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WE. are grateful for the kind reception
that has everywlîere greeted our paper, and
for the friendly criticisrn and lhonest encour-
agemnent given us by those whose opinions
we prize. Sensible of tlîat %vherein wé have
corne short, we shall make it our earnest
,endeavor to pro-fit by advice so generously
given.

Some have complained that the paper is
placed at too high a price. Our only reply
is that the expenses of publication are so
great that 'we cannot, at least this session,
alter the ternis of subscription. Surprise
also lias been expressed at the non-appear-
ance of advertisernents in our first issue.
WTe think that a rnoment's reflection would
have answered the query; we did not feel
justilled in asking people to advertise in a
paper they liad neyer seen, and of whose
merits and circulation they were ignorant.
We hope thie presence of adî'ertisements in
this numnber will gratify all curiosity on the
subject.

At present our list of exchanges is flot
extended enougli to permit of a column
being devoted to their criticism. This, lîow-
ever, will flot long continue to be the case,
as we would like to acknowledge the prompt
ïesponse of some ta our advances in this
direction.

Owing ta the relaxation of holiday times,
and the delays attendant upon the re-opening
of school, we have not been able to give our
January number ta the public iii as good
season. as wve had in 'tended, but we trust
aur readers Nvill accept this expklnation.

WrrFIxNthe Jast flve iecks two of America's
mnaster minds have goDne from aur rnidst.

Eachi year the Alumni of our College
pravide the opporttxîity of listeniîig to differ-
ent celebrated avatars. The scliool year
1877-8 wvas inarked by the presence of the
dîstinguishied lecturers Ba)ard '!-taylor and
the Rev. Ira T. Bidwell.

Strange it is thiat the iev lband of Deathi
should be laid on thiese two, uipon wlîose
wvords wve hung so short a tuîne aga. Mfr.
Bidwell wvas present at the Llosingy exercises
of the year, axîd delivered a lecture on the
"Old Log Schiool-liotse."

Bavard Taylor visited us shortly after the
Clhristmas vacation. His lecture, delivered
in Mechianics' Hall, Nvas - on the subject,

Ancient EgypIt." His life is a grand evi-
dence of the power of the mind andi wvil ta
overcome every difflculty in the patli deter-
mined upon in life. A farmer's son, lie* en-
tered a printing office, -and wvhile thiere, by
patient perseverance, acqmirc(l a splendlid
education. Possessîng a desire ta travel, lie
wvorked his passage across the Atlantic, anid
on foot made the touir of Europe. IHe after-
wvard traversed large portions of Asia Minor
and Africa. In :r86:2-3 lie xvas Secretary of
Legatiosi at Petersburg. About a year be-
fore bis deathi lie %vas seat as U. S. Consul
to Berlin. He lias writtei n miclî ini prose
and verse. Most of lus proase warks are de-
scriptive of lus travels.

SINGE. tue beginning of the new session
aur skating rink lias beexi in full operatioîî.

Thoughi proný,ouiiced by sanie ta be the
best in the city, wve have lîad no appartunity
of verifying tlîe staternent: tlîis nîuch we
can say, tliat altiioug breezes hiave*saîue-
times disturbed tlîe fiaading, and lumîps
sornetirnes risen, thîe rink lias been a source
of very great enjaymneît ta a]l1-teac 'iers,
sciiolars, axîd the fewv city frieîîds w~hîa have
accasionally fourîd their w'a within the
wvalls. I

Many a ane who neyer befare notnted
thie unstabre steel lias been exîcouraged by
example and precept ta try, and it speaks
wvell for their perseverance that a Complete
failure bas flot as yet been reported.

Delighfful recreation hours have been spent
upon the ice, and the only alloy is the
thought thuat ere long the sun will rab) us of
aur .pleasure.


