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"an atbitrary power, {accessarily given them for the purposes”

«of temporary justice;) which they are often required not to be~
shy_or delicate ju using ; and.whose patience is often piit thie se. - -
verest trials, by the perverseness or insolence of those who are
broughtbefore them, /Llus does not indeed, apply to simplejusti-"
ces of the peace,* but to.such.as are.constantly, s police-msgis-
trates, orregular quarte)-sessions gentry,-called upon to exercise®
the functions L havebeen remarking ou; butitic upon thesé general -
grounds I object against-any such being. exalted to the supreme:
Judgement seat, both incivil and criminel cases. ‘I'hese are general,
arguments sgaipst the, appoiotment 1 am ‘censuring ; but, I, con-’

" sider it as my public duty to censure it likewise, on account of

the knowledge I have; both pérsonally, and from informatibo,:
and public report, of the, unfitoess of Mr. Fletcher to'bea.

judge. He is, L believe, 'as good a lawyer, as study and know-

ledge Of the written law,can’ make. him, without the rationale of /
it.  Verbose, intyicaté and- mysterious ; ‘émssesaing jodustry of.
research, and acutenesg,of. perception, su

a shewy than a useful, €éXhiltion of hig:forensic acquirements,

- So far, it will besaid;-gothing has been’shewn in this respest, to

cry out against ;; but he_has oce; besetiing'sin ‘that totally dis-
 qualifies him for;the sititation of “a%judge, Which ought.to have’

effectualiy’, as it has, frequiently, almost,"¢jected him from that of
magistrate. .In'one jord he 15,anhabitual drunkard. <, I make .

no' apology’ for thig round assertion.” ~ Thave seed iistances of.

.- it myself. "~ A)l who,Kngy. any’:thing, of his conduct: whilstdie,

enjoyed the situation of; commissicrer-for Indian:affairs, in con< -
junction with the Hon.,W,"B. Coliman, can bear witness'td the;
glaring debaychery,-of -his' gondiict_duriog that mission, -and
which compelled his dismissal from it; before its object.was ter-
mioated, Numberless instances of a misbehaviour, approach-

ing to lunacy; which'is,to be attributéd to the ‘prevalence of. -

this darlig vice, in this, Row “honourable judge of the Inferior-
district of St. Frances,” must be within, the koowledge and. .
recollection,of, the inbabitants of Quebec, during the time of his-
possessiog a seat op the policebench. s A patural arbitrary dis-
position, lostered, and-invigorated by his station as a chief of
the constables, Tunners, and thief-takers of the ‘metropolis of
Cavada, has been rendered, at times, . ferocious, ungovernable,.
aod unbearable, by the stimulus of strong drink: 1 speak ont;
but I call all Quebec to ,witness (hat I speak out mought but
what they all know. 1If such a man 28 this, my lord Dalhon-
«gie, has been recommended to you, and represented as fit to sit -

., *Ido not,:g'mlic geiukr, by « simple justices of Uhe peace;)’

antan, Justices who are simple justsees (of which I feay there
are a vast number in Canada,) but such as are simply justices,
without being police magistrates, or of the quorum.
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