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aid hisi mother, ruppn6ng they thould
have an inclination to flop and refl them-
itves there for a few moments.

In the city wab another fight -fill finer
its kind, than ihat I have been defcri-

bing. From the weilern gale, by which
the court was ta make i:s entrancet to'dth
gate of the palace. iltere werc nothing but
CulJer b huildinzs, . ptrillyles a, pavilions,
colonnades. gallerieç, amplitheatres, with
trophIiies, and other works of Chsince ar-
chJivure. ail equaily (pcndid. Thefe
embellilhtd wirth felloon!, garland, and
many oither ornaments ofi a imilar kind,
vhich bring compofed of the fimeft filk, of
different colours, afforded a charming fight.
Gilding,' mock diamond&, and other flones
of the fame kind, glittered on ail fids.
A large qantity of mirrours † made of
metal nighly poliflied, ercatly added ta the
71ew. Their 'confiruction and arrange-
ment, by *muI'iîying abjects on ail rides,
and .re-aiTembling them 'in miniature,
formed.every thing that could enchant the
eyes.

'rThcfe bri1iant èdiftces were interrupted
fron -rime to time by artifitial mauntains
,and vallcys, matde in imitation of nature,
which rne wouhi have vaken for agrecable
deferts and for real places of delightful fo.
litude. TIicy .had contrived brooks and
fountains, liad planted .trce and thicketi,
and flock on deer, ta vhich they had gi.

eatu:o natral,- that-one would
have faid they w'ere alive.. . Upon the fum-
rrits or ddclivities of fome of there moun-

-. tains, were feen'Bonzarics or Chinefe con-
vent;r with . their lit tle temples and id.,ls,
to-which they had madé little paths. •'In

othe.r places th;y had made orchards and
gardtn. . In the gre'ateil part..of the(c
were feen vines with their tendrils and
'clu'ilrs in different degrees of maturity.
in others were planted ali forts of trees, fo
os to exhibit the-fruits and flowers of the
foir éa of the year.' They, were not

t difiinguiihed fram the truc onies; ai-
thouth they we;e only artificial.

This -was not ail. In diverie places by
whclî the prtOceimon w s t, pars, they had

--dilbuted lakcs, .meirce ind rekrvotirs,
with their fveral kinds of fifh and aquaic
fwle.- In o: her places they haid fet chui-
d en;dWgufed:like ages and oth:r animais,
who alcd the feerail parts .amfgned them.
-thf- were cloathed in. thc;very f(kins of
Sheitas hey were to rýrefrnt, the

cp.on; yas complee. Other children
*wcre made o,- refemble birds and fowls,

'olemnities. in. Chèina.
and aaced their parts upan pilirs or lofy
poltes. Thefe pntes and pitlart were co.
vered with piecrs of silk, which concealed
men undemneath, w-hofe bufinrfs it was to
put the chirlren flationed above in io-
tion. In othr rlaces they iadl laid fruits
~f an enointous fiz:-, in v.hich thcy had

enclofed 'cl.ildren. '* Thcf fruits opened,
from time to time, fa far as to ihew the
fpe&ators wha they contained. I am not
able to inform you, whelher theie was

rany fymbolical meining in ail 'this, or
wheth-r it vas merely the produlion, of
a whim:cail and extravagant fancy. The
bands of mufc, treompanies of-comedi-
ans,-jugglers, and others, were plared ait
intervals, ail along the fidce "of the river,
and endavdutred every one, according to
his ability, his ikill, and his addrefs, to
do fome:thing which miglit. pleafe, if not
the Emperor and his mother, at leaft Come
of the grandees of their retinue, into whofe
fervice thcy might hope to be admitted.

The mandarines ai each tribunal had a
particuliar building which they had cauifed
to be eredcd, and ~rnbellifhed at thei'r own
expence. lhl fame had the governors of
each province, the pýnces of the blood,
and the other grandees of the empire. i he
varicty of lanthorns and their ai rangement
forned an appearance, which merits a de.,
fcription apart : but ab you lave.deferib.
ed to6yop on-maey occa6ions, thé Chinefa
lanthornsi the manner in which they arc
made, an3 the ornaments with whicl
they are decorated, I ll refer you to
thole bocks whcrein they arc mentioned.

When once thefe works began to' be
brought ta Come deg ree' of perfetlion, ve y
firia orders were iMTutd out, -that no per-
fon of any. qcality or condition 'foever
(hould prefume ta f-noke tobacco in the
flreets io newly ornamen cted. This pre'-
caution appeared niecelary ta prevent any
accident which mnight have happencd frorn
fire. .The police or good government that
was obferved upon this o.ccaion, as- well aa
during the whole pleparations ofithis le-
flival, appeared 'to be admirable - Some
weeks before tle. day ofceremony, a regu-
linion was niade; that the ftreeta fwhich
are liere extremely wide) (houlk he dvided
into tihree parts, in order that foot paffen:-
gers, and. thorfe'n horchack, the c-oerii
and goers, in a word thàtorcdîgious mut-
titudc of. peopie, which was then 'frem-
bled. in the capital; might ail enjoy this
fine fight at thteir care. Tlhemiddle af the
fireet, which was nuch Ilar-er tian hb
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y'tleiatcircular rang of pillars ny eries of, pijIars sa colon d
il e' Uti nvfcemirrois arc not of glafs but poiíftfed metal.


