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Iy The figares after each Subscriber’s Address
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ECCLESIASTIOAL CALERDAR.
soveumez— 1869,

Friday. 198t Blizsbeth W

Ba‘urday, 30 —Bt. Feliz of Yalois, 0.
Sunday, 21~ Twenty-seventh after Pentecoat,
Mooday 23 -Ss. Oecllia, V. .

Tuesduy, 33 - St. Glement, P. M.
Wednesday. 14 —8t. Joha of the Cross, O.
Thuraday, 25 —Bt, Oathering, V. M.

NEWS OF THE WEEE.

From Florence, it was reported some days
ago that ike bealth of Victor Emmanuel bad im«
proved ; since then, however, not a word on the
subject has appeared 1a any of the telegraphie
items by Atlantic cable, which the ntelligent re-
porter sends across the ocean for the benefit of
the public in America. The state of Parisis
wot such as to iospire confidenee. Heari Roche:
fort, the personal esemy of the Emperor, bas
been greeted with a monster demonsiratios, and
the garrison of the city bas been augment-
ed by two regiments of cavalry. In Span mat.
ters are still in confusion.

Much activity is poticed 1 the navy yards of
the United States, and several large men-of war
are being got ready for service with great haste.
Some oi the New York journals cooclude from
this tbat the Ubnited States Government is
about to take a decisive course on the Cuban
question, and fo recognise the insurgents.

YonrtrEAL, Nov, 10, 1869.
(To the Editor of the True Witness.)

Big,—Now that our daily papers bave taken to
reporting sermons, it offera to Catholics a most ex-
gellent apportanity of wessuring the calibre of the
men who are Jonked up toas * great guos,”" by our

geparated bretbren,

‘A late pumber of the Da:ly News bas been placed
in my bands by a Proes:ant friend, containing the
anclosed Lecture, by the Rev. Dr. Irvine, delivered
before & Suoday School Association in Montreal,

The conclusiona which the Doctor defends, and
which he prafessea to arrive at himeelf, are complele
1y at variance with all that 1 have hitkerto resd on
the gubject ; but being unable to give my Proteatant
friend a very concise rejoinder, [ beg of you to in-
forca me whether the tenets put forward by the Doe-
tor were really held by the Oaldees

I bave been under the impression that it was an
old gtock argument of 1he Presbyterians, which had
been refated by Oatholic writers years ago.

I am, Bir, yours &o,,
' Ayvxron,

‘We have read the lecture alluded to by our
sotrespondent Albion, snd will merely powmt out
to bim one or two replies which he may give to
bis Protestant friend, which completely dispose
of the conclusions at which the lectorer arrives,
as to the Protestantism of St. Colamba, and his
aonverts, )

In the first place St. Columba and bis com-
panions were, &s the lecturer recoguises,
“ monks® But monachism 18 a condition that
never could bave arien in a society permeated
by what are known as ¢ Protestant principles.”
Itis the natoral and legitimate outgrowth of
Romanism, and Romish doctrizes.

Ino the second place,1t 18 evident from the
lecture itself, that on all easential points, on those
points especially which to-day dustipguish the
¢ Romub” from the Scotch Presbyterian reli-
gion, the form of Christianity introduced inte
Scotland by St. Columba, aad professed by bis
diciples was identical with that introduced mwto
England, by St. Augustin, and by the Romuh
missionacies who Janded on the isle of Thanet i
the year 597. Now we also know that the
Romish form of Christiamty i the sxth and
geventh centuries was the same as that which
Catholics profess to~day : and as things that are
identical with one another, are identical with
the same, 1t follows that the present Romish
.forms -of Christianity was that which St. Columba
taught, and which bis converts professed.

% Tn 608”—s0 we read in the lecture—* the
Easter controversy as it was called, was formally
opened by Augustine 1o a special council called
for that purpose.” ‘

This is true. - There were three points, none
of them however mvolving any ‘question of faith,

on which there was a warm, almost acrimoaioug
“eontroversy betwixt the Romish missionaries,
and the Christians whom they found in'the Bnt-
ish islands. One had reference to the day on

which the festival of Easter should be observed.

The second was as to the proper form of eccle-
winstical tonsure : whetber it should be circular

\ mrgsid)_nqt_'ies ; 'thg ‘thyrd point - b - controversy re-
| Iated 1o certain ceremonies nsed ‘in the’admms-

The Trne  Titmess. |

‘Christian Bible. The fourta Gospel for instance

after: l‘lillé‘gqipl_s_h‘ '\figs.‘bion‘»‘;. ;i-':"erreic‘eﬁtft;hipe't!:, _;ag'i |
1t was given amongst the disciples of the’ Scoteb

tenog- of the Sacrameat -of .Baptism. .From
thése controversies we may'goncinde to two
faetgs— - - - )

1. That the early Stotch Christians did ob- |

serve the festival of Easter; which modern Sceteb
Protestants do not. For the ‘matter (o dispu'e
was not as to whether the Festival should be
kept? but as to the day on whith it shouid be
kept. Not that the British Ceristians were
guarto—decimans, for they kept the feast on the
first Sunday after the vernal full moon, according
te their computation: but not baving adopted
the novel .but more accurate cycle, which was
only adopted at Rome about the middle of the
sixth century, ther paschal or vernal full moon
did not coiscide with that of Rome. The con-
troversy was not a religious, but simply ao as-
tronomical countroversy, in whica every one now
admts that Rowe was right.

2, That on all important points affecting dog-
ma, snd the spiritual hfe, the form of Christiamty
brought br St. Augustive from Rome, and that
which be found existing amongst British Chris-
tians, were identical : or otherwise on these points
also there would have been controversies keener
even than those on the paschal and tonsure ques-
tions, and of which the trace would be evidentin
history. There was a most bitter feeling of
bostility, in fact, betwixt the older Christians
anA the converts made by the Romisk mussion-
aries ; 80 much so, indeed, that we find Laurentius
successor 1 the See of Canterbury to St. Au-
gustine, complaining that a Scottish Bisnop, Da
gamus, wonld peither eat at the same table mith
him, nor yet lodge uoder the saae roof. Now
is 1t within the lLimits of probability that under
such circumstances, the Christians whom the
said Dagamus represented would not bave pro-
tested loudly and emphatically aganst ¢ Romish
corruptions” if, betwixt the doctrines taught by
St. Augustine, avd those which St. Columba had
taught, there had been any important difference ?
On the question of Easter indeed, as to the day
oo which the Easter lestival should be observed,
there was as we bave seen a warm coniroversy:
but there is no trace in history of any disputes
as to the sacraments, their efficacy, the real pre
gsence i (be Eucharist, the Mass a sacnifice, the
invocation of Saints, or prayers for the dead,
On all these points we may therefore logically
conclude that there was perfect agreement be-
twixt Rome and Iona, betwixt St. Augustioe and
St. Columba.

Now what were the teachinge of Rome m tke
sixth aud seventh centuries! Upon the several
points indicated above there can no doubt.—
What are called © Romisk corruptions” to-day
were in full vigor in Rome in the days of the
great St. Gregory : and therefore again we may
togically conclude that, on ail the great questions
of dogmas which eeparate Catholics and Protest
ants 1n the pineteenth century, tbe Scotch, the
Irish Christians, and the Culdees of the zeventh,
beld the same faith as do Papsts do to-day.

We have ndicated, rather than given the re-
plies which our correspondent Albwor may give
to bis Protestant friend. Want of space ecom-
pela ua to be thus reticent ; but if Albion desire
further information on the subject, we refer bim
to any good ecclesiastical histories in which the
conversion of the Anglo-Saxons by St. Aagus-
tioe, and his controversies with the British Chris-
tians, ave fully treated of,

S o—

To CorRresPONDENTS. — We are asked
¢ What 18 the Protestant Canon of Scripture?
in other words of what books does the Protest-
ant Bible ecnaist 17 : .

We confess frankly, that we do not kaow, that
we are at 2 loss how to apswer this question.
But we can make this confession of ignorance the
more readily, since we do not beheve that any
intelligent Protestant could, if the same questions
were addressed Lo lum, return any other answer.

There is no Proteatant Canon of Scripture
that we know of, cr that we ever heard of : that
is to say, Protestants are not, and never were
agreed amongst themselves as to what books
have a right .to be considered canonical, or to
take their place amongst the sacred writings of
Christamity. The Anglican canon, as put forth
by Royal suthority- is, amongst English speaking
Protestants, generally blindly accepted ; but even
in England, zs m Germany, there are -many
Biblical critics who contest the right of many of
the books therein contained to a place 1o the

that cal'ed of St. Jobn,is by many learned
English Protestant critics denied to be the work
of the Apostle whose name it bears: o also with
the book called Revelations, and with the Epistle
2o the Hebrews, by some attributed to St. Paul,
These are in ke manoer excluded, as -are also
several other booke which we find 1 the Angh-
can bible, and that not by rationalists merely,
but by men who are looked upon as most eminent
for their piety, and truly Christian spirit, as well
as for therr erudition. For instance Neander
treats (he Apocalypse, part of the Gospel attri-
buted to St. John, as well as the second epistle

of -St. Peter, and other iirit'mgs'inclltilde;d,l'n the |

Aunglicén -cadon, as -spurious, or at -best very
doubtful,
Luther, who g it is well- kaowo:rejected the

'Epmtle"; so~called of. St, James, to show that

there never was any uciversally received Canou
of Scripture amongst Protestants. :
Such beiag the case we are not ashamed ‘to
confess that we are nnt aware of the existence of
aov % Protestant” Canon of Scripture, Perbaps,
the Witness may be able to enlighten our cor-
respondeat on the subject.

Augother correspondent is mformed that in the
Catholic Church a2 man can marry hus deceased
wife’s sister, and 2 woman can marry her deceased
husband’s brother with a dwspensation, such
marriages not beng probibited by pstural law.
For excellent disciphaary reacons the Church
1mposes restrictions upon, or impedimeats in the
way of such marriages; but these restrictions or
impediments which she 1mposes she also has the
right to remove uoder particular circumstaoces
which to ber may seem to require it,

Catherne of Arragon was married to Henry
VIIL. in virtue of a dispensation, though she bad
been previously married to bis brother Arthur.

The Irish Establishment at last yielded to,
and was crushed by a pressure from without,—
The Established Church i England is menaced
by a fermentation from within, which threatens to
burst 1t up one of thesa days, and perbaps at no
very distant day.

This fermentation, or violeat internal action,
has been much accelerated by the appointment
of Dr. Temple to the situation of Protestant
Bishop of Exeter. The High Chucch party
protests indignantly agaiast the subordmation of
the church to tbe State, and its organ, the
Chureh News, comes out pretty strongly for

disestablishment. It says:—

i Bvery dey it becomes more apparent that, with
Bishops appointed by the 8tate picked and ohosen
for their inability to aee the nese-sity of adeptation,
for thelr readiness to aactifica the welfare of the
Bady of Ubrist to the pleasure of the State, the Ark
ig beiog wrecked through & miserable eagerness to
hog the 1and, and a fear of standing on: ioto the

deep open aea.’

The Ark as the Churck News calls the Pro-
testant Church of England, 1s io a bad way.
If on ope side it is menaced by the breakers of
Erastianism, the gales of Voluntaryism which it
would bave to encounter were it to haul off from
the land, and to stand out into the opea sea,
would soon cause it to founder altogether.—
Ewmancipation from the State would be but an
exchange of masters for the poor Ark: and io-
deed it is clear to every one that has studied
its log book, that nothing but the strong band of
the State, has hitherto preserved it from de-
struction. Left to itself 1t would perish by in.
terpal dissensions within a year, and the fable of
the Ki'keony cats would socn become a fact.

Chunon ScrooLs 18 THE U. STaTES.—
Tue agitation on the guestion of State School
wm 1 the U, Stares is by 0o meaus on the de-
cline, and the Tribune of New York fears that
even the exclusion of the Bible from the common
schools, and the ehmmation of all religious teach-
wg from the education therern given, will fail to
satisfy the Catholie party. ¢ How shall we pre-
serve our Common Schools?” the Zribune ex
claims, alarmed at the prospect of the approach-
ing overthrow of State-Schoolise.

# Jiow aball we preserve our Common
Schools 7* 'The answer 15 simple enough. By
paying for them out of your own pockets, and not
by filching the fands required for their support
from the pockets of those wio will bave noge of
them » who are as beartily opposed to State.
Schaoliam, as you profess to be to State-Chureh-
wm. Leave education free in the same sense as
you leave religion free: deal with the School as
you deal with the Cburch: be jost, be honest, f
you ean ; pay for your owa schools, but don’t tax
others for their support. ;

By adopting these simple rules, the Sehool
Question would at ence be solved, and the angry
passions to which. its discwssion has given birth,
wouold be at onee killed off. This it is strange
that the Z7vebwns does mot see ; whilst at the
name time 1t ean pereeive that it is not to the de-
tails but to the fundamental principle, of State-
Schoolism that the Catholics, not of the United
States only, but of the entire world are opposed.
Edueation it canoot too often be repeated is no
more the legitimate function of the State than is
Religion: and & Common School spstem such ad

that of the U, States 1s as much’ e nusance as

was the Chureh of Ireland as By Law Estab-
hsbed. It must be razed to the ground,

. The question of the right of women to preach
will ere fong have to be discussed by the Scotch
Presbyterians, - Already, so it appears from the
Scotsman; mnisters: of the Free Kurk in the

‘Orkney islands, “bave. opeaed their pulpits to

preachers of  the « female denomwnation,” whose
discourses bave powerfully affected the young
men of the congregation. The Presbytery have
interfered to put the practice dowa, but it finds
many srdent supporters amongst the lity. .

Skating commented at Ottawa last week, and
the 1ce was considered good for the season.

We need not go.back to'the days of

‘freak of nature are joined together.

agsm call attention- to- the - Lecture .upon this
subject, to be delivered on'the evenmg of Wed-
nesday next, 24°'h ust., at § p.M., in ike Aca-
‘demic Hall of St. Mary’s Coliege, by Dr. J.
W. Rogers, late a muister ot the Protestant
episcopahan sect in Memphis, United Srates.—
We trust the gentleman will bave, as he deserves
to have. a good avdience ; and we thuk that we
may veoture to assure those who attend, that
they will hear the subject discussed 1n a gentle~
manly, Christian, and philosophic spirit.

Sight goers in Montreal.have during the past
week bees much excited by the exhibition of a
strange phenomevon called on the placsrds % 4
Gl with Two Heads.,” This we humbly sub-
mit is a misnomer, for that @hich is exhibited is
o Two Gurls with only one trunk” There
are two distinct itelligences, and wills, and we
should say two distinct persons, wha by a singslar
It is not
tbat nature bas been too liberal 1 giving to one
person two heads: but that she bas been mg-
gardly, in that (o two persons she has assigned
oaly one trunk and alimentary canal, Some-
thing of the same kind occurred in the case of
the Siamese twios: but o that of the girls now
exhibited the union 13 closer, and more astonish-

ing.

9EariNe HuusLe Piz.—Ip spite of all therr
blusteriog and tall talk, the chapter of Exeter—
so we learn by telegram—bave met, and like
good boys whom the master’s caoe keeps n
order, have freely elected Dr. Temple, Bishop
of the diocese, Itis a capital joke, and would
furnish material for a cartoon n Punch.

NortH Renrriw.—After a bard fight vic-
tory Las declared itself on the side of Sir Franeis
Hincks. His total majority over bis opponent
Mr. Findlay wes 113 ; the numbers being 553
to 440.

Tre *OPEN BiBLE.” — What the * open
bible” bas doge for Englasd, we will not pretend
to say ; what it bas not done 13 this:—Tt has
uot prevented the growlh of a social condition
than which nothing more bideous is to be found
w the records of ancient or of medera heathen—
Ism, So at least Protestant writers themselves

tell us: —

" Fearing’ ~5ayl the Echo-~*thatthe newspapers
may nos bring out the facts with sufficient clearness
we wigh to bave it known in all ite nnked bideoua:
vess, that a trial 8% the Midélesex Sessions bag this
week estanlished the fact that a sysiem of murdering
children by wholesale is carried oa in London nnder
the very noses of our vigilant police The plan is
wopked ont by a conspiracy, io which the criminals
a-e so divided as each toseem withont guilt or blood .
shed, Thus thera is a den for lyiog io matroos au
secret, somewhere in  Cold-Harbour Lone in Camber-
well as the evidence ghowed Secondly there are
nurses — (80 called the hags 1) — who receive such chil.
dren, and get them adopled by ladies at £8 per head.
on eondition that no further queations shall be asked.
Thege *ladies’ deop the children in the fields or sub-
urban ditches, kaving firav drugged the poor little
croatures to sleep. Of 1ke woman detecred it was
gnid by Throughton, 8. T., *that five children bed
been fonnd in Fulbam sincs Jannary, and twelve ia
Kensington since April — an usprecedented large
pumber for that district ; and it wae daring this time
only tbat the prisoner lived in the neighborhood l—
Oap any of the evils asid to be consequentona
Foundling Hospitsl as encouraging immorality be
woree than this? . ., Thesbominationg of heathen
gacrifices are nct more hideous in detail than these
erimiaal records of England's metropolis in the last
half of the rineteenth centary.'— Kcho, Oot. 2nd

The world progresses no doubt; but we see
not bow this progress 13 to be reconciled with
Christiantty, and the Catholic Church, Cer-
tainly not by means of an * open bible,”

Cuio Murpez AND Feericinx 1x tHE U.
§tares.—These borrid crimes, so prevalent in
the United States, are telling fearfully upon the
population of that country, and therr couse-

quences are thus expressed by the Philadelphia
Ledger. It will be noticed that the crige is

almost exclusively confined to the native popula-
tion, whilst the foreign population, for the most
part Catholic, 1s free trom it. The reader will
draw his own conclusions : — ’

[From the Philadelphia Ledger.]

In 1855 the census of the Btats of New York
luk.en by families. In ooe-fourth of the families 'nr::
a gingle cbild war found, while in the remaisiog
three-faarthe there wag only s frastion over ons ebild
to ench family. This included but the forejgn and
native population, and the racs ate 8o greatly mixed

in New York toat it {s difficalt to draw the iine, but.

the compiler of the censns, Dr. Hongh, be oD«
vineed that there fano natural increﬁl; in ;:;‘:htl:n
among the familles Cessecded from the early sottlers
of that Stats. In Massachusetts, whiloin 1865 one-
half the popalation was under sixteen years of age, at
the present time gcarcely one-fourth of the purely
American class ig under gixteen, Todeed, ths birth
rate of the Amerioan portion of Masaaechugetts 13" but
ote 1u fifty per anram, while in France, where the
population is gaid to be stationary, the native - birth
rate amounts to one in thirty seven: In Conneeti-
eut, the ashool report for 1866 states that the relative
number of children had been steadily decreasing for

the past forty years; and in Vermont the birth rate,

whén separated from the foreign y
one half as large as that of Enggla:??mnt" w‘.' qnly

, Not only in_ New Eogland and New York; 1bat o
al communities whare forelgnera and Arwericans are
living _alde‘ by side, the most surptising differenee io
the-gize of their families exista—the former often
?:&;:g;ng two or three times as many children a8 the

Tue Lire ‘or CiarisTorusr CoLUMBUS—
- Compiled - from the Freach of Roselly de

-+ Lorgues, by J. J. Barry, M.D. Published

by P. Donahoe, Boston :

‘Nove but a Catholic can prbper'l;y'wnt"e"th-_q

PutLosoruy or Rituarisu, — Wa “would

life of the great oavigator “and discoverer whose

virtues as & Christian “were a8 eminent’'as bia
‘courage and fautical skill.:- Mr, Barry. has well

accomplished his task, and has presented the
reader .with the Yest :hife. of Columbus n the
Euglish langvage. Tbe old, ‘yet ever neir, story -
of the marvellus voyage across the dark unknown
sea, the mars tenedresym of our farefathers, of
the frst sighting of the land, the wouders and”
riches of the newly discovered world, are told
with power, and elegance: and throughout the
work breathes a truly Christian spirit; For it
must ever be borne in mind that if with the
many the finding of gold aud silver was the great
object that prompted to voyages of diécovery.
Columbus was chiefly actuated by the deswre of
wigniog fresh souls to God, and of estending the
Kingdom of Christ upon earth. Chnstopher
Columbus went forth essentially in the spirit of a
crusader.

We trust that this work may bave an exten.
sive circulation in Canads, and we may add that
1t is bandsos.ely printed, and illustrated by a por-~
trait of the great man.

. m——

Tae Lostr Rosary; or, Our Irish Girls
Therr Triais, Temptations, and Trumph, B;
Con O’Leary. . Boston : Patrick Donshoe 2

A pretty Catholic story which we hope may
realize the desire of the author, m that it may
contribute to bamsh from the family circle, the
trashy aod pernicious hiterature so common at the
present time,

Mary Mi X4, a Tale of the Holy Childhood
with an Accouvnt of the Institution. Bostop :
Patrick Donahoe : -

Tis 15 another story which Catholir parents
with ali confidence may plaece 10 the hands of
their children.

Privce ARTHUR'S MarcH—O. Pelletier,—
Published by DeZocuche Bros., Montreal : o

A very pretty piece ccmeemorative of the
visit of the son of our beloved Queen, aod highly
creditable to onr taleated fellow-townsman, O,
Pelletier, Esy.

ST. PATRIOK'S BENEVOLENT SOCIETY,

The semi annual meeting of this Society held
w St. Patricks Hall, on Thursday the 4th in-
stant the following gentiemen were elected office-
bearers for the uext half-year.

President, Edward Spelmap. .

1st Vice President, Michael Bergn.

20d Vice President, George Murphy.

Secretary, Thomas Harding.

Assistant Sheretary, Wm. Rafferty.

Treasurer, Bernard McNally, re-elected.

Collectiog Treasurer, Jobn Whitty,

Assisting Collecting Treasurer, James Mur-
pty, re-elected,

Graod Marshall, Thomas Bawes,

Assistant Grapd Marsball, William Rowland,
o Assistant ?End Marshall, Thomas Clarke.

ommittee of Enquiry, St. Anns wa
Phelap, Thomas ghelya’n. rd, Joseph

St. Aotoine ward, Michael Mahony, Samuel
Greer.

St. Lawreace ward, Heory Heator, Jeremiah
Carroll.

West ward, John Burke.

Centre ward, William Grace.

St. Mary’s ward, Patrick Kehoe.

. This Saciety is steadily increasing in numbers ;
its object 18 to assist the widows and orphans of
its diseased members.  All such societies should
be e::collx]raged.b T:e Treasurer’s semi-anaual
report shows t{he hagdsome sum on

$1,894.45, haod of

THE IRISH UATHOLIO BENEFIT SOCIETY
HONTREAL,

_ The ahove Society 1 newly formed. Its ob-

ject 18 threefold—oamely :—

The Union of Eoglish speaking Roman Ca-
tholic and Merchantite men.

The Assstiog of Members of the Seciety
during illness ; and thewr decent waking and
burial after death. :

To support the Widows and Orphaps of dé-
ceased Members, '

oF

The following gentlemen were elected Qffice-
bearers for the ensuing half year :—
President—Mr J D Kennedy.
1st Viee do— Alexander Woods.
 20d do do— Patrick Doran.
. Secretary—James Maher,
Asstapt do—Martin Newall,
Treasurer~—Thomas Buchannan,
Collectung do—James McKillopp.
Asgsistant do do— Patrick Jones.
-Grand Marsball—Jobo Lawlor.
1st. Assistant do—Jobn Dwyer,
20d do  do—Robert Callaghan,

COMMITTERE OF ENQUIRY.

Messrs. Michael Clune, Jobn McKillopp,
Joba Curry, Patrick Corbett, Jobn Burns, Felix
Melver, Arthur Jones, Patrick Burke, Jor~®

Qunn, and Michael Feron. ,
. JAMFQ,N]AHER, See

C mr-\ ;
A

KORN KOBB ON TBE 'HINOK'S APD
-~ 'MENT. . .

e an

. From* The Ottaws Citizen,”
Mg, Eviror,—I received a prie from the
managing director of the Torontd,{”ObG- the other
day, requesting me to .l'urmsl;/hls'lourn,ll with-
some ¢ opinions of the press ? Concerning the ap-
pointment of Sir Francis l.ncl':’s‘ as Finance
Minister, for which, if Afe- opinions were salis-
factory, I shauld be werally, paid. A windfall
like that doesn’t cpd@ in the way of a gentleman
of the press everrday, so I set to work with the

'mOBt;Inﬂ_ag’izg/iﬂdlstl‘y to earn my- mozey.
Han

s,l;lsheg,ngb d left |ngq=the"cql_uq|pg_ of the




