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Pearance, now some fifteen months ago, and yet
her uterus in large and heavy, measuring quite 3}
inches. In the great majority of cases it is not so,
and in recent cases of subinvolution more or less
menorrhagia may be looked for.

The treatment of subinvolution differs materi-
ally according to the conditions present. When
one finds the uterus enlarged, soft, and relaxed,
feeling very much like the uterus in the second
month of pregnancy, it is noticed that this condi-
tion responds very readily and promptly to treat-
ment. The chlorate and bromide of potassium,
Wwith ergot and quinine, are amongst the most use-
ful remedies. Two grains each of ergotine and
Quinine, given three times a day, with 25 or 30
grains of bromide of potassium at bed-time, will in
general promote involution. It will be materially
aided by douching the cervix with a gallon of hot
water night and morning, to the last pint of
which I generally add one drachm of borax or
alum. If the recovery is not prompt and the cer-
vix looks congested, I scarify it, make applications

of iodized phenol or Churchill’s tincture of iodine |

to the endometrium at intervals of ten or twelve
days, painting the whole vaginal cervix at the
same time. I do this whether endometritis be
Present or not, and I am satisfied involution is

Promoted thereby.

It is unnecessary for me here to mention that
any displacement should be rectified as soon
88 possible, as I have before intimated that
this accident superimposes an additional element
of venous congestion. But when the condition of
the uterus becomes altered, and we recognize hard-
hess of tissue, we find a more obstinate resistance
to treatment These are the cases which have run
on for months and even years with little or no
treatment, beyond tonics and laxatives ; and these
are the cases in which we find extraordinary ner-
vous symptoms developing themselves. Unfortu-
Nately a number of those cases will never fully
recover, but their condition may often be so ame-
liorated that they may pass the years to the meno-
Pause with comparative comfort. In addition to
the line of treatment which has just been advo-
cated, and which must be carried out very vigor-
ously, T am in the habit of applying nitric acid to
ﬂ.‘e whole endometrium, after the manner of Att-
h.xll’ when the carbolic acid, iodized phenol or
tmct“l‘; of iodine fails to produce a healthy con-

dition of the mucous membrane. The application
of the various caustics has a two-fold purpose—
to establish a healthy condition of the mucous
membrane, and to whip the uterus into contrac-
tion. Undiluted carbolic acid is a very safe and
almost painless caustic, if care is exercised in not-
allowing any to trickle down into the vagina. If
after a satisfactory trial of this treatment no very
marked benefit be produced, I have tried dilata-
tion of the whdle cervical canal to the extent of
an inch or more, endeavoring in this manner to
produce a strong impression upon the uterus. In
one case in particular I believe I obtained much
good. As this is an operation not fraught with
much danger, it can readily be tried in obstinate
cases. But I can recommend with much move
hope of success, removal of a portion of the cervix.
In a number of my early trachelorrhaphies, I was
surprised to find what a marked impression was.
made on the nutritive activities of the subinvolved
organ. In one of my first this was especially
noted. The uterus was large, retroverted, some-
what prolapsed, and the cervix lacerated into
three sections, and the symptoms of backache and
dragging pain were so unbearable that the poor
woman had been an almost helpless invalid for
three years, with all the nervous symptoms which
In addition, there
was a laceration of the perineum almost back to
the rectum. In this case I was associated with
Dr. Edwards, of London, and operated April 24,
1881. The uterus rapidly diminished in size, and
the woman bloomed into health in a manner
wholly surprising to her friends and medical at-
tendants. In a short time after her return home,
she attended to all her household duties connected
‘with a farm, and in a letter to me some ten or
twelve weeks afterwards, refused to come back to
have the perineum repaired, saying, “ as long as 1
feel as well as I do now 1 will not have the other
operation done.” Diminution in tenderness was
as marked as diminution in size. As I mentioned,
the cervix was lacerated into three segments, one
small and two large. The small segment was en-
tirely cut away and the operation thus converted
into a bilateral one. I was strongly impressed,
aside from the mere stitching up and healing of
the cervix, that the operation should have pro-
duced such an impression upon the uterus as to
start up afresh the nutritive activities which had

accompany such a condition.



