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The gravest Beast is the Ass; the gravest Bird it the Owl;
The gravest Fish is the Oyater ; the gravert Man is the lool.

To @orvespondents.
Mec., Wa{ford.—Of course we would require
photos.

E. B., Montreal.—Will return your MSS. as
desived.

A. B, Chatham.—We are aweiting your
second skefch.

@actoon omments.

Leanixe Cantoos.— There seems Lo be a gen-
eral dread that the Government will disallow
the charters granted by the Manitoba Legisla-
ture to the Sonuth Eastern and South Western
Railways. This apprehension at all events pre-
vails in the Province most Qeeply interested, and
we find onr exchanges from that vicinity, with.
out respect to party, etying out in toues both
of warning and threatening. The Portage i
Prairie Reviewe goes so far as to intimate that
the secession of Manitoba from the Dominivn
will be the almost certain result of such action,
should it be actually taken by the Ottawe Ad-
winistration. This is o question which should
be looked av aside from partizanship, if ever
there was one. Xf the Government consults the
wishes of the Syndicate instead of those of the
people, it will be doing & grievous wrong, and
doing it gratuitously. Nobody pretends that
any principle of Conservatism requires the dis.
allowaunce of these charters, nov is it asserted
on any side that the bargain binds the Govern-
ment to duoso. On the contrary, Sir Johu Mac-
donald and Sir Charles Tupper both gave the
Syndicate and the country to understand that
charters granted by Manitoba before the ratifi.
cation of the contract would not be inter.
fered with. Sir John Macdonald has never
been wanting in pluck, and now or never is his
opportunity for nobly showing it. Let him
stand by the rights of the country against the
grasping giant, and snub its insolence once for
all, if he wishes to have his name honoured and
cherished by future generations. We earnestly
trust that he will prove himself equal to this
great emergency.

Froxr Pace.—The cramming system in our
public schools has of late received a pretty
thorough ventilation, and not a moment too
soon. The position of the average pupils hither-
tois pictured in our sketch, Asacommittee of the
School Board now have the whole matter under
consideration, we hope they will hit upon some
means of rectifying the evil by resouing the
juvenile Mazeppas from their frantic echarger, or

¢'se inducing 1hat noble steed 10 go n good deal
slower,

aewn Packe.— v few reoleuces of Mark
Twiin's gpeceh at M-aitreal were bLelieved to
have refevence to our estvemed conlemporary,
the Toleyram man, who is distinqui-hed above
allother * Toronto publishers” as an adapter
of two dollar American books to tho popular
price of 15 cents.  Mark's joke was very good
in its way, butJ. R. R, is also o great wit, and
perhaps /s joke will be still better when he
seizes Mark’s forthcoming ¢ History of Eng-
land” and publishes it at the usual discount.
And we are informed he will be perfectly safe in
so doing, notwithstanding My, Clemen’s “domi-
cile” in Capada, which is altogether too gauzy
to hold legal wator.

Rev. I"'ather Stafford has written a noble let-
ter to the Kingston IWiiy in reply to My, Ang-
lin, a member of the local Public School Board,
who at a recent mecting objected to the ap-
pointment of a lady tencher on the ground that
sho was a Roman Catholic.  Although Father
Staftord's letter is of course couched in the most
courteous and tolerant ‘language, he might
easily have been excused had he written angrily
of this irritating piece of bigotry. When the
School Law so pointedly states that the teach.
ing profession in Canada is open t> all, without
regard to creed or colour, it is humiliating to
find & man occupying the position of a trustee
in a leading city ofjtho country who would allow
his personal feelings to impose a wrong upon «
large class of the community,

.
.

Une gentence in the good priest's lettcr, how-
ever, strikes us queerly. It is as follows :—

“I have no fault to find with Mr. Anglin’s
preference to have his children taught by Pro-
testant teachers, provided he does so legally and
not at the public expense, and to the prejudice
and detriment of other won’s rights.

To this it might be replied, that if Protestant
people are only right in preferring Protestant
teachers when they do se at their own expense,
then Roman Catholics should be subjcet to the
same rule, and thus the whole separate school
system is acknowledged tv be wrong.

Mr, MeMurrich is in the ficld for re-clection
to the Mayor's chair, and the citizens certainly
cannot do better than return him. His course
during the past year has been distinguished for
just such qualities as we wish to sec in our chief
magistrate, and his natural gifts and graces fit
him pre-emivently for the position. Grir will
plump for McMurrich !

A number of estectned subscribers have writ-
ten us with reference to the circular enclosed
with the issue of o fortnight sgo. Ilad these
worthy gentlemen read the business manager’s
notice in the same issue, they would bave
learned that the ciroulars referred to were not
intended for any excepting those whose vub-
scriptions are unpaid. Besides, the wording of

the circular itself made this quite clear.

We are in receipt of a letter from a very wilty
but jadiciously anonymous correspondent, v,
suggest that our title should be spelled wigy N
fiunl “¢” instead of ** p.” 1f the corrospondey
weans fo allege that Griv is condueted with 4y
unfair leaning to the Grit side of politics,
few dvry facts would go further to conviuce n
than a little joke, however funny. Guie oney
alleginnee to no party at present existing in the
Dominion. Its mission is to hold up the wel:
nesses of public men and measures without re.
gard to party, and if in any recent caso it pag
failed to do so, it ought to be easy for ourcor.
respondent to point out the circumstanees,
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There is only onc thing that cxcites our con.
templ more than the falsity, fatuity, and intol.
erauce of partyism, and that ie the havit some
people have of meking sweeping charges with.
out backing them up by facts.

. %

‘The Budyet, an ably conducted insurance
paper published in this city, is making a series
of spirited attacks on the Mutual Aid Associs.
tions that profess to insure the lives of their
members. These associations are declared to
be illegal and fraudulent, without exceptios. If
this is so, why doesn't our Inspector of Insur.
ance look after them ?

The Whithy Colleginte lnstituic has won
the handsomo silver cup offered by Sir Hector
Lavogevin for competition at the aunual
atheletic games. This Whitby school bas a
habit of winning things, and its muscolsr
record bids fair to equal its scholastic fame
We acknowledge with pleasure a photograph of
the cup kindly sent by the Principal, who says
lie would.like to pledge every old boy of the
school on this mighty goblet. Long muy be
live and the good old school too!

By an oversight of thc mailing-clerk, Gar
was not sent to certain of our exchanges for the
past two weeks. We hope this will not occt
again.

fae sy 3 -
THEY KNOW ALL ABOUT IT-'
An allegorical sketch, respectfully df“l“":,‘;
to certain prominent journals who hm‘cl»s p
out our patience with interminable articl
*t The question of Oats.”




