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repute, in consequence of its being administered at a
time when the stomach cannot tolerate it.

Internally, I have found astringeuts of more use
in this disorder than tonics; or they may be com-
bined. Gallic acid, the dilute mineral acids, espe- | w
‘cially the sulphurie, may” be given. Tincture of
matico will often be of service, and more so, in my
experience, than any other plant rich in tannin, as 1t
appears to act upon the genito-urinary tract rather
than upon the bowels, as is often the case with the
others. -

Ergot is one of the most valuable remedies for
this aﬂeetxon and the liquid extracts of the Phar-
macopaia is a very efficient and convenient form for
giving it ; whilst the dilute sulphurie acid ean be
added, if thought advisable.

‘When the urethra is very sensitive, and the pas-
sage of urine painful, small doses of copaiba are
often most comforting ; or the other oleoresins may
be tried if it disagree ; but none of them, in my opi-
nion, is equal in value to copaiba when it can be
borne.

I am not disposed to regard strychnine in these
cases with very great favor; when there is much
irritability of the nerves, I believe it often adds to
this ; but when this is subsiding it may be of use
as a tonic ; so may qulnme or iron, but in no other
way: Ihave never given the tincture of iron ju the
enormous doses (from one to two drachms three times
daily) recommended by some, and so I cannot speak
personally of its value in such large quantity.

Cantharides, phosphorus (except the dilute phos-
phoric acid), and the so-called aphrodisiacs, do harm
by acting as stimulants to the nervous system gene-
rally, and therefore to the local nerves. Cantharides
also, by its action upon the bladder is, especxa]ly
when given in large doses, a very injurious drug in
these cases. For the same reason I dls(xpprove of
local blistering ; while the sore left Ly the blister
acts, moreover, as a source of irritation, and adds to
the lmbmty of emissions.

Belladonna, in my hands, has proved to be an un-
certain remedy ; in some cases it has appeared to do
good by allaying irritation, whilst in others there
were no beneficial results from it. The dryness of
the throat, disturbance of vision and diarrheea, which
are often caused by it, constitute an objection to its
employment in full doses, and without them its value/
is very questionable.

Camphor is a most useful drug; three or four
grains made up into two pills, with half a grain or a
grain of opium, and one or two of aloes, have more
frequently allayed nntabxhty and prevented emissions
than anything I have yet tried. Opium alone does
not succeed as well, and a large dose is necessary, so
that the untoward symptoms sometlmes produced by
it are more likely to be incurred.

I have tried chloral in a few cases, and with very
great advantage ; in doses of fifteen or twenty graius
at bed-time it has answered its purpose admirably. -

Bromide of potassium, in thirty or forty grain

doses, will sometimes be of service ; but it seems to

me a less certain remedy than chlpral, which [ am
disposed to regard as one of the valuable agents we

possess for these eases, thoucrh as yet my expenence*

of it is limited.
Suppositories vary much in their action, whatever

drugs they may eontain occasmnnally they answer -
e‘l but often they do mot lessen, and I am:

not sure they do not sometimes increase, the 1rr1ta-
bility of the parts.

Galvanism I have not employed myself; but in

the few instances where I have known of its
being tried by others, it has seemed to me to do

more harm than good, by adding to the nervous irri-

tation,

Lastly, as to cauterization by the porte-causmgue |

I need scarcely say than I am strongly opposed to
this method of treatment ; for, if my view of this
disorder be correct, this 1nstrument can relieve it in
no other way than as the passage of the catheter
does. I do not believe that uleeration or other mor-
bid conditions of the cjaculatory ducts are the causes
of seminal losses. We have no evidence that these
pathological conditions exist, exeept, it may be, in
very rare -instances ; and if so, the application of

nitrate of silver to the prostatic mucous membrane -

in every case of nocturnal emission must be unneces-
sary ; and in spite of its allezed harmlessness, I con-
sider it-to be a dangerous treatment. I bave known
two persons die from the effects of the porte-caus-

tigue, and I have seen others suffer severely from its -

employment. This may not be to the usual result;

but I do say that the application of nitrate of silver -

to the urethra, whether in stick or in' strong solu-
tion, is at least a very sharp remedy, and will often
produce violent inflammation, and sometimes lay the
foundation of a stricture or of a chronie irritation of
the bladder.

If, then, caustic he applied on an incorrect sur-
mise as to the condition of, and its effects upon, the
prostatic mucous membrane and ejaculatory ducts, it
is not only an unnecessary, but, in my opinion, an
unsafe method of treatment.—
Med. Journal.

ON THE TREATMENT OF ASTHMA.

Mr. George Gascoin, surgeon to the British Hos-
‘pital for disease of the skin, saysin the British Medi-
cal Jowrnal :—

In the summer of 1870 I was summoned to a lady
suffering from an acute asthma, to frequent attacks
of which she was subject: Nothing had been omitted
in her previous treatment, which was simply pallia-
tive. She was recognized as constitutionally asth-
matie, and little hope was entertained of permanent
amendwnent. The asthma first occurred on the sub-
sidence of nervous symptoms a few years previous.
1t had not, as far as I am aware, any organic basis.
There was observable on the legs an “eczematous
erupmon
of the British Pkarmacopaem should be briskly
rubbed into the chest for an hour’s space, if possi-
ble ; and this' was done daily by a very efficient
attendant, who had sufficient intelligence to compre-

hend and carry out the treatment. Very early much .

relief was experienced. On the.return of hier physi-
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I directed that the chlorof'orm liniment




