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the birds flitted among the boughs. Maisonneuve sprang
ashore, and fell 011 his knees, bis followvcrs imitate.l hk- ex-
ample, and ail joined tijeir voices in songs of thaiksgiving.
Tents, baggage, arins and stores wvere landed. Ant altar was
raised on a pleasant place near at hand ; and Mademoiselle
Mance, with Madame de la 1etrie, aided by lier servant
Charlotte Barre, decorated it %%itlî a taste which wvas the
admiration of ali beholders. Novali the company gathered
before Me shrine. ilere wverc the ladies witb their servant;
Montnîagny nîo willing spectator; and Maisonneuve, a wvar-
like figure. erect an~d taîl, his mien clustering around bim,-
soldiers, sailors, artisans and laborers-all alike soldiers at
need. Thev knelt ini reverent silence as the H-ost wvas
<aistd aloft. and wben the rite was over, the pricst turned
and addressed thieni : - You are a grain of mustard seed,
that shali risc and grow until its branches ovcrsbadow the
land. You are fewv, but your work is the %work of God, His
snmle is on yoti. and your cbildren shali fill the land." The
afternoon bvaned, thîesuuî sank behiind the wvestern forest, and
nigit caine on. Fire-flies were twinkling over the darkened
meadotv, tlîey cauglit tiieni, tied tient wvith thrcad into shin-
ing festoins., and hung thrni before tic altar. Thien they
pitchied thecir teiit:s lighted their fircs, sî.tii<,uîe flcir guards,
and lay down to rcst. Such was the birth-nigbit of Nlontreal."

Tite following nioniig, tbey proceced to forni their en-
,campment, the first tree being felled by Maisonneuve. Tbey
worked witlî such encrgy that by the evenling they had
-erected a strong palisade, and hiad covered tbeir altar withi
a roof formed of bark.

It was sonie tinte after their arrivai before their enemies,
the Indians, were niade atvare of it, and they bad improved
the time by building sonie substantial houses, and in strength-
*ening their fortifications. To recount the struggles of the
*early coloniets would be a repetition of tbe history of every
city or town foutided in the midst of a sàvage countr.
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