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O Wretched Man that I Am!

Who is it thatis so miserable? Per-
haps there are many human hearts that
will answer, « It is I, most certainly. I
am sure that my case is designated.” But
who are you? A man of pleasure? Yes,
aman o pleasure,, You have sought for
happiness in the ball-room, in the theatre,
at the card-table or bowling-alley; you,
like the boy, have chased the rainbow, but
have never been able Lo overtake it. Ithas
always beenin the next valley, or on the
next hill. In all your giddy round of
pleasure, you have never found any sub-
stantial good; you have been repeatedly
deceived, and you are conscious that you
are a wretched man. This is indeed most
true. But you have not that state of feel-
ing that Paul had, when he uttered the
words at the head of this article. He was
never “a man about town.” Your
wretchedness has no sympathy with his
source of anguish,

The man of wealth exclaims, “My case
is designated. I have for years made it
my study, day and night, and nsed unceas-
ing toil to accumulate wealth, and I have
purtially succeeded; but my desires have
outstripped my acquisitions, and I am no
more satisfied than I was in early life. I
sm indeed a wretehed man!” But the
source of your unhappiness is not similar
to that of the apostle to the Geutiles. He
pever sought forthe gold of Ophir or Ca-
lifornia. He learned that in whatever
state he was therewith tobe content.

The ambitious man says, “ The captain
of this article describes my case. [ have
sought for the honour and applause of this
world, and have partially obtained my ob-
ject; but in the train of my success have
followed cares and perplexities, that have
far out-weighed all my consolatious, All
my happiness consisted in anticipation, not
in fruition, and I am more wretched than
I was in the humble walks of life” You
also greatly mistake the source of the apos-
tles unhappiness. He never sought to
pleaso men. If this had been his govern-
ing purpose, he could mot have been the
sarvant of Christ,
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«My God! I cry with every breath
Exert thy power to save;

O break the yoke of sin and death,
And thusredeem the slave!”
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