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THE BIRDS OF I'BEY-Cl* NOVA SCOTIA.
By J, Bersarnp Giuein, A.B,, M.D,, M.R.C.5,
Ix making this list T have personally ilenti-
tied, with one or Iwo exeeptions, every species
i, Twill not say that vo other specitien
may be added, It that it herenfler noled, it
will be o very rare one 1o have exeaped my
notice ot more than thiety yewrs,  Porsonal
identitication of ench species also by the writer,
even if in a4 narrow limit, adds always to the
interest amd value of o paper,  In classification
1 have nxed Key to No Ameriean Birds, by
De. Coues, 1872, of the value of which it
searcely needs any mention from e, 1 have
toumd, with one or two exceptions, all the
birds of this Order common 1o North Eastern
Amerien, in Nova Scotia. and noticed those 1
expeeted to find and failed.  From their nature
aml foud they are rare evervwhere, and one
who has witnessed the searcity of all animal
life in our foresty and the littde binl lite even |
in our cultivatad fickls, = not gurprised by
finding a grenter seareity of this Onder. The
inmumerable tlights during  the antwnm of
what are called shore binds, ehietly composed
of the Geners Trixaa, Torases and closely
allied species in their autumn nigeations,
attracts numbers of the Genus Fawco. Our
marshes, especially nfter mowing, which luys
bare the runs of field mice, amld the haunis of
froge, snakes wml other reptiles, attencts the
harriers and buzzards, amd the sca shores of
the Bay of Fundy, at ebb tile, lefl in fur
reaching and muaddy flats abounding in
stramled fish, bring the eagles und fish hawks
for their prey, the lntler seizing its living prey
trom the shallow pools, whilst the former,
when not plundering the fish-hawk, contents
himselt” with  the dewl and stramded  tish.
kixcept the grouse, the hare, and perhaps
shrews in the depth of the winter forest, or a
white weasel or jay bird, or a red squirrel now
und then, the stern winter has lockel in snow
and ice everything that makes foul for (he
“few owls that hibernate with us. The few
eagles and fish-hawks 1 have dissceted, 1 have
fonnd fat, even in winter; the hawks generally
thin. I bave never identified any kites in
Nova Scotia, but wmy gon has observed fork-
tail hawks in the air, which | have also seen,
but very rurely, most probably the Genus
Naveerus,
LIST OF RAPACIQUS BIRDS OF
NOVA SCOTIA.
Fainy 8Sreigina—(0Owls).

Itnbo Virginianus~(ireat horned owl.
Otus cilgeris (var. Wilsopicnua)—long-cared owl,

Braelhyol (e palustris—Short cansd owl,
Spyruinm laponicwm (vov, cinerinm)—Great grey owl,
& ‘/ruium nelndosim—Barred owl.
Nyeten wivea—Snowy owl.
Supin sl (var, Hndsowic)—Hawk owl.
_M/:-lnh; Tengmalmii (vur, Richardsoni)—Tengmnln's
wwl.
Nyetule Avadica—Saw-whet owl,
Fariny Faosi,
Cireus egunens (var, Hadzoningy—MNavsh hawk.
Aevlpiter fuscus—Shurp ahin,
Awcipiter Conperii—Conpwer's lmwk.
Aslity alpiecapitlia—tioshawk.
Faleo sncer—derfaleon
Faleo commimis—]uck hawk.
Faleo colenlnrins=—=incon hawk.
Fetleo mpetveyius—Sparrow hawk.
Buteo bopealis—Red tail hawk.
Dutvo linead us—Ited shonlder hawk.
Arehibmteo lagopus (vav. Saneli Jolutiis)y—Rougeh
Tegreed hnzzand.
Pandion holiwfne=¥ish hawk,
Aquitta chrymielin—iolden engle,
Hulivet ia lencvee phalns—Bald eagle.

Yon will lind in this list, taken as veganls
its nomenclature from Coues’ Key, that many
generie ns well ae gpecitic names are changed

Frrom Wilson, Awlnbwon, Nuttall, Richardson,

and even Baird, or other recent writers.  The
grentest change is with the =pecifie.  Whilst

we aceept the chiunges from the older authors
as the necessary progress in the seience, vel
we enn see in the differences from the modern
ones that one principle rules them, @ nenrer
retarn {o Lrathy to the principle of returning
to the specific given Ly the first discoverer of
the species, nllowing I)lilll the exclusive right
of naming, and finnlly in bivds almost identi-
eal in both continents the allowance of
seographical  variation  from one common
origin.  This ol conrse is the most philosophi-
eal way of settling points beyond onr reach.
Field nnturalists can scaveely e allowed the
privilege of eriticising, which must lbe the
result of intimate knowledge of large collee-
tions and lilwaries, and, ay respeets the author
of the Key, still larger experience of field life.
Yet one may be allowed to say that anything
that recluims the seience from the divisions of
sub-tamilies and =ubrgenern, aud innumerable
lists of synonyms mule, not {or truth but for
personal exaltation, must be hailed with
plensure by all true nataralists.  Of the family
of owls which inhabit onr DProvince, the
Halifax museum, with the exception of the
great grey owl (S. laponicum), conluins an
excellent. collection of overy species I have
identificd mysell. The great grey owl wag
taken some years ago in Picton County, and
n specimen was in the collection of the late
Dr. McCulloch, of Picton town. This ix the
ounly recorded instunce I know of its being
here.  The great horned owl (B, Virginiunus)



