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QUR INDUSTRIAL

INTERESTS.

The furmers of Manitoba evidently
have little fuith in the reported prophecy
of Pregident Van Horne—wlnch he has, it
will have been noticed, seen  fit to
materially wodify and to have surronnded
with o number of hypothetical conditions.
They have unqguestionably realized that
preseni. prospeets do not look that way,
and in fact that prices of wheat are
nuprecedentedly low.  They are many of
them louking to the mure general estab-
lishinent of creameries and cheese fac-
turies which will imolve the gracing of
gsunte partion of the land that hes been
devuted to grain, thus giving it in the
cotirse of 1 few years new heart, and re-
sU ring it those chemical clements
which have been tahen away from it in
the rising of cereals, 1t is pussibly well
that vecessity should kave compelled the
Manitobans to adopt tlus course, other-
wise then Iauds wmight very soon be run
ont and eahausted, as is the case with
much of the aforetime fertile wheat land
of the United States.  This will involve
muie work on the pait of the farmers and
their families.  Milch cattle will require
attention, and unless cheese and butter
factories be the order of the day, the
women folk will find that they have more
to do than to keep house, while machinery
plonghed the land, sowed theseed, reaped
the harvest, thrashed the preduvct and
made it ready for the market.

Fatming conditions in the Northwest
aswell as elsewhere wust be materially
mudificd ere long, and in this Province
the comparatively lazy  existenco termed
tivimg on 4 ranch will have to give way to
farming that is farmine, in which the
highest  exercise of both  bmin  and
muscle will make the lands of Braish
Columbix something more mnearly oo
proaching what they might and what they
ought to be. With wust people lere,
iarming has not been that serions, studied
aveeation which it should have been, and
which it must be before its best results
can be obtained.  As we have many
times said, there is uo reason why we
sheuld panichase the greater part of the
butter we consume in Montreal, Toronto,

to

Winnipeg or in the United States, or why
we should be dependent on the siwme
sources for our cheese.  As for eggs nud
poultry, with the open winters we enjoy,
it iy ridiculuus that we should procure the
bulk of them frinn sections of  the
Dominion which have from five to sever
months of culd, often hitter, weather, As
for the vegetables we consume, what we
do not get from California ave in a large
measure  the product of the Chinese
anches, and we may  almost without an
exception make similar remarks regarding
each individual article of farm aud garden
production  generally.  Then, let the
farmers answer, if they think they are
doing their duty by their orchards, cither
in the shape of proper enltiviition or in
the destruction of the fruit pests which
appear to be annually increasing in num-
bers, if not in varicties,

la connection with manufactures, what
might there not be said £ Some people,
when spoken to, preteud that these are
not the times in which to undertake such
cuterprises,  They say that the times are
too hard and that the prospeets are not.
sutliciently promising.  But granting, for
Jie suhe of argument, that the condit ons
of which they speak actually eaist, what
are they doing to remedy them? Some of
these parties have no hesitation i putting
up margins fur “deals * i produce, sil-
ver, or stocks in Seattle, San Francisco,
Montreal and even as faraway as New
Yuik, leaving their interests in the hals
of peaple wha are comparative stratgers
to them and who may at any moment
serivusly jeopardice the resources with
which they are entrusted. Invested here,
those marging would amount to a con-
siderable sum, and would all the time be
under their own control. But in these
“deals” of which we speak are the parties
concerned creating anythingor doing any-
thing by which any material advantage
would be gained ! Decaidedly not.  They
occupy pretty much the position of the
Chinamun who plays his game of fan tan
or the professional gambler who preys
upon the innvcent and confiding cus-
tomer whom he can induce to try his
hand at Black Jack or some other equally
houest and reputable diversion.  They
are tinancial anarchists ; their prolits are
mide out of the losses of others and not
out of theirlegitimate den.ands.

On the other hand, the wan who
honestly embarks his capital in wmanufac-
tures or in legitimate furming knows that
he is trying to creste sumething, to in-
crease the value of an article which has
actual existence.  He knows, tuy, that he
is at least endeavoring 1o augment the
prosperity of the community, to give em-
Pluyment to honest, hand-working people,
to iucrease the value of property—his
vwn, possibly, and that adjomning to it; to
produce an article by which the seller will

profit and the consumer will be advan
taged. I fact, while seeking to turn his
capital to account, he is benelitting some
one clse and withont robbing any one,
which cannot be said of much of the
gpeculative business that in many quarters
is 9o popular.  "There s such < thing as
overdoing manufactures, but we have a
long way to go before we shall reach that
stage.  Witness the manufacturers on the
Island and Mainland who have been get
ting rich, althongh a tremendous gnantity
of wanufactured articles have been and
are still being brought i from the out-
side.  The subjects of British Coliinbia
manufactures ag well us of agricalture only
require thinking over a little forone to be
convinced as to their petfeet feasthility,

DEPLRESSION.

There can be no disguising the fact that
31 fur as general business is concerned the
recent depression has not been an un-
mixed evil.  n the parable of the sower
about which the good book tells us, we
st of that sced which not having deep
ness of earth spring up quickly and
rankly, but soun died gut, But, as every
one is aware, such products tahe the place
which would be oceupied by others of a
more permanent character, and in fact
prevent the other growing or altaining
state of fraition.  This worthless swalf’
has to be got rid of before the
rest of the ¢rop can prosper.  So is it in
business. There are numbers of people
who start vuty, but have no boltom  finan
cial, moral or as the result of experience.
These are in the way of other people,
whose business they rumn. besides most
cffectually bringing about their  own
downfall.  Times of depression tell on
such people, and have the effect of weed-
ing them out. Thus, as has bhren said,
they aro not an unmixed evil, since they
the svouer bring matters to that climax
when the issue is that of the survival of
the fittest.
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Tue Monctwry Times has the following:
A few years ago the trade of British
Columbix was an inconsiderable factor to
the Dominion. But with the advent of
the Canadian P'acitic Railway this ceased
to be the ¢ se, and the comwucreial and.
industrinl progress of this Proviuce is
carcfully watched by the busiuess com-
wmunity of eustern Canada.  Briti-h Col-
umbia has not escaped the depression so
prevaleat in old and new countrics alike,
and the depression has besn cven the
more intense since wiany districts through-
out the Proviuce have been strugyling
with the reaction that sovner or later fol-
lows every real estute boom.  Bat the
fuiure of the Proviuce is of great pro-
wise, and Victoriz, Vancouver and Neow
Westminster are probably as good cities
fur investment as any in the whole Do-

minion.”



