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- Lord Glenallan whrspeled caressingly,: « Surely; my own; you
have. left nothing there" for ‘which my, love: cannot repay you.?—
She drew her hand from his with a cold shudder ;-and'a. confu-
sed wish that .she:had never. been born, or never lived -fo ‘be
.- married, : (especially to.the man to whom she had -just- sworn
love and duty,). was the. uppermost feeling in Bessxe’s heurt, as
the horses whirled her away to her new.home.

- Time past’; Bessie ™ Ashton again appeared “on the thieatre of
‘the. gay ‘world, as-an’ admired'bridé. -~ The restless Iove of con-
quest which embittered her girlhoad still remairied, or rather (in=
-asmuch as our feelings do not become more simple as we’ mix
“with soclety) increased and giew upon’ ‘her day by day. -

The posmve necessxty of sométimes conce'tlmg what we do
' ’feel thc pohcy 'of ' affecting what we do not'; 'ihe deﬁance plO-
duced by the consciotsness of being drsllked thllout a cause,
.and abused us a topic for conversation § the contempt exclted by
. ‘the cringing  servility of those who flatter for’ services to be) per-
‘formed, and follow for nollce to be obtamed the repeated wreck'
“of hopes that seemed reasonable; the betra) al of' conﬁdencc
which appeared nataral’; the nvalry, disappointment, mortifica-
tion, and feverish strua'frhurr wlnch beset us in"the w}urlpool of
life, and carry us round. whethér ¥e will or not—-theso are causes
‘Which the noblést anid the: purest naturds have dlfﬂculhesv in re-
sisting; and which had “their full ‘effect on 4 mind. Iike'Bé'ss'ie’s,
‘natuml]y vam and ewer,and wurped by cxrcumstances to some-
“thing worse. :
- From her mother’s home, where poverty and a broken hcnrt
had followed an 1mprudent marmge, Miss. Ashton had bcen'
iransported to add, by her tmnscendent beuuly, one olher
feature o(' attraction to the gayest house m London. N
« Not quite ¢ woman, yet but ha.li' o child,” - .

she.was ‘ot that ‘age. when impressions are ensrest mnde—and,“
when made, most -durable. -..Among: her rich relations the les-
sons taught by the pale lips of her departed parent were forgot-
ten ; the weeds which that. paront would. have rooted from her



