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CHAPTEPR III.-CoNTIUED. b
I wau away freim bit and Lis mild «"«don't I love Geoffroy Oliphant with mi whole ni

You kuows " at lest, aund, geing as t ar as I heart. 1 know it Dow, and the knowledge
dare, ta tbe edga of the plateau, gaze dec n is fac frein pleaseut. But hae wili nîarty lia
In a sert of repturous dreata upon the sun- Lily, anîd 1-!l
lit alcane. "Shall w-e fd a seat ?" Mr. Oliphatît 11

"Teke care, Mise Gerard;- if yen Mcccer te a"ks abrnptly. de

get giddy it would ha ail up with yen ! a I start, celer, and muriieir a hurried as Pa
voice saye et my elbow; and a baud i8 geci- ' -et eftdas lu nook, closait in
tly placad on my arta, drewing me farthar sitb a eir"d o fe t U f eathery f ernu, an

frtate de of the yewning precipice. creepiug1 lants, sucît as wilil lienceysuekie,
"'This is se a dangerous place," Mr. 011- biacherry, aild jastutine. It commianda a n

phant goas on; «"tbey ougbt te put seine liue viewv çt the 8ccaery, and a mossy atone
mort ef a railing round." serves for a ýc3t Vu totoý Our places e1 t -

«'It lu vary grand 1" I murmur. aida by bide, lu silence; tîud then somehow'
il Very;oene feale such an iaeigniflcent the absurduty cf tire situation strikes me, lii

&tom i the midet ot it ail; and yat," hae and I begin te lauîgh. St-

adde, hait te hitaself, "«it wae made fer us Mr. Oiipi2 tt looks snrprised. ru

and, eut enjeymat."1 Il "W at ii tlic joke ? hae asks. W

IlAnd I arn sure we eppraciate it, Mr. " Notbing, " 1 repiy, atter the manner ci l

Oliphant."1 my sex ; "enily I was wonderiug how wa n
My tone lu slightly injured. Ha leughe. got hoe, sud thinking whet e pity it is we dl
q«You de, certeinly. Your face bas beau aentsmebody aise." h

a tudy for the lest tan minutes. You ad- elI datl sec, the drtft of your observa-
mire ghe beauties et nature, evidentiy, Miss tion yet, M iss Gererd; but perhaps I atui

~erad."duli of compreheusien. Let me ses"_
"Who dees net ?" I ask, vaxed et the mcditatively-"' yen were tbiukiug it ie ea-

tlffl of sercasm iu hie tons. pity we were not souaebody aeas. M'ho ougbt '

P Boôms people hava not a perticlaet auo- wa te bave beau, mey I ask 2" -

thualeum on the subject. Why, I came hore "Wolf "-I bcgiu to feel rather coufuoed t
once with a man whosa eniy remerk wes, -I supposa I ought to have baen Lily, or

Ah, very gond ideed; rethar lika a ecena you-"
by eibn Facycmarig his-mk- "Oaght to bave beau Sir Basil Archer. C

in sepiggatr wt hehad"te I sae."
a sieutifo orket rtdoe b th badof Bis toues are grave, and hie is regerdig

mean r" me with a leuik net plaasung te rny venity

I mut-mur a few words et acquiescanca ; Yet soiiu-Law I want iinu to know thet Sir
%lien there in a pause. Basil ceres for me, net Lily. It wsill Drake

IlWhare are the othprs 2" 1 ask, etter a hitu se init liappier.
while, fanding the silence, soewhat amnbar- IISîr Kasil docsuit care for Lily," 1 eay
rassing. "'Are tbey netcomnitag " ebruptly, witî amy usuel hadloug untbhink-

"I suppose so. I lett th-mn on the way," îng candor. -IIl --c-"
ha answers carclcssly ; Lut ripon bis face rIumîuot hut1"M. lphant replies.
thora cerns e look 1 Luxýe neyer seaui thare "o ,, 'î U ea 'i
befau exprssion of angry conteînpt. "But 1 doa't -c'eut yen teuende n

IlBy-the-bye,'h le contiuncs, looking et me rnisap,relu n4oî'. auid think thet Lily-"
keenly, "bave yen and your c-avalier quar- " I ',,,X~ ( Gratt, pardin Ille.,
raled? lI îet himjuet uow with amost lu- do notso n,c u inîint suppose that yeuu sii-
gubrious expression on hie face.' ter would eiu.croaucb open your prerogatives,"

"Ha eisaestupd boy not worth talking My prerogattu os ! What ca hae mean ?
te," I anewer pettiehly ; and thon I rep'eit At ttîii jnouuueut thie sont'd of voices reaches
ont- racent conversation, et wbich. Mr. Oli- us frein the otltur aide of our sereen. The
phant lau ghLe heactily. reet of the party have arrive i et the plateaui.

IPoor fallow 1" Lie exciaims. IlYou are But ne; the veices arc those et Sir Basil
bard upon bita, Miss Gerard. I amn afraid Archer end rny sistar only. 1 arn about to
Archer's society apoils yen for thet of legs ise, wheu a sentence catchee my aar and
Intellectue hidividals." - arrests mny progrees. iMn. Oliphant too

The worde are lightly spoken; but thay Lucrs it, and pute eut hid baud'to detaîn
anger me. mue. Hie face îe paie, and Lie loos eage.r

IlA.t any rate, Lily seeme to find hie cmi- -and excit'id as hae tuakrs e gesture for nie
pan y itereettng enough," 1 ratort. te kaa< iiileuace. Uuwilimg as I ma te play

The remeris le&bout as thoughtiass e ona the i-oie of oai-esdropper, it would neyer do
sa I could have chosan; but seying jutt to go eut suddenly upon themn iiow. Anti
whet cornes uppermost on the spur et the the werde we ht-ar are these, spekea lu e
moment is a tauît et wbich I bave tried in toua of lovlng tendornees by Sir Basil-
vain te break mysaît. The arrow bite its IaIdeed , dearest, I neyer canait for your
mark thie tirna with a vengeance. Mr. 011- sister. It is true I flirtod with lier, but

p h aut starts ad tarnea a dusky red under only because yen seced te care se much
h l bronte ; but Lae ouly saye shortly - fer Oliplîact'e socity"-my companion imaif

"lYee; your sieter bas geod teete as wall rises- I nover loved eny eue bot yen, rny
as yen."1 Lily. O'îly say, danling, thât you will bc

siIt me uething te do witb teste en rny my ifie 1"
part. I arnalweys obliged teauterteinhlm "1Titis is dreelt ul ! WhiA sîmaîl mu- do?
wheu Le le witb us." I ceuirot stay liûre aîmy lonîgem; it is se iaan,"

"But yen like bita?" 1 matumîiuor lieunaaina; breatît te Mr. Oli-
Yea; 1 lise Lita well enongh." pliant. *He c,6tchas iny baud in lais.

"And your sieter ?1 IlStay where yen are 1' hae whispers heek
siOli, aIe liksa bita tee!i Ha je ricL, anîd authot htativc-ly.

a Baronet, yen knew ; they eiways flnd fa- IlAnd yen are quite sure, Basil, thet yen
ror wlth avery enae." will neyer flirt with MaL egein Y" Lily Beys,

Again. my idiotic freedota of speech. i, lier sett coaxing veice. "lYen bave made
Wbat bas coma te me laely, 1 woadcr. nue so nîappy."

Mr. Oliphant leene agiainst e projectiug IlMy angel yen shahl neyer lue umîhappy
plga ot rock, folde hie arme, and regards ,gain, if 1 e-an Itrevemît it. Yoar sister le
me ettentively. tîtost charmiig "-nitieh obliged to Iiitu 1

"4Archer bas mucb te Le thanktnl fotr," au unirel "but it is yen w hem I lic;
lie eye t legtlî an thea isne src ned thonu theme 15 an expressive silence.

new in bis terres. "lI would givea li I po- I cati alieut taucy I lueur the sounud cf
moe te hiein hie ebees.' the bisa wiieh I eut sure Sic Basil is presse

IlWhy 7" ing ulpen thie lips cf luis betmothed.
The question cormes iu spîte ot taio. Thon cuiai soe comurnpleca reunars
IlHe -will gain the treesure wIiicL I covat about the a icw; but evideutly the sp"akecs

above &U eertbly possessions," is bis grave have ne thonglats te spaca te the beauty
reply. ernd theta; anîd son tlîey take thair de-

I turi eway, with e strange pang et my perture, their voices cemin up te nis taluter
heart. I hava neyer fully realized tili Dow and feiuîtar as tht-y pa,-sIL the menu-
that Lily bas gainad what I weuid giva the tain pîutl bcoath us.
world to possess. Ycs, ia spita et the.feel- Mr. O4lihant and 1 look et ech other in
lng almeet ef dialika which [fait for hlm m Borneabrrssmaent. The situet on le ewk-
fermer de ye ipietbi dffrtc tewrd, te sey the least. Hera bava wa twe
myseif and hie open preferonce for rny sietr beau eitting for the last five minutesylisiten-

to vows of love exchanged between Iwalk with hlmilunot at aldesirable for my
se whom we have regarded as our owni peace of mid. However, there ie no help
rticular propet ty ! And 1 have actually f or i, an:-d wenwalk on together. For Borne
en trying to impres upon Mr. Oliphant inrutes the .conversation ie on strictly gene-
at Sir Basil cared for nie. The hot blood rai topies, the weather, our going away, and
munts to my forehcad, and I rise abruptly. Mr. Olipbant's future plans. Uea la goiug
IlLot us go dowui," I say; and without abroad, hie telle lue, with eiDme old colloge-
iting for îuy coimpaliion, I commence a friends. I murmur a hope that ho will çn-
sty descent, neyer stopping uutil I amn joy himself, to which. he replies that ho is
If -way down the mountain, when I sud- sure to do that.
nly encounter father toiliug up the steep "1Lily lu to be marrled at Christma," I
.th aluns. venture to say.
«'Hava yeno eiiîoý ed it ail, Mab! h e &sks "ISo Archer tells me. Lucky fellow that 1
~Xiously. I w ish I were going to be niarried at Christ-
IIYes," 1 reply eagerly, because of the mias, and to the girl I love."
ortification of iny spirit -IInever enjoyed IlYon c;.n'tboth of You have bier," I re-

îyt ing go much in all my lif e bef ore ! " tort anappigbly.
T1e rest of the day passes quickly away. IlCertainly not ; that would not suit me

L-eop ltoLert Moka t niy Eide, suid at ail, " he says cooly-" would itV'
bten to lus weak couveroation, striving by He loohs dowin at me with a quisical ex-
doing to obliterate froin. his mimd my pression; but I arn cross, a.nd wiil flot an-

udeness at the plateau. I succeeded so sVer.
ell that, b y the tiîne we reach hoîtte, hie "1Archer bas invited me to be best man,"
as aignifled to.me hie intention of rnakirg Ur. Oliphant goes on ; Iland yon wili. be
Le an offer somne day when hie has IIthe tin, ch jet bridesînaid, I supposer1'
on't you know," which. blissf nI prospect "1Yes, unless I arn inarried toi."
owevar fails to excite in mny maideu hreast "lJust so-that lu exactly xvhit I was
he exquisite delight whiclî it should have thinkiug."
nspired there. Ou the contrary, I feel "NVhy i",
rretchad and distraite, and nmalse nI miy I turn and face hirn as bie walks a littie
~ind to hurry Dur return to lilandford lorth behlnd nie; ha je certainly very provoking

îitli.this afteruoon. To my utter astonishînant
Lily"s engagement causes quite a stir in aîîd di4may, hie seizes my bauds in his,

hie family ; every one is astonished, and holding themn close to hie breast, and stands
begin to teel a little consoled for my for- iooking at me, abnost as if hie loved nie. 1

vardnesa ini supposing that I wvas SiBssI'e drop my eyes befo-e hie, and try to with-
hosen bride by the diricovery that every- draw nîy bands; but hie bolds thcm fast.
îody else, thouglit the samne. IlMab," hae says, "lsince that day on the

Lily looks rether confused whea sIte talks plateau at Craigie Puas, I have wantad to
o me of bier future; but I aum too e]ad to alir you a question. Do you tbmnk you
get rid of Sir Basil to he anythung but could take me i Archerea place as your
pleesed at this naw turur things have talien. husband l" llad hae a8ked me to take a
Once only, when my sister Beened tnalined flying lcap with hlm ito the roarîng, dash-
oe apologise for having usnrped my rigbts, ing river at our feet, I could not have fait
lid nîy feelhng of shaniefuliiess returu ; but more amazed snd hewilderad. IlYou will
Lily le net observant ; and my reply that I think me presumptuous to put unyeif iu
waa very g lad Sir.Basil preferred lier te me hie place," Mr. Oliphant cont.iues;- "but
xfter ail, f or hae would never ha,-e suited mne I e-ill try to inake yen as hiappy as even hie
fur a hu8band, zaeeied to saiisfy hiur that, i eoaid ba.ve dioue."
wQas feeling no broken-hearted regret at bua IlDon't 1" I ory at lut, struggling te re-
choice, but, on the contrary, rejniced at it. lease mysef-"' don't 1"

Anîd now the t'iue lias cornie o Loti M'a are lie d.e1,s mny hLsaned drawsaway froua
to ratura to our Rq, tory borne. Tha-" Dark me.
Ilouse of Traigathlia " wiil kaov us noniore IlI mièht have known how you would
after to-morrow, and the heathar-covered taka it,'* be Baye sedly. "lForgive me, Mise
moors will ha a thing of memory only. My Gerard; 1-"
heart feels sad, I scarcely kuoiv -ahy, as I 11It ie not thajt 1" I exciait, every tbiag
take my solitary walk for tbe lest tima aise for,ottea in my eagernese to tal bita
elong the rocky patb by the river, and watch that Sir Beil is nothing to me. I utrever
it dashing along iu its hoadlong course over caxed for kim-never, or hae for me. )Mou-
the hinge btenes at nîy tact. Lily is to Le you heard vihat hae eaid."
married et Christmas, aud then ahe and hier IlThan, Mab, won't yen marry nie
husband will go abroad tili the London sea- Ha bhm corne close to me again, and taises
soit bagins. Ir will ha loneiy et the Rectory my baud iu hie. Poor fool titat I ana, tire
without hier bright face and winniag ways. vary souin, of hie voice makes me traaible
The villagere ai love Lily fI ca ue\ er hope end uuy hatt beat to suffocation. Why
to snpply hier place te theun. Mr. Oliphaut cennot 1 tell Mi that I will have no man'e3
has goura away to E<linhurg for a faw daye ; cast-Gff love, that I will nleyer mnatry a man
unleas hie cornes back to-day, we shal not who lovas another woman? But I (.anie+,;
ses him again. Ha and I hava never met and, 's hcn hae pute bis arrn round me and
Bince the day of the driva to Creige, for 1 repeats bis tender question, accompainying
caught a cobi which kept me to îuy roorn it with an expression of andearment eweeît
for more then a week ; and then hae weut to listn to from luis lips, pride, dignity,
away. I feel very sorry for inu; Lily bad and wornan]y reserve foi sake mie, and,
no business te enconra.,e Lita ae she did, tlirowirg icyseif ripon bis brcaït, I cliuîg tO
and then throw bim oer Without a mie- hii anrt i, out the worde ha waits to hem'r.
nent's warning. Sha daserves tobctreated Sm ,ly i.a innt love me a littlEB-ale mhy
in'the sIme maDnr heis-lf. d wse!-.e trai mue sn close te bis heart, wluv

1 wo- k inyself uip loto an engry hat as 1 are li,- kissüs 'o tender. hie wouds so iovîng?
walk along the beetten puili cri tha moue- 1 Mi ili tu' t 1hilik (À the friture. Lily i% go-
tain aide ; the river is far balov me now-i ime to!i e aaiiie d Le cannot liavehernDow;
eaui sea it oniy by Étratchiag auy neck over clià 1 vi ill be happy in the prescrit till the
the precipica ; but its sourcd cornes to nie 'di Lv1ow comne, and life's hrig L dawn of joy
Btill, loud as before. Sornetbing also min- l'e t u rnid te dariiesa aud deepair. Neyer
glas with the souud now, a inecLsnted trampî ela,ii wmll life look to me as it d as now, go
of footseapa, whetber beforu or behhuid J gl orioui-ly beatitif n'. 1 often thiuik of this
cannot tell, tili a suddeu tomn in the rî,ad -Y il, af t- ýx eure, of thte wild rcianiî,
brimmgs me face to face with Gieoffrey Oh- Esceoery, tm!- dasitlig ier' ad tice noble
pliant. 1-e locuke surprisod, then pleased, tern of iuý lvI. c, a,, lie waliss I)v aty sida
wltile I flush crinison anîd conta tô a stand- <hecn the iiountain-patb, speakiag tender
still. 'sords ot lI ve-words to wLiicb 1 listcn as

"Tiis l a very nniexliecteti pýeasitre !" thonmîgb thay were a maessge from Hleaven
Mr. Oliphant sayes, holding ont Iie b~and, ami hae an angel fmom the saraphie throng.
"I1 did not think ay ue ventured this Ah, lea' ourmg dreain ie Bweet iadeed ! 1
wey, especially ladies." Lad niever thought to, be se happy as 1 am

I neyer cara rnuch widt ladies do," I now, and yet my future husband bas Leen
reply, laughicg-it is se got(d t e ca bitui uty sister'e lover 1
aegain, aven tbougb ho cacas for Lily-"'and
tMis is a favorite walk of mine. " CHAPTER IV.

IlWell, you miuet Dlot go :any ferther, iii And so Lily end I ratura te our Rectory
looks as black as thunder overbaad ; we horne, and span I the short space cf time
shall have a storta preseetly. " wbich remaitis te lis bafore our utaru iaga in

I lift my ayes te the sky; it certainly takiag farç%nul' et the parish and istribut-
looke very-thraatening, and I feel a rein- ting 1l et gitte et clothiag and Chrietmas
drop or two on my face. Ha je right, I coale among the aged villagers wbo have
muet not go any farthar, and yet a tefe -a-tete 1beea our profeges from our earliest child-


