not civic
in the true sense of the term, but com-
es of corporations formed not so much

O the happiness of the public as to profit

by their necessities; and the noise, dust and crowding
together, which are the disa

life, are go much

material; light
improvements

share in the gradual growth of the unpleasantness that

distinguishes the Toronto of to-day from the pleasant
city of thirty years ago.

Mere size and the ac
society have of cours
changed conditions of

Companying disintegration of
€ an important place in the
life as cities grow.

€W ones which will mitigate the

evil of mere size, To aim principally at increasing it

is certainly not the wa:

Here is what the qu&p has to Say upon the subject,
atter advocating the ad@ption of 5 definite policy of

B

dy
red
at have %€

st:ons th 3 y
action with regard to propositions £ the ¢ find

. . o
been made for the beautification sy
scheme of parks and Jriveways, lakeunds’ i i
improvement, beauty-spots, playgro . inte"ige"i e
1m‘{:,T deal with these problems would reqhal involved g
. "t:ive statesmanship far beyond t;eg. ot i e
ConSt'n::nent of a Commissioner of lndustr.O-nditions 8 ® e
alppon;arger problems, by improving the lr‘"e rouches © & th'e
i ifying its surroundings, by letting SO oo pla).’ i 2
00 yk 'gto the lives of the children b e r-actonee | be-
el ’c? of their parents who must toil |2nto will, inde
risises anqs in ways such as these that T(i:; o big“efs" brief‘
S pmgr?éat city, and not by mere b::ead e in o
Cm;eh?sgis the gospel of civic 1mpro " tal parts mease
This must play a part, and a fundamfz incr "l
ithou
licy for a city’s growth, WlthO'” ]aboul’ers)’ o
f: lzbourers in a city, (and we are.d gt & .
e . . ==t
make no provision for their life dlSwe il P
sordid policy that ought to be, an . crease 8 o
ut of date. If an effort is made to e preve“t o
oi/e a parallel effort should be made'n The apgt i
size, : live in. :
i fit to I ald :
: king the city less e R oo g
s tmafa gommissioner of Pl]thltyCommisslonnded
ent o . ; :
made without appointing also t};ercibly comm i
g’vic Improvement which was so 10 ceates
to1 the city of Toronto by some of :;t:out & ot
last January. The city will grow N the : il
sioner but it cannot become great ol m;iCh
;iseion To add to the traffic on bl - .
onl)l increase the unattractiveness O There ™ o
i n. g
Iready too big for its present pla. S with PO o of
: w lines of traffic run by a Comm'SFor a great fd ol
ne s
buy and sell land for the purpose. bl wou
i ‘y rk we are assured such a comn 1 to be
its wo 8 t he require ag :
want a loan; but it need no od pelter o e
self-supporting for it is likely to be e entefP’r i
‘““‘magnet to ou anner
icity—a greater ‘‘mag i
puglii :morf permanent and whofleSO
o . . . L l 3
the publicity commissioner himse

—
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QUESTIONS FOR 51‘12115?2for y"a,fy 4
A friend of mine, whom I hav'e knfo’w - emP . of
ter’'s foreman but who is n das apro[zﬂortb
. ?arpen le of questions the other ¢ e
r:lsedr:::t‘:[:s' strike in Toronto, whi€
the ca
ing on. ' :
pa’sl‘s}l)egﬁrst question is: Since pe:::m ot
wage of carpenters seem to better ouse enhoug
He observes that a 5001 alth® "
s s §600is now worth 8% com® -
S y:a:ss gagzd a house as it was, ando che ‘M9
:1: cnoonclusion that he ha.s got ‘SO'::S isen ue?’ i
And, if the value of t}:s hO:FepriceSv h‘; . peit®
i ere ’
Sporapt respente fn the valoeof st ML
pr‘?mpthrespt(;le strike and the rise 10 v whi®
3:‘1112 wifev:ages rise 10 per cent., @ ::’t‘;‘ $z,z?tt]e
to co;t $2,000, promptly becomes ‘Zbably B
is none the worse and. pr building ' ?
owner'lf these uncertainties in the " pouse et
bette:r ’thorinsurance of plentiful value t(())O- l
ff?}\?illll.ebe esa.id, the strikers are richefe money e ;trl
1I‘hat is the question. Tl‘wey get m'](‘)gey pave ce“u;
have raised prices in getting i1t. e P e bd
f which the rent has g0 b sit i af”
- Pmuseshor and baker are in the Sam'ce of bre? AP
;I}‘xh?er cb:ntcdiZtribute their rent in the P;;y
m:at, so that it is repaid to them.
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