4’9\2  Defeription of the Solemmne.f in. CLma.

and lns; mothrr, fuppofing - they {hould
_have an inclination to ftop and reit them-
felves there for a few moments,
In the city was another fight. ftill finer
10 its kind, than that | have been deferi-
bing. From the weflern gate, by which
the court was to make i!s entrance to the
gate of the palace, there were nothing but
fuperb buildinas, periftyles *, pavilions,
colonnades, galleries, amphitheatres, with
trophies, and other works of Chinefe ar-
chite@ure, all equally fplindid.  Thefe
+ embellithed with fel}oons, garlands, ard
many other ornaments of a fimilar kind,
. svhich being compofed of the fineft filk of
cifferent coloers, affordeda charming fight.
Gilding, mock.diamonds, and other ftones
.~ of the fame Kkind, ghn:red on all fidcs.
A large quantity of mirrours + made of
metal highly polifhed, ercatly added fo the
. fhew, ‘Their confiru@ion and arrange-
" meng, by mulii;lying obje&s on all fides,
‘and “.re- 1f'vmblmz them ‘in  miniature,.
. formed cvery thing that could encham the
. eycs,
- " Thefe brithiant ed:ﬁces were interrupted
from time ro time by artifigial mountains
: and valleys, made in imitation of nature,
which cne would have taken for agreeable
deferts 2nd for real places of delightful fo-
litude... They had contrived brooks and )
fountains, had planted trees and unckcts,
and_fiuck on deer, to which thcy had gi-
**:nmmu"a fo-naturaly that-one would -
have faid they were alive. . Upon the fum-
-qrits or declivities of fome of thefe moun-
nms, werce feen' Bonzaries or Chinefe con-
vents- with . their little temples and idols,
to-which they had madé little paths. 'In
othes places they had made orchards and
gardens. - In the greatefl part.of thefe .
were {een vines with their tendrils and
cluﬂera, in different degrees of maturity. |
o ln others were planted all forts of 1rees, fo
as:to exhibit the'fruits and flowers of the -
“fouir feafaps of. the year.” They were not
to be dxﬁ.nhu'ﬂz“d from the true ones; al.
though they weie only artificial,’ ’
“This :was not all.  in diverfe places by
whu:h the ;chcmon was to pafs, they had -
d:ﬂnhu'cd lakees, meres wnd refervoirs,
wn': their f.v:ral kinds of fith and aqua%lc
fbw!s* - -1n other placcs they ‘had - fee chil-
dun difguifed:like apes and other animals,
- who aéted thé-feveral parts. ‘affigned them.
~As-thefzwere cloathéd in the:very: fkins of
“ghe-animals they ‘were -to reprefent,, the
dm;eptmn Wyt ‘comgplete, - Ouher: children
L oiaere” made to“"mfcmble bxrds and xowls,‘

and a“tcd their parts upon pillars or Iofry '
poles. Thefe poles and pillars were co-

vered with pieces of tilk, which concealed
men underneath, whole buﬁncfs it wasto
put the childfen flationed above in mo-
tion. 10 other places they had laid fruits
of an enormous (IZ“ )n which they had
enclofed ‘clildren. " ‘Thefe fruits opened,
from time to time, fo far as to thew the
fpe@ators what they contained. 1 am not
able to inform you, whether there was

-any fymbolical mezning in all “this, or

whether it was merely che produéion. of
a whimfical and extravagant fancy. The
bands of mufic, the.companics of ‘comedi-
ans,- jugglers, and others, were plnred at
intervals, all along the fide of the river;
- and endeavdured cvery ‘one, according to
his ability, his fkill, and his addrefs, to
do fomething w hich’ might. pleafe, if not
the Emperor and his mother, at leaft fome
of the grandees of their retinue, into whofe

. fervice they might hope. to be admiztted.

‘The mandarines of ecach tribunal had a
particular building which they had caufed
1o be ere@ed, and embeliifhed at theif own
expence. The fame had. the governors of
each province, the pﬂnccs of the blooud,
and the other grandees of the émpire, he

variety of lanthorns and their atrangement -

formed an’ appearance, which merits a de-,
fecription apart @ but as you have defcrib.
ed té-.you on'many occafions, the Chinefs
lanthoras; the manner in which they are
made, and the drnaments with which

they are decorated, 1 fhall refer you to

thofe books’ w‘wrem they are mentioned.

When once thefe works began to be
brought to fome degree of perfe@ion, very
- firi€t orders wer¢ iffued out, that no per-
fon of any. quality or condition ‘foever
fhouid prefums to finoke .tobacco in the
fireets fo newly ernamented. This pre-

caulion appeared necelfary to prevent any -

accident which might have happenezd from
fire. . The police or yood government that
was obferved upon- this cccation, as-well aa

during the whole plep.xranom of Uns fc-‘

ftival, appesred 'to be admirable - Some
wecks before the day of ceremony, a regu-

. lation wids ‘miade; that the freets . (wh\chi
Jare here extremely wide) fhould be divided’

'intolthree parts; in orderthat foot, paflen-
Rers, and thiofe on’ lmr(chack, the comers

“and goers, in.a word that’ vredigious mula
titude'of. people; which was then. affem- -
bled- in the cnpltal might all enjoy thiz

fine fight at theireafe. The middie'of .the
ftrcer, v.hu.h was’ much l.m,cr than< thc

isa, cxrcu]“r ranvc of plllars.‘_
,luncfc mmora are not’ of glafs but p )

Any fcnes of P'“ars xs L
vxﬂ\cd melal T




