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ing atavismi. No predisposing cause with %vhichi
we are acquainted exercises suchi a potent influence
in the production of ttubercle as this; frotil sirc to
son, froni (tam to offspring-, from gencration to
generation -ofteii an unbroken succession-the
fatal tendency is transmiitted. the inore consangu.in-
ity is miultiplied the more the tendency is increased,
and the greater the virulence of the resulting pro-
ducts. No animal w'hose systemi is tainteci, even
in the sliglîtest degree, or in whose history there
exists the slighitcst suspicion of tul)ercle, should
be used for breeding purposes.

Prof. Flint in his " Principles of 'Medicine
observes as follows:-

&CFacts shýow the tuberculouis diathesis iii a certain
lproportion of cases to be congenital and inhcrited.
WVhy a J)eculiarity of constitution renclering a
person specially hiable at a certain age to the
development of this disease should be transmittcd
fromi parent to child, cannot be explained, more
than thc fact that peculiar traits of physiognomny or
mnental chaýracter are inhlerited. The conclusion rests
on observation. It is a mnatter of remora:k, that the
offspringr of consunl)tivc parents arè apt to l)ecomec
tuberculous."

l)r. Lionel B3eale says: "'rimbercle and cancer
are hiereditary disorders, and the immature cancer
or tubercle clemients may have been transmiitted
from the parent, ai-d hanve remained in a dormant
sýtate, until stirrotinding, conditions becomne favor-
able to the (lisplay of thecir full vigor. This view
seems to derive support fromn the fact that just as
in due timie, each feature of developmient appears
in the progeny as in the parent, so tubercle appears
at a fixed age, which is the sanie in each."

A. remiarkable case, proving the transm-issibility
of the disease froin the male parent to the progeny,
is publishied hy Zippelius. A stock-breeder pur-
chased a bull, and vwithi hmm served ten of bis
cqws. Th'le bull wvas fonind to be affected with
tuberculosis, and for this reason wvas killed. AIl
the cal vcs of the ten cows which had been put to this
bull, had eveiitually to be slaughitered because of
this affection. The first symptorns of the disease
in the calves were manifested wlhen they passed to
aduit age.

,And s0 in 'hu.nan statistics; it is a faliacy to
suppose that youth is considered thie h,-rvest timne
of consumiption, or middle age the extreme period
within wvhich the whole cr01. is garnered, the

post-miortemi records of many hospitats showing
th-it ai large pcrenttage of pursons who (lie over
sixty years of age are 'afflicted wvith pulmionary
phthisis; less betwveen the ages of ten and forty
than it is betweeti forty andi seventy.

It is said that forty is the old age -if youth, and
fifty is the'youth of old age.

'Phe *seeds of clisease being sowni carly', the
mialacly matures later in life.

Accorcling to al)stracts prepared by (Soring, on
the sanitary condition of animials in B3atavia iii
1878, 5,o52 tuberculous cattle wvere apportîoned as
follovs :-65 %vere less than a, year old ; 5 51 'vere
fromi one to three ),cars old ; 1,730 wverc fromi threc
to six years old ; 2,36o were more than six ),cars
old.

blhul it is very rare tliat tuberculosis coni-
mences duringy foetal life, yet it is notorious that a
tuberculous cow trahismiits to its descendants a
predisposition to the disease.

Willianis says :" It is not only hieredlitary, but
congenital, and lie lias seen a caîf tlîrue months
old whichlî ad thriven well until withi,î two or
threc (iavs of its deattih UC wt caseo-us, cal-
careous, and grey tuberculous ulcers. In this caîf
tlîe wvlole of the serous mienibraiies were affected,
wvlich mutst have been fornîcd in ider-o. Thle
mother of this caîf seemced a healdiy animal, but
wvas of spare formi and had a capricious appetite."

Adam relates an instance from aniong man y
others in wlîiclî the lesions of the disease were
observed iii a, caîf whicli clied a fev lîours after its
birth, the mother at the timie being affectcd with
tu berculosis.

Semmiies relates five cases of phithisis which lie
met with in ilie foetuses of cattle, andi says thtese
cases sufficiently l)rov' that it cat: l)e developed
during the em bryonic stage.

In humian statistics it is abundantly proved that
contagious and infectious diseases occur during
foetal life, even to the recovery *of sucli without the
mother being apparently affectcd, notably that of
variola.

Fleming salys: "Tlîe influence of conîtagionî on
the propagation of tuberculosis lias been affirma.-
tivelv solved, for we have furnislied ample I)roof of
its hereditary transmission;, this, transmission being
nothing more than the infection of the ovumn of
the foetus through the mîedium of the parents," and
fu/rlîer says, " the nîorbific principle ma%, arrive in


