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of Commons, but a different interest, and at the dictate of that
interest resisting to the uttermost every measure of change,.
from the Habeas Corpus Act to the mitigation of the Criminal
Code, and from the mitigation of the Criminal.Code to Parlia-mentary Reform. In no single instance, we are persuaded, canthe House of Lords be shown to have discharged the supposed
function of a Senate, by revising, in a calmer atmosphere and in
the light of maturer wisdom, the rash resolutions of the LowerHouse. Its members are not older or more sedate, much lessare they better informed or wiser than those of the House ofCommons. They are simply members of an hereditary aristoc-racy maintaining the privileges of their order. For that objectthey readily passed the most revolutionary measure, in the worstsense of the term, recorded in the political history of England-the enfranchisement of the ignorant and irresponsible populace
of the cities by the Tory Reform Bill of 1867. Yet the beliefthat they are a sage council of political revision has given birth
to the double-chambered theory with the multifarjous embodi-
ments of which the British colonies and constitutional Europe
are overspread.

Under elective institutions there can be no real power but
that which rests on the suffrages of the people. Nominated
Senates, such as the French Senate under the Restored Mon-archy, and our Senate, are nullities, with a latent possibility of
mischief, which was manifested the other day by the refusal of
the supplies, for the purpose of a party coup d'état, by the
Senate of Quebec. If an attempt is made to divide the realpower by making both Houses elective, the result is a perpet-.
ual risk of collision, such as has twice produced a dead lock
in Victoria, and in France came near the other day to replung-
ing the country in civil war.

Not in complications, rivalries and conflicts is the necessary
Conservative influence to be found, but in the proper constitu-
tion of a single assembly, in requiring such qualifications onthe part of its electors, filling it up by such instalments so regu-lating its legislative procedure that it may be an organ of


