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TAMILY EBLIGIOQI

Rev. S. D. McIConne/, D.D.
The most enthusiastic Sundai

-school worker will admit, I thini
that if the children in every housi
hold were tatight at home " thos
things that a Christian ought to kno
and believe to his soul's health,
the whole Sunday-school might we
be abandoned. It has been ofte
charged against the Sunday-schoo
that it operated to lift the respons
bility off the parents for the religiot
training of their children. No doub
l sone cases, it does do so ; bt

then, in other cases, it does the ver
opposite ; and whether it is good c
bad, upon the whole it lias secured
place for itself in religious econom
which nothing at present in sight ca
fill. But, for this very reason,
think it is well to call attention to th
quite unequalled importance
family religion.

Amnong Anglo-Saxon folk th
family lias always been the basis c
everything. It is the unit of th
State, and lias always, since the rac
became Christian, been clearly rec
gnized in the economy of religioi
Among Latin races this is not s
There the individuals and the Stat
are tie only personalities considerc
With tliem " househiolds " do n
count in politics, antd fanil
prayers" have not been an institi
tion in religion The Latin Churci
like the Latin State, deals with ind
viduals alone and does not encourag
family religion.

It is within the menory of man
still living when family ivorshlip an
grace before mcal was the custom i
neariy every Christin househobl
It is not so now. Vuy ? And ca
the custom be restored ? I am fuli
persuaded that if the Church shoul
set herself deliberately and dete
minedly to restore this old Anglica
custoni she could do so, and that i
doing so she would do more goc
than can be done by lier along au
other lne.

It is diflicult to estimate the powe
for goed which regular famil
worship a household is. In the fir
place it guarantees hie integrity (
its head. A man is not likely to g
front reading prayers to lis odic
and cheat. He nay do so, of cours
but the sense of incongruity alon
will largely restrain hini. It coi
nects the family togetier as nothir
else can. A husband and wife wh
kneel every morning with the
children about then are never foun
in the divorce court. The custo
uninsensibly maintains discipline i
the houseiold; for the constant reci
gnition of God brings with it the sei
se of order.Where God's blessing
asked upon the spread table there
not likely to be cither gluttony or vin
bibbing.
Why has the custom so largely passe

away ? Various causes have tendt
tu il. One of the chief lias been ti
non-liturgical custoin of religio
worship in America. Many a sc
who was accusîtmed to fanmi
prayers it his father's bouse does t

gather his own children for praye
because he does not feel himseif
be as " gifted " as his father was.
he ha4 þee'n IccVstomd to sou

simple forma be could and wvould
have used it. Another thing wbichý
bas operaîed to the saine end bas'
been Oie wonderful breakivg up of

~family liCe ln America. Sons and
daughters ]ive and work away from
home ; familles and indivkluals ive

ie ln boarding-housEes and hotels. But
w ibis 15 pas-sirig away, aud as thec

ucountry becomes old, family life
ibecomes- more stable. I may ven-
iture te say also'that Church liCe bas
nbeen a bindrance. Wberc indi-

>1 viduals are exbortcd to tco frequent
i. services, where thcy get thc impres-

issien that their whele religieus liCe is
te be a Cburch liCe, tbey gradually

t- ]ese the idea of family piety.
it How can it be cured ?
y Firsr, by every prlest making a

rspecial point tbat every bead of a
afamily xvhom lie presenits for confie-

y' maLien shail then anc1 there promise
n' that he wiIl at once set up and main-

Stain family worship. Second, that
e when he marries a Christiani mat he

wili try to secure a promise that bie
and bis bride shial say their prayers

e tegether and-aloud evcry merning.
'f Third, by diligcnîly puu'mng into thc
,C battIs cf heads of familles some
e plain, simple ferm cf grace and

>family prayer. T here is ne lack cf
~sucb manurals. Many of them are
'excellent. Give the newly conlirined

e mat oec. It ii 1 roduce far better
results lieth for him, and for the

>Cliurcli ilian will a Il Communicant's
Y Manual I or a -1Cenpanion te the

'Altar." ile Bible*class teachers urge
~this duty upen thieir studeuts, and
Jmake the way easy Cor thein te

le

;eperlerin il by putting a ferrin l ai
ene's bauds, antI secure fromt hinm or

'y lier a promise tlîat lie or site will use
A it, flot Il sonie fimie, tu lut te-merrowv

'~morninig wbile UIc famnily, having
finishîed their merning mciii, are stili
sitting arouind thec breakfast-table.
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Sold by druggists or sent byi mil.
U0c. E. T. Haseltine, Warren. P&.
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Bishup Stawart Echootll,
FRELIGH1SBURG.

HOME PRIVILEGES. -:- EXTENSIVE GROUNDS
PERSONAL INSTRUCTION AND SUPERVISTON.

Situation Beautiful and H ealthful.
Address, CANON DAVIDSON, M. A.

REcTOR, Freliglhsburg, P. Q.

CMldren
Growing

__ vroo Fast
become listless, frotul, without ener-
gy, thin and weak. Forti!y and buld
them up, by the uose of

OF PURE COD LIVER OL AND
HYDOPIIOSPWITES

of Liane nd Soda.
Palatable as MLk. Ai A PREVENTITE OR
CURE OF CoUans on COLDS, IN BOTH
THEDLDAND YollN.IT IS DNEQUALLED.
Cenuline made by ScoIt & Bowne, Belleville.
SalInonrapper: ut II uruggists, 5OC, matd

$1.00.

Davidson & Ritchel
Advocates, Barristers, and

Attorneys ait Law.

160 St. James Street,
MONTREA-

IF 50, TRY A BOTTLE OF

DOES Dr. Noswod's
SPECI FIG

WHAT --FOR-

DYSPEPSIA,
YOU HEARTBURN,

HEADACHE,

EAT Ridney and Livor Com-
plaints.

IL has stoud the test of the
H UfRT b or over a qnarter or a

nU T ul 1% r ykou r dru;gist for
I. Sucets par bottle.

Bo1e PrTOprietorY OU? WALLACE DAWSON,
PharmaceuticalC.ihenist.

MroZRfalL

J. E. TOWNSHEND,
LI CTLB ST. ANTOINE STREET,

MONTREAL.

LDDING, patented for its pur-
J iy. Every description of Bedding,
Ourled Hair, Muas. Alv Fthre amd Coton
Mattra-ses. Patent ee of the Stem-winder
wave wire Mattrass. Frather and Down
BeSs, flolsiers, Piliome. aec.
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