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Case-of Erysipelas, with Remarks.

W

hiccup; .bowels not moved for last twenty-four hours.
Hydrargyrum cum creta, ten grains ;; aromatic powder,
three grains—mix, and give now;.to be. followed. in
two hours by half an ouncé of castor oil.  Eight p. m.—

Much. the, same ; disease. extending over cheeks and
forehead ; says he would give a greaf deal for a night’s
sleep. Extract of henbane; extract of hemlock, of
each.four grains; mucilage, two drachms; solution of

acetate of ammonia, two drachms; camphor mixture,|

. half; an .ounce—mix, and give now ; to be 1epeated in
four hours, if not asleep. -

«31st.~Upon the whole passed a better night than any
previous one ; has had several naps of half an hour’s
duration. 'The disease extending along forehead and
temples on scalp ; ‘throat and nose are_now much . bet-
ter; -can swallow and. breathe pretty freely. "Fancies
mixture disagrees with- him ; discontinue it. Let his
head-be shaved. . Continue lotion. '
- +Feb. 1st..—Passed a very restless night, Disease has
extended over all face, and is spreading on scalp; eyes
shut ;- pulse 124; weak. Let him have half an ounce
of ‘wine in sago gruel every two hours.- Eight p. m.
~~Pulse 130, weak ; made three or four attempis to go
to’stool, but passed nothrno satisfactory. Hydrargyrum
cum’ creta, -ten’ grams ‘aromatic powdér, four grains—
mix,’ and’ grve ‘now. = Extract of hemlock, extract of
henbane, of each four grairis; compound spirit’ of sul-
phuric ‘ether, half a drachm ; -syrup of poppres, one
drachm; “camphor’ mrxture, one ounte-—mix, give in
one hour, and repeat in- four hours if not asleep, - Con-
txnue wme, beef tea, and warm fotus.”

2nd fen a; 'm.—Passed another restless mglrt—was
‘delmous. “Disease now . covers three fourth of ‘scalp ;
18 suhsrdmg on face, with the’ ‘exception of éyes, which

are ‘still closed ; pulse 130, weak ; subsultus tendinum ;|

,’tongue dry, the uncomfortable feeling dt’ stomach still
eontmues, and ‘makes occasional efforts to retch. “One
scruple calcred marrnesra, 1mmed1ately Increase wine
'to orie ounce: ;every two hours ‘and let him have a {able
spoonful of the fo]lowmg mxxture, also. every “second
hour"--—Sulphate of qumme, twelve grains ; ‘dilute * sul-
phunc‘acrd ﬁﬁeen minims ; tincture of cardamoms,
half an-‘ounce ; watér two ounces ‘and a half. ‘Miz.
Ordered fotus to be discontinued, except to eyelids;' and

P ted scalp wrth wdme. Seven P m.—[s much bet—

ng eased two free mohons from bowels pulse 120
04‘“253“@ e

M“3rd “ten. a. M. not sleep well, but feels, upon
‘ﬂxe whole, much better, and' 'ewdently 1mprovmg

k' yes ‘;Sen, and’ sw"llmg of face dummshed 5 pulse 1205
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_mahon, and the’ ‘patient stood it well.

tongue clean. . The disease has now travelled nearly all
over scalp. Repeat iodine paint on sca]p Continue
mixture and wine. .

4th.—-Decrdedly better; drsease has met on scalp,
and is not extending in any. other direction; pulse 98,
Omit quinine ; continue wine, &ec.

From this date the patient, without any thmg worthy
of remark, went on improving.

REMARKS.

" This case is chiefly interesting on account of the dis-

ease originating in ‘the throat, as it is not usual for
erysipelas to originate in a mucous ‘membrane ; in the
majority of cases affecting the head, it first shows itself
about the ears or cheeks, and thence extends over the
face to the scalp, and occasionally over the nostrils and
lips to the fauces and pharynx. In the above case, it,
on’the contrary, first declared itself in the throat, and
extended not ‘only through the nose to the face and
scalp, but the symptoms also indicated its extension to
the larynx and esophagus, which was the chief cause
of the patient’s distress and imminent danger: I may
mention, as another illustration, that erysipelas occasion-
ally originates 'in mucous membranes, that during the
winter of 1842, an “epidemic, first affecting the throat,
prevailed extensively in many parts of this continent."
The exciting cause was apparently cold, as erysipelas
was not epidemic at the time ; the most prevailing com-
plaint was a species of catan‘h accompamed Wrth sore
throat.  This appeared for tlre first few days to be, and
probably was the patient’s case, but owing to some pre-
disposition, the local inflammation assumed an erysipela-
tous action, whrch “appeared to me to have propagated
itsell to one’ of the patient’s clnldren, and o a fnend
hvmo in'the same house. ‘
0pposrte plans of treatment have been, and still are
advou.zted by authors of the grcatest respecrabnlrty—de—
pletion by the one, and stxmulants and tonics by the
other. In the above case, owmu to tl)e intensity of the
mﬂammatron of thc ‘throaf and larymr, the treatment
was necessarrly very active ; the patrent was twice bled
and once leeched, beforé. the drsease declared itself on
the skin. The efiects of such active treatment in erysi-
pelas are worthy of remark. These may be’ drvrded
into primary or 1mmedrate, and secondary or’ 1emote
eﬁ'ects. )
L1 The rmmedrate eﬂects of the venesectron were
most arateful relrevmg pain by moderatmg the 1nﬂam—

2. The secondary eﬂ‘egts were ‘not so satrsfactory 5.
although moderated in ltS actxon, the drsease was nerther
arrested in its progress nor’ was 1ts durauon short.ened j
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