2

THE CHURCH GUARDIAN.

September 27, 1803,

A GREAT CANADIAN CHURCIH,

The Church of Kngland in Canuda has lluringl‘
the last woek taken the most important stepin:
its history. Inatead of a Colonial appunage of 3

<{

¥ himself, Baptism and the Supper of the Lord,
'ministered with unfailing use of Christ’s words

‘of institution and of the clements ordained by
Him.

“4, The historic Tpiscopate, locally adapted
in the methods of its administration to the vary-

the great Mother Church it is now n distinet Cnn-f ¢ing nceds of the mations and peoples ealled of

adian institutio aling Lo the sentimonts of ' :
(s On APPOLIRG 10 91~ Though a repetition of the Lambeth Con-

. Yference rosolntions of 1888, this present action
which their affection and loyalty may growl% 4 P
steadily and closely. Instend of ununorgnnized,g;'!

scattered mass of worshippers, meeting through ¥ ; ;
Btime may clapse before any practical union of

644,000 adheronts as the nalional centre around

Synods, having no ;-pcog.m‘zet] ccntru.] nu‘Lhorny, idoa and the ideal a noble one, worthy of dis-
and no attempt at Dominion organization, the 8. ucion and careful consideration,

Church now has a clear orgunic unity, with a¥

¢
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God into the unity of His Church.”

transfers the offer, and the opening for discus-

dsion, to the Now World, and especinlly to the

cople and denominations of Canada. A long

churches talkes place, but none the less is the

i §The first goneral Synod has now adjourned

General Synod for the Dominion similar in itsgand what has been done merits the approval

DL

- powers to tho Iinglish Houses of Convocation ;g
a Primato of All Canads aftor tho style of the
Archbishop of Canterbury, who is Primate of #

A . . .
piby promotion to the highest posts in the
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All England ; an Arehbishop of Ontario and one
of Rupert's Land ; an arrangement for Provin-
cial Synods and the creation of Archdioceses in
connoction therewith ; and & solomn Decluration
ofFI'inciplos.

r

his would have been a proud oceasion forg

Bishop Strachan—Lhe voteran pioneer of Angli-s

cunism in Cnnuwda, the sturdy defender of the
Churel's intorosts and

Toronto  University—und  the
Trinity College when an old man of 72, would
have boen more thun reward by the speetaclo
of n grent remodelled nnd united Church cover-
ing tho vast Dominion of Canada. [t has in-

institutions—could he?
have lived to see the present great gathoring?
in the halls of Trinily University. Ilis lnbors’
in connoction with St. Jamos' Cathiedral and |is)]
dioceso, the crontion of King's Collego—now
founding of .

and sympathetic regard of all Christian men.
This union will strengthen the Church and the

®icause of Christinnity, while the two eminent
tlondors in Christiun work during nearly threc

decndes of Lhe past, who have beon honored

irift of their Church, are more than worthy
of the honor. Archbishop Mackray, of Ruport's
Land, and Archbishop Lewis, of Ontario, would
confor luster upon any position and may be
trusted to carvy on to full and splendid com-
pletion the work of organization so well and
vigorously bogun,.—The Empire, Toronto.
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"The Kieeting at Toronto.

On Thursday morning, the 6th of Sept., the
Motropolitans nnd Bishops appeared in the Cou-

W vocation 1Inll of Pétoiild University, where the

delegates, Clerieal and Lay were assembled,

‘awaiting them, in accordance with the request

dood beon n wonderful work for o week’s time,
and had not tho occasion been ripe, and the
harmony amongst the delogates phonomenal

| L . . .
cof their Tordships the previous evening, They
- ontered in stately procession, clad in full Epis-

tho process of reconstruetion could hardly have
beon o rupid,

Of courso tho prineiples, forms and ereed 0['&1

the Church are unaltored, As the Solemun

Declarntion of the Synod says:

“in full communion with the Church of Fng.
“land throughout the world,”  Andit is also
apparent, a3 tho Prolocutorof the Lowor louse

pointed out on Tuesduy, that the supremacy of

tho Queon remains the snmo as bofore, and that :
“They could not spenk of the Church of ling-
“land without acknowledging tho temporal head
““of the Chureh, or of the Thirty-nino Articles
“without rocognizing hor supromacy.”

Loyalty is, in tucet, one of the most carnestly
taught lessons of tho groat English Chureh, as
in days of old il was ono of its most zealously
pructised l)rinciplou. “Foar God and honor
tho “ King™ is u precept as much regarded by
tho Church of England in Canada as by the
Mother Church at home. And there is no doubt,
incidontally of course to the primary objocts of
a powortul voligious denomination, that the
adhorents of tho Anglican Church always have
boon, and probably always will be, remarkable
for their sturdy loyalty to Crown and country,
But this in passing.

Ono featuro of the proceodings at the Synod
doservos specinl attontion, In its recognition
of tho fact that thore is a growing desire for
Clurch Union and co-operation, the following
basis for negotintion offered by the Church of
England in Canadu is both interesting and im-
portant :

“ 1. Tho Holy Seriptures of the Old and New
Tostamounts as containing all things necessary
to salvation, and us being tho rule and ultimate
standurd of fith,

“3. Tho Apostles’' Croed as the baptismal
sywmbol, and tho Nicono creod as the sufficiont
statomont of the Christian faith.

“3. Tho two sucraments ordained by Christ

|
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HE’:‘COPM roboes; the Metropolitan of Canada bring-
!

ing up the rear, and being preceded by his
Chaplain carrying the Crosior. On renching

“Wo doclare Q\’Jl]:c duis all stood, whilst the Motropolitan

. . . . . " . -
“this Church to bo and desire it shall continue ¥ opened tho meoting with prayer. [t thenap-
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peared that the Bishops had receded from the
unfortunate and untenable position taken by
thom the previous day.

The presiding Bishop, the Metropolitan of
“Canada,” speaking in behalfof their Lordships
said : * My doar brethren, the Bishops are hero
to moet you in accordance with the resolution sont
up to us yesterday afternoon.” and then asked
for somo further explunations, which having
been given by the Rev. Dr. Langtry, Mr. Wor-
roll, ).C., Dr. Davidson, Q.C,, Dr. Johnson, Mr,
Wilson, Q.C., and others, a short discussion fol-
lowed, in which their Lordships took part, and
it was moved by the Bishop of Saskatchewnn
aud Calgary, seconded by Dr. Davidson, * That
this meoting form itselt into o Committeo of the
Whole, in order to receive, considor and adopt
such resolution us will load to the due formation
and constitution of & Goneral Synod.” Bishop
Courtney asked the presiding Bishop, ‘the
whole of what!" and+the repfy camo quickly
from many : of the joint meeiing of Bishop, Clergy
and Laity. The motion was then carried al-
most unanimously ; after which some disous-
sion followed as to tho appointment of a Joint
Committee to deaft a resolution, declaring the
position of this body us empowered by the
Diocesan Synods to assemble togother for the
formation as 8 Genoral Synod.  Whilst this was
proceeding the Bishop of New Wostminster,
with o view probably of expaditing matters,
proposed tho following resolution: * That we
tho Bishops of the Church of Xngland in the
Dominion of Canada, together wilh the dele-
gatos of the Clergy and Ef[mity duly authorized
by our several Diocesan Synods and by author-
ity committed unto us, declare we are here

assembled as the first General Synod of the
Dominion of Canada,” This produced immedi-
ate opposition, it being pointed out that the
Synod could not be formed until the prelimin-
ary basis had been formally assented to.

During the excitement of the moment the
Metropolitan put the motion, when Archdeacon
Brigstocke, of'. St. John, N.B., rose to objecs,
and enter a yprotest agsinst it. This was
ruled ont of order and again the Metropolitan
commenced to put the motion, when the Very
Rev. the Dean of Montreal rose and made re-
quest that Archdeacon Brigstocke should be
heard, as be did not believe that the meeting
underseood what it was to vote upon, adding
“we cannot be 1 Synod until we agree upon the
busis of union,”

Notwithstanding the Dean’s request the
Metropolitan proceceded to call for the nays to
rise ; but immediately the Dean, during intense
cxcitement stepped to the front, and in earnest
tones, tremulous with feeling, spoke as follows :
“Tt is with the greatoest diffidence and laboring
under the strongest foelings, that I, in my hum-
ble eapacity, would ask your Lordships, espe-
cially his Lordship of New Westminster, not to
press at this present moment a resolution that
may rend this zonterence and rerd it under the
saddest circumstances, and causo the delegutes
of & diocese deprived of the presenco of its Jogal
head through iliness to give utterance to words
that we ourselves would regret, and that overy
single member of the Church here present, I
earnestly beliovo, would be sorry if they were
ultered and followed up, 28 we would be forced
to follow them up.” :

Bishop Sillitoe immediately rose and begged
leave to withdraw his motion, if the result wus
to be such as the Dean of Montreal, intimated ;
and thereafter the motion of the Lord Bishop of
Toronto for the appointment of a committes to
submit a declaration to form the basis of uniou
was earried unanimously, and the following
committee wus appointed : The Bishops of Ru-
pert’s Land, New Westminster and Toronto,
Canon Partridge, Archdeacon Roe, Rev. Dr.
Langtry, Archdeacon Brigstocke, Canon Pen-
treath, Dean Cuarmichael, Dean Innes, Canon
Spencer, Archdescon Lauder, Rev. E, M. Bland,
Dean  Grrisdale, Archdeacon Mackray, Judge
Ritchio, Chancellor Honeker, Mr. J. A. Worrell,
Mr, Justice Hanington, Dr. Davidson, Chancel-
lor Bothune, Mr, Maithew Wilson, Chancellor
Walkem, Judge Senkler, Mr, Chas., Jenkins,
Mr. H. A. Crotty and Mr, Myers Groy. It being
then nearly one p.m. adjournment was had till
4 p.m, in order to give the committece time to
deliberate and propare its report. Shortly after
4 p.mn. the meeting veassembled, and the com-
mittee, through the Metropolitan of Rupert’s
Land reported as follows:

That having considered the action of the Pro-
vincial Synods of Canada and Rupert's Land,
and of the soveral dioceses, your Committee aro
of opinion that the position of this body now is
that it is propared to declare itself a Genoral
Synod upon the following basis, subject to any
amondmonts which may bo made and assented .
to at this sossion:

We, tho Bishops of the Holy Catholic Church
in full communion with the Church of England,
together with the delegatos from the clergy and
laity now assembled in the first General Synod
of the Church in the Dominion of Canada, here-
by make the following solemn declaration :—

We desire the Church in the Dominion of
Canada to continue an integral portion of the
great Anglican communion composed of the
churches which—united under one Divine Head
in the fellowship of one Catholic and Apostolic
Church, holding one Faith, revesled in Holy
Writ, and defined in the Creeds as maintained
by the undivided Primitiye Chnrch in the four
Teumenieal Councils, receiving thesame Canon-
ical Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments,
as coutaining all things necessary to salvation
—teach the ssme Word of God, purtake of the



