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He'is not only & Being of a higher natare than
‘man’s, bat that He is also the Guaardian of man’s
lif9, the Rewarder of virtue, the Punisher of
¢rime.- It is mot & bad desoription of the Bible
to say that it is & history of the Divine Provid-
ence either generslly or in relation to a. por-
tion of the human family. Nay, it begins with
Providence in its very account of the Creation.
' That acsount displays the Creator .as acting,
not with the blind impulse which would be-
come some fatal or necessary cause, but with
the intelligence of a Being who acts freely in
what He does, who acts as He does act, to use
human words sbout Him, with reflection, with
foresight, with a view to the endurance of His
work, and to the happiness of His oreatures.
The world did not escape from Him without or
agaivst His will, but ““He spake, and it was
done ; He commanded, and it stood fast;' and
88 He wasin Creation g0 hae He been ever
since, 80 is He at this moment, the Raler and
Sustainer of all life as well as its Author.

Two Porurna® OBIgcTIONS.
The popular objections to the reality of God's
Providence are ultimately two. Men have held

it impossible for a single mind to care for every
éreated being, and every part of every created
being. Cwmcilius in a treatise on Minucins Felix
shows us how a Pagan, at the beginning of the
third century of our ers, could feel and repre-
sent this, * The Christians,” he says, ‘* pre-
tend that their God, inquisitive, restless, mys-
teriods, imprudent, is to be found everywhere ;
that He knows all, that He sees all, gven the
most secret thoughts of men; that he is mixed
up with everything, even with men when they
are committing their crimes, just as though His
powers of giving attention would enable Him
te govern the world at large and yet to take a
minute care of every particular thing. Whata
foolish illu~ion!" * Nature,” he continnes,
* nature pursues her eternal course withont
being interfered with by any Tivipity; the
goods snd theills of life light impartially on
the virtuous snd the vicious ; religious men are
often worse off than are tue ungodly, and if the
world were governed by a wise Providence, the
course of events would certainly be very differ-
ent from what it is.,” We might almost suppore
ourselves to be reading the pages of some mod-
ern magazine, instead of listening tothe current
talk of a third-century Pagaa. But the objec-
tion is really atheistic without pretending to
be such. An intelligence which cuuld not thus
grasp the details of the created world would not
be infinite in its capacity—in other words it
would not be God. . .

More common is the notion that attention to
tho minute details of a universe is inconsistent
with the true dignity of God; and when this
objection is advanced by uniostructed Chris-
tians, they sometimes endeavour to disgaise
from themselves their rejsction of the trath
that God rules alllife by distinguishing between
what they call His general and His particular
Providence. They are willing to assign to Him
a general superintendence of the laws whbich
govern human life : they cannot think that He
interferes to prescribe the every day ocircum-
stapces that surround Him. Details ure, they
copsider, too trifling for His notice. This is
one of the devices of the human mind for re-
lieving itself of the sense of God’s encompassing
presence and activity ; but men hide their real
motives even from themselves, when they thus
assume that they are mainly concerned to up-
hold God's dignity. 1t is unworthy of Him,
they say, to suppose that He can really trouble
Himeelf with mattors of such light importance,
it is enough for Him to enact general laws, and
then to leave all beyond to their silent opera-
tion, modified by the action of His veasonable
creaturee, Now, this conception of God’s rela-
tion to the world, and to life is, in fact, anthro-
pomorphie. 1t is suggested by the experience
of human potentates whose exercire of their
governing powers i8 controlled by the hard
pocessities of & finite understanding. 4 human

ruler can only give attention to the general
principles of his administration, he must leave
details to his subordinates. Bat this does not
illustrate his exaited position so mech a8 it
shows the limited nutuve of bis faculties. If he
oould, he would attend to details as well as to
general principles, since he would thereby show
the really comprehensive charaoter of his in-
telligence. A mind which can grasp details as
well as principles is greater than s mind which
can only grasp principles, Among men it is
rare to find the two forms of mental power

combined in any high degrce of perfection.’

The Infinite Mind of God is 83 much at home in
the minutest details of His government as in
the broadest laws which regulate its procedure;
and to deny His particular Providerce is to de-
grade Him to tho level of & human governor
who veils his luck of capacity beneath a false
standard of dignity.
ParTiovLAR ProvipENer—THE oNLY REAL
ProvIDENCE.

On Providence, in the cense of a partichlar
Providence—in other woras, the ounly Provid-
ence which isreal at all—two observations may
bere be made. First of all, it is espeocially
prominent {n the recorded teaching of our Lord
Jesus Christ.. He insists on the dootrine as
part of His revelation, of the faiherly love oi
God, and He ends His illustzations of it in &
quarter from whioh all fatalistic systems have
most eagerly excluded it—tne world of natare.
*Consider,” He says, * the ravens, for they
neither sow nor reap, which neither have store-
house nor barn; and God feedeth them : how
much more are ye better than the fowls?” Or,
again i ‘' Consider the lilies of the field, bow
they grow ; they toil not, peither do they spin,
and yet I say unto you that even Holomon in
all bis glory was not arrayed liko one of these.
Wheretore if God 80 clothe the grass of the
field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is cast
into the oven, shall He not much more olothe
you?” And these examples illustrate God's
cure in providing for the needs of human hfe.
At other times our Lord iusists on the protec-
tion which God extends 1o His servants io
limes of danger: ** Aie not two sparrows sold
for afarthing, and oune of them shall not fall to
the ground without your Fuather’s knowledge;
bat the very hairs of your head are all num-
bered. Feur not, therefore, ye nre of more
value than many sparrows.” And, if 10 human
observers it is difficult to trace, in the provi-
sions maude in humau life, that sha: p distinotion
that might be looked for at the bands of God in
the cuees of the good and evi! respectively, we
are taught thet 1his very indiscriminate: ess is
a note of tbe Land of the upiversal Father.
When ins sting thut His Disciples should love
ibeir enemies and do good to them that bate
them, snd pray tor thuse who denpitetully use
tbem und persecute them, our Lord gives as &
resson *“1hat ye may be the children of your
Futber which is in Heaven -” and then He
poiuts to the share which all alike have—not
thioogh the operation of a blind fate or force.
but by the express decision of a loving sud
holy ‘Will, in the blessings of nature: ‘- God
maketh His sun to rize on the evil and on the
good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the
uwjast.” ,
Tax WARRANTY oF PrAYER.

And the second observance is that belief in &
particalar Province is the o' cessary bssis and
warrant of prayer,—and by prayer 1 mean
prayer in its most usual and nataral senee,
ramely, the asking God for what we want.
Prayer is no doubt sometimes, and righbtly,
used of every kind of Communion with God,
for aots of faith, hope, trust, intercession,
adoration, resignation, even praise; bat its first
and simplest meaning in &il languagee is &
petition for what we want addressed to a Being
Who is able to grant it. Now prayer, in this
primary sense, is impossible except to & belie-
er in Providence, in what people call ‘& parti-

ocular Providence.” A being who should only
content himself with general laws and. prinoi-
ples, and have no eye or eare for details, for
single human beings, for single ciroumstanges,
for single events, would not answer prayer;
and, accordingly, in quarters where belief in
God's partioularising Providence has been lost,
people have persuaded themselves that it is
unspiritusal to ask for partionlar gifts or bless-
ings, and the true prayer cannot well be aay-
thing else than praise or resigpation. Upon
this it must be observed that, it sach s theory
holds good, the Apostles of Christ were unspirit-
ual men.— From the Family Churchman, London

(To be Continued)

NEWS FROM THE HOME FIELD.
DIOCESE OF MONTREAL.

MonTREAL —The Late Canon Belcher.—The
funeral of the late Canon Beloher took place on
Friday afternoon last, and was very largely at-
tended. The remains were conveyed to Grace

Church, where they were recei ved by the Bishop
of the Diocese, Dean Carmichael, Cavon Hen-
dorson, the Rev. R Lindeay and others. The
chief mourner was Mr. Belcher, son of the de-
ceased. After the funeral service, the cortege
was reformed, and proceeded to Mount Royal.
Among those in attendanee were the Rootor of
Monireal (Dr. Norton), the Revs. Canon Elle-
pood, Canon Mille, J. H. Dixon, J. A. Newn-
ham, G. O. Troop, Lariviere, Evans, L., N.
Tuocker. Smith, G. Rogers, 8. Mussey and
Messrs Charles Garth, L, H., Dsvideon, Q.C.,
J. 8. Hall, The students of the Diccesan Theo-
logical Collego sttended in a body. During the
services several hymns were sang, ‘
We extend to the family and friends of

the decessed and to the parishioners our
most beartfolt sympathy in the loss they
bave sustained. In the psrish, where for
+igzhteen years bhe has faitbfully ministered,
Canon Belcher will be deeply missed. but
not forgotten, His words of comfort and faith-
ful ministrations will remain in remembracce
and bear fruit. The parish is an inoreasingl
important one; we hope it may be filled by a
oapable and earnest priest,

DIOCESE OF NOVA SCOTIA.

SexLeURNE —The Tea on behalf of * 8t.
Peter's by the Sea, Sandy Point, was a pro-
nounced success. A genorous public band-
s 'mely patronized the tempting tables loaded
with creature comforts. Thosum of $221 was
cleared,, We congratulate aud thank all whe
assisted in making the above sale so sucocessful,
A handsome west window has lately been put
in, and now an order has been sent to Spence &
Sons, Montreal, for similar windows for porch
and vestry ““8t. Peter’s is alovely sanctuary,
with sesls free and unappropriated, whera
bearty services are regularly enjiyed by its
worshippers; and its ample Sundav Sehool
Library by an appreciative class.— Yarmouth
Times

CAPE BRETON.

LosRAINE.— Another one of our young men,
who is away from bome the greater part of his
time, bas kindly remembered the bailding
fund of the new church by sending us a pre- -
sent of $10 towards lessening the debt upon it.
We hope that tho aceount of this, and a former
present of $20 sent us by another absentee and
mentioned previously in your columns, may
arouse others who are away from home to do
likewise.

An Incumbent in Ontario writes :—*“ 1 ocon-

sider your paper ope of the best Church cpapera-
in Canada, and well worthy of every Churgh--

man’s loyal support,”



