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constituted the ehurch, nnd the church constituted the kingdom, whichi
was of this Nvorld. The choosing of the priests, the people, and the place
of worship ; and the framing of the creed and ail the laws of that church,
were the work: of hlm who alone is infallible ; even Jehovah who wvas their
king, and chose David to rule under him. I-le who estabiied thitt church
gave no toleration to the leabt departure froni thle creed or any of the laws;
but said, "dCursed is every one that continueth not; ini ail things wvhich are
w'ritten in the book of the 1wi to do them." That chureh ivas typical
of, and preparative to the Christi-an church. Jesus whose kingdoni is flot;
of this %vorld. as mediator, noiv sits on Pavid's throne ; namely the throne
of the Christian church, wiîich lias neyer been constituted a nation or
hingdomi of this world. The members of the church, as men, are subjeets
of various kingdorns, and ini duty bound to observe the iaws of their res-
pective kingdoms . but as Christians, they are the subjects of Him alone
who is K~ing of hings, and Lord of lords. As the surrounding: nations
hiad no riglit to make laiws for, or to interfere with the arrangements of,
the Jewish cburch ; so the rntions in ivhich Christians reside have no
riglit to make iawvs for, or interfère ivith the government of the Christian
church. 'The choosing of the- people and the ruiers, and the framing of
the creed, and ail the laivs of the hingrdom, of Christ is the prerogative of
King Jesus alone.

They w'ho imagine that the higher powers of every nation, after the
exampie of God, should estabiish a church, seem not to be aware that the
task requires infallibility ; nnd that I-le to whora ail power in heaven and
earth is given, has flot required any such thing from the hand of muan.

Churchmen frequcntiy say, that dissenters have P tolerat*on, an unlira-
ited toieration, what more wvouid they have ? *What more can they reas-
onabiy desire? WIouid it. not be a gross insuit, were the state, after rob-
bing a man of affluence of bis ail, nnd then supporting him in a poor-
house, to say to him, 3'ou bave plenty of food and clothing, %what more
'wvould you have ? What more can you desire ? ^

The stute after it hiad assumed an illegitimate authority and thereby
robbed the people of their inalienabie right, did, by the toieration net.
restore to dissenters that of wbich they bad been robbed, with the charac-
ter of being weak in the intellect, and of having departed from the truth.
The Bible is a message fromn the niosti ldg to man, ivhich every one
shouid read and endeavor to understand. It is the duty, anxd the inalien-
able privilege of every mian, not only to peruse his Bible, but also ta
receive religious instruction from those 'who seemn best qna]ified to give it.
We are flot aware, that sny state has a delegated authority from, Heaven
to interpret the Soriptures; or that any power on earth bas a right ta
interfere betvreen man and his M~aker. The extent of the magistrate's
authority is satisfaetorily defined in the thirteenth chapter of the epistie te

*Soine of the dissenting ininistere in E dinburgh have actually had thiair
forniture sold to pZIY the ostabhishcd clorgy.
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