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nations, and of individuals ; and epochs belong
‘to-progress. \What if a pastor should say to
his people ut the close of the year, lor instance,
Lét us meet and-devote this week to the con-
sideration of our duties nnd responsibilities.
Let us repent of past neglects, and redeem the
time. Would it not be right and well to do 80 2
Dr: Dewey spoke of liturgical helps, of fami-
ly prayer, of preaching, of the Reform move-
mients, and closed witht the expression of his
feelings that we must, with diversity of modey
it may be, but with # strong hand, help on the
great work of hnmanity.

SUNDAY SCHOOL SOCIETY.

The Aoniversary Meeting of this Society
was held at Dr. Gannett’s Church, on Wed-
nesday evening, May 81st. A hymn was
sung by the choir; & fervent prayer was then
offered by Rev. C. T. Brooks of Newport. Af-
ter the singing of another hymn, the Aunuval
Report was read by the Corresponding Secre-
tary. Rev. Charles Brooks. T'he Repost
commenced with an allusion to the great im-
portance of the spiritual nurture of the young
and the great deficiency of this colture at the
present day and ‘in our country. The preat
difficulty Rev, Mr. B. thought to arise maiuly
out of the prevalent modes of general educa-
tion, which enlist the passions under the in-
tellect and not under the conscience, ln the
vicinity of Boston and in our State generally,
and perhaps in some other favored portions of
the Union, there may be exceptions to the rule.
But it is too palpable a fact to be controverted,
that the general American system of education
is calculated to make a giant of the intellect
and a dwarl of the conscicnce. 'The Report
was chiefly occupied with a statement of this
great evil and the remedy to be applied. Christ
as “ the way, the trath and the life,”” must be
pressed home to men’s hearts. 1I'he Sunday
School must arouse itselfl to new and God-like
labor, and supply, as best it inay, the defect of
our common system of education.

The Report contained addresses to teachers
inour common schouls, to legislators, to parents,
and School teachers (which were omitted in
the reading,) and closed with a summary of
the whole subject. It was an able production,
and will soon be printed and circulated widely.

The Agents oi the Society, during the past
vear, have visited 58 towns, 73 schools—having
1,129 teachers and '7,023 pupils,—and de-
livered 93 addresses, to about 14,000 persons.

-Thirteen new life members have been added to

.the Soeiety. - A large number of copies of the
last: Annual Report and some new tracls liave
been printed-and widely,girculated.

"2 Remarks of an interesting nature  were of-

. fered by Rev, Mr. Palfray, of Belfast, Rev,. Mr.,
Osgood, of Providence, Rev. Mr. Fuller, of
Manchester, Rev. Mr, Dorr, of Bast Lexing-
ton, Rev. Mr. Dall, of Needbham, and Rev. Mr.

~Waterston, of Bogton, and by the PPresident of
the Society, Hon. Stephen C. Phillips,

The remarks were interspersed with hymns

- sung by a choir of childres, and the services
were closed with a benediction by Rev. Mr.
Allen of Northboro’.

This was one of the most important and in-

. teresting anniversaries of the week. We want
our Sunday Schools to be the nurseries of the

. chureh, and we must use our utmost efforts to
raise their standard high above the ordinary

. pursuits of the world. We want teachers who

- ehall be wise, who shall be Christians, and who

. shall .have that ability in imparting Christian

. knowledgn which shall so interest our pupils,

. that they shall remain in our schools after they
shall have reached the age'of twelve or four-
teen years. . Mere is our weak point, aud here
must we use our ulmost endeavors to gain

. strength. We want enlightened, reflecting,

. earnest, Christian Sabbath scbool teachers, be~
- fore we can thoroughly interést all our pupilst
. Gad grant that many such may. be raised up

among us. And may He strengthen those
whose hearts and hands are already in the

. work. . :

CHRISTIAN UNITY.

Perhaps we cherish extravagant expecta-

" tioes-of the degree of religious unity which

may yet be realized ; but' we do uot base one

« of our hopes apon the direct efforts which are

* often made to secure it.
: such’ efforts. 0
« the hour—the impulse which the Father is

We rejoice to see
They indicate the aspiration of

awakening in the heart of the world. = We re-
gard every such wide-spread impulse of human
hearts;, under lis providence, as really a

. &rophecy of the blessing for which it secks.

evertheless; we have no special confidence

* in any endeavors to file away the sharp puints

- of varying breeds, so that men may not poad

‘" each other: beyond endurance, by clashing

" thoughts, as they stand side by side.

<Itempts’ often ‘create as many quarrels as they
! : [

Such at-

heal, . % . -
: Many of the best - things in- this, world are
‘gained-when we. do-not directly ‘seek them.
ndeed; almost all the best things come by. that
“indiréct-process.: -Perhapa -we- should "rather

" gay, that while we seek one thing, it may be

Lwith-throbs  of desire, Providence -is all the

»while giving us: something infinitely .beu_er,J

It i the great method of the soul’s develop-
menf. DMun seeks preseut results, for instance,
in his-daily toils, But tie sonl is gaining a
fidelity, a manly encrgy, a sell-subsisting
power aud life, for which it did not directly
seek. 'I'he heart sceks present joy in the iu-
tercourse of fricudship and aftaction. [t gins
an jnlense, an increasing power to love, which
?nlargea its whole capacity of bLeing., * *
The pure and ever blessed love of Gud himself
dogs not come g0 much by direct and conscious
cultivation, as by the indirect inflnence of the
magifestations of {limsell, which hLe hath
spread around wus. * * * ’

We lhave na faith in the maxim, in any ap-
plication, *“ that we can eonquer a peace.” We
can enforce submission in many way, and in
many things. DPerbaps we eun, in argument,
anpihilate another’s creed. We have gained
no anity then ; perhaps we have not taken a
step toward it.  But if any common aim ¢an
muke onr hearts flow togrether, if anyihing can
make our religion itsell mingle its aspirations
and its labors, no power in the universe can se-
parate us any more. YWhat do we need but
mutoal knowledge of each other’s hearts all
over the world, to make the whole world gra-
dually more peaceful, with jts varied children
continually drawing more closely together into
a wide-spread brotherhood ! T'hen we shall
see that fidelity and love, and self-sacritice, and
unreserved devotion to God and man, are the
same thing everywhere. 'I'hose who speak of
them, shull seem (o all, to speak in the tongue
in which they were born.
come of one heart and one soul.

Honor, then, to the Christian movements of
the times, not only for their present achieve-
ments, but much more, for their higher issueg,
Honor be given them for the charities they im-~
part. Honor them even more for the charity
they create. And while thankfulness uscends
for "both, still adore that higher Providence
which exalted above all thoughts of men, deve-~
lupg through their aciion its serene and eternal
purposes.— Christian Inquirer.

CHRISTIAN TRUTH.

What do divines understand by Christian
Truth ?  The answer at first appears obvipus.
“ Christian Truth (it will be said) is what
Christ and his apostles knew and taught con-
cerning salvation under the gospel.?” . Thus
far we' find no difficulty : bnt, let me ask
again, where does this exist as an object ex-
ternal to"our minds?  The answer appears
no less obvious than-the former:- ¢ In the
Bible.” Still- 1 must ask, is the material
Bible the Christiun Trath about which Chris-
tians dispute 2 ¢ No (it will'be readily said),
not the malerial Bible, but the sense of the
Bible.>> Now, | beg to know, is the sense of
the Bible, an object external to our mind ?
Does any sense of the Bible, accessible to
mau, exist anywhere but in the mind of each
man who receives it from the words he reads?
The Divine Mind certainly knows in what
sense those words were used ; bat as we can-
not compare our mental impressions with that
model and original of all truth, it is clear that
by the sense of the Bible we must mean our
own senge of its meaning. When, therefove,
any man declares his inténtion to defend
Christian Truth, he only expresses his deter-
mination to defend his own notions, as pro-
duced by the words of the Bible. No other
Christian Truth exists for us in our present
state.—~Joseph B. White.

Ax ArpEcory.—When God created man he
commanded his angels to visit him on earth,
and gutide him in his ways, so that he might
foretaste the bliss of the life to come. But
Justful man sought aftersensual joys in prefe-
reuce lo those of heaven, and growing greedy
of worldly fruits, began to guarrel with his
brethren for the possession of them ; and the
gnardian angels wept among themselves.—.
But when the strong oppressed the weak and
took from them by force the produce of their
soil, Justice rose up sorrowing, and leaving
earth flew back to heaven. And when the
weak overcame the strong with falsehood and
deceit, and got from them by cunning what
they feared to take by force, Truth rose up
sorfowing, and, leaving earth, flew back to
heaven. Thus each bad aci seared some
good angel from the world, until Forgiveness
Z{he most beantiful of all—alone remained
behind. :

And when she heard Anger and Revenge
whisper dark deeds in man’s ears, and coun-
sel them to repeat the wrong that had been
done to them, she rose up sorrowing, and
suid, “ I will notleave the exsth.  While my
sister angels were hére, I might have rested
in my Father’s bosum, for man needed me
not. But now that they have fled, T will
seek to''make him listen 10 my voice, telling.
him thay, as bie cherishes forgiveness here, so
will forgiveness cherish him hereafter,” * So
the. loveliest child of heaven remained on
earth ; and Peace and Love, repenting, flew

back, and followed in'her'train. :

And we shull be--

o)

EChse Dot Ehpistion,
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BOSTON ANNIVERSARIES.

It will be observed that we devote a large
portion of space in our present number to an
account of the Boston Anniversaries, which we
have sclected and abridged fromn the Boston
periodicals and newspapers connected with the
Unitarian denomination. Some of our readers
mnay probably think that we give them a dis-
proportionate share, yet we believe the ma-
jority will think otherwise, It will be seen
that the lopics trealed of are various, and we
are persuaded that the account of these meet-
ings will be welcemed by our readers generally
as interesting and instructive intelligence. —
When we remernber that this little sheet has
its civrculation for the most part in quarters
where liberal Christianity is but slightly known
and but little respected—-that it goes forth to
remote regions of Canada where the move-
ments of liberal religionists are even less known
than in this city—~we consider it of some imn-
portance that those of our brethren of the faith
who are thus scattered abroad, and who do not
enjoy the advantage which we in Montreal
enjoy, of being brought together into a wor-
shipping Society, should be enabled to form
some idea of the life, and vigor, and ir.fluence
of our denomination in other places. This
should give them addilional encouragement
and hope, for although they may now stand
isolated, alone, and outcast, in their respective
communities, they may be assured that there
is a wholesome and purifying leaven at work
in the world, which will one day impregnate
the mass, and render it more liberal, more
truthful, more charitable, more properly Chris-
tian in its modes of thinking and acting.

Besides those meetings, which were exclu-
sively Unitarian, such as the Book and Pamph-
let Society, the American Unitarian Associa-
tion, and the Sunday School Society, we give
an account of the Massachusetls Bible Sociely,
and the American Peace Society, both of
which organizations have Unitarian Christians
among their most prominent and influential
supporters. It is one of the pleasant charac-
teristics of Boston—-the co-operation of the
various classes of Christians for common pur-
poses of general good. This we do not hesitate
to attribute to the extensive influence which
Unitarians exercise in that particular commu-
nity. We rarely find it any where else, For
the most part, orthodoxy, as it is called, makes
a merit of excluding Unitarians from all co-
operation in philanthropic movements and mea-
sures, It constantly aims fo tyrannize over
freedom of thought by a syslem of social ex-~
clusion. As if conscious of its want of power
to defeat Unitarianism by fair and legitimate
argument, it has ever been ils studied policy to
adopt this system, and thus make Unitarianism
seem too dréadful a thing fo come ‘info contact
with, In this way-—by this device, worthy of
the most palmy days of priesteraft—it ef-
fectually frightens’the timid and the ignorant,
We have sometimes witnessed little incon-
sistenciesin connection.witheestain pasties of
the orthodox_school in passing from this
community to that of Boston. Strange as it
may sound to some of our readers we have
seen men side by side with Unitarians on
the platform of the Bible Society in Boston,
and even consenting to speak after them,
who would have made a merit of frowningon
any unfortunate heretic of a like stamyp if he
had encountered him in a similar relation in
this good eity of Montreal. It is satisfactory
to know that even rigid orthodoxy can be
temporarily mollified in certain. degrees of
latitude.. We have likewise known of re-
putable orthodox menof this eity even preach-
ing in the pulpits of Unitarians in Boston, who
would take good :care to keep themselves
‘clear of all contact with Uhnitarians when
they came home. But we must have palience
with "such men. We must have patience
with their system. | 'We must have faith in
the progress of more enlightened views of

——

of Christian truth and freedom.™ Many sigis

coming.” _
Among the many meetings connected with
the Unitarian denomination in Boston during

were the Conference and Prayer Meetings,
held in the mornings. At these meetings
brief and earnest addresses were made by
various parties, the general aim of which was
to quicken pious feeling, and incite to a
Leaveunward progress. The opening address
by the Rev. C. Brooks, of Boston, was mainly
a pointed and fervent appeal .on behalf of
family religion. He earnestly urged the use~
fulness and high value of regular domestic
devotion. Besides such addresses, prayers
were offered by different persons, and the
whole was inferspersed with devotional sing-
ing, which imparted a delightful variety to
the exercises,

As usual the whole of the Unitarian Anni-
versary Meelings were closed by a special
one for the commemoration of the Saviour’s
death. This was held on Thursday evening
in the Federal Street Church, when the floor

communicants, some being obliged to sit in
the aisles owing to the crowded state of the
pews. ‘The sermon on the occasion was
preached by the Rev. J. W. Thompsen, of
Salem, Mass ,and the nddress at the table,and
the elements distriboted by the Rev. E. B.
Hall; of Providence, R. I. The whole service
was highly satisfactory, and a fitting close to
a very interesting season, :

—————— e~

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS’' LETTERS ON
THE BIBLE.

We continue to give these letters to our
readers. The fifth will be found in our pre-
sent sheet. In doing so, however, we think
it proper to say that we have seen it stated
in the Boston . Christian Registef"that,_they
were published ‘in-the New York.. Tribune
(from which gquarter they come to ﬁs) without
the knowledge or sanction of Mr. Adams’
family, and that they contain some errofs.
Even if we had not seen this statement, we
would not have it understood that we give
them as faultless docnments. We regard
them as highly valuable letters, but not free
from mistakes. Much light has been thrown
on the Bible—onr its history and ecriticism—
since Mr. Adams wiote those epistles—gome
five and thirty years ago. ° :

BOOIKS FOR SALE,

E. BRYSON'S BOOK-STORE.
ST. FRANCOIS XAVIER STREET

HE Entire Works of WiLLiam Erirny
T Cuanwning, D.D., in two volumes.

The Entire . Works of the Rev. OrviLLE
Dewey, D.D., Pastor of the Church of the
Messiah, New York, one volume, 8vo. pp
887. N S

A CoMMENTARY ON. THE FOur GoSPELS.
By the Rev. A. A. Livermore. = -, - |

Tue Essestiat FArti or toE UNIVERSAL
Cuunch, Deduced from the Sacred Records.
By Harriet Martineau, |~ i

La For.pe L’Eornise Universerie 3 D’-
APrES LES SAINTES Ecritures. Pat Dlle,
Martineau. Traduit de ’Anglais. ° :

Scriprure Proors AND SciipTuRarn’ In.
LUSTRATIONS oF UNrrarraniss.. By John
Wilson. 3rd Edition, revised and enlarged,

LurTERS  ADDRESSED To RELATIVES AND
Friexsps, chiefly in Reply to Arguments’ in
Support of the Doctrine of the Trinity. : By
Mary 8. B. Dana, author of the.. % Southern

&ec, . . .
Tue RECOLLECTIONS OF JOTHAM: ANDER-

'soN. By the late Rev. H. Ware,: Jr.; of Cam-

bridge Universily, New England:/ + . -
Sermons. By the Rev. F. W, 'P.° Green-
wood, D.D., Minister.of. King’s .Chapel, Bos-

)

ton. In two volumes. . :
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are abroad foreshadowing the “ good time

the anniversary week, not the least important )

of the building was entirely occupiéd by

and Northern Harps,” ¢ The Parted Family,”




