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THE CANADIAN ECONOMIST.

MONTREAL, SATURDAY, 27tu FEBRUARY, 1847,

BRITISH PARLIAMENT AND NAVIGATION LAWS.

A perusal of the debate which took place in the House of Com-
mons on the 21st ultimo, must, we inagine, satisfy the most scep-
tical that the doom of the British Navigation Laws is sealed. It is
possible, nay not improbable, that this great work may not be
achieved duning the present year. The pressure of other matters,—
the wish 10 avoid as much as possible, in this the last session of the
present Parliament, the agilation of questions on which there may
exist a difference of opinion in the House,~—the desire which the
Ministry must naturally feel that the eftect of the temporary and
partial suspension of these laws on the shipping interest may be
fairly tested— all these circumstances combined, may preserve them
on the stawute buok for another year: but unless there be—which is
very unlikely—n another session such a change in the position of
parties as to place the Protectionists in the ascendancy in the coun-
¢ils of the nation, these laws can hardly be expected longer to con-
tinue in existence.

‘The debate already alluded to shows clearly that the great party
who have so successfully struggled to relieve the country from the
trammels which have weighed down her commerce, are equally
united and determined to shake off the monopoly of the shipawner,
end that all their energies will be put forth for that purpose.  Nor,
$0 far as we are cnabled to judse, is the Minister indisposed to yicld
to their influence. Not one word falls from his lips, or from auy of
bus culleagues, in favor of those laws, which but recenlly were al-
most univerally considered as lasting memorials of the wisdom of
our ancestors,—nay, he almost apologises, on the ground ot the dif-
ficultics which lic would have encountered, for not having abio-
gated instead of merely suspending them.

We feel it our duty to bring this subject again prominently before
our readers, begause when we commenced the agitation for the re-
peal or modification of the Navigation Laws, we were again and
2gain, threugh the medium of the Government organ, informed that
our demands and those of the Montceal Board of Trade were “pre-
posterous,™ ¢¢unrcasonahle and absurd,™ amd that the ¢ Repeal of
the Union and of the Navigation Laws ™ were to be placed “much
in the same category  Many persons, we are aware, were carried
away by these high-sounding declarations—coming from a pen
which at a.ic time stood deservedly high amongst the commercial
public—and did really conceive that any remonstrances which the
colony might make on the subject would prove unavailing. But
we think they are now undeceived, and will no longer rely on
such a broken reed as their oracle has proved himself to be.

The following extracts from speeches in the House of Commons
will puit our readers in possession of the opinions of members of *he
Free-Trade party :—

Mr. Ewarz snid he would apply the doctnines of frce trade not only
to the amportauon of corn, but to the navigauon laws, which were a
heavy burden on commerce, a burden amposcd ia a barbarous tune, and

did expect & more hiberal exposiuon of ministerial poliey. i was utterly
impossible fur any man, who read the proceedings at Montreal, and the
proceedings which had taken place in other colonics, in reference to this
subject, 10 believe that the Government could long maintain the autho.
rity of the frother country over some of these colonies, if it deprived
them, as they were rnow deprived, by the restrictive provisions of the
navigation laws, of adequate means for the free and speedy transit of
their produce to the English market. 2 # # They had taken from
the colonies what they considered 10 be protection, and it was now the
least that we could do for them, to cnable them to export their produce
to our matkets in cheap shippinz, He submutted to ths noble lord, that
this was a question which must yet occupy the attention of the Govern-
ment and of the House. .

Mr. Rutsreg =aid that the noble lord should bear in mind that it is
lugh freights which prevent the frecr tmporiation of corn.  What stands
in the way of our bringing it in-ot & cheaper rate?  The navigation
laws? The bold, clear, and coiumon-sense way of effecting this object
is by aboliching the navigation laws.

Sir C. Narier said he felt perfectly satisfied that if the pavigation Jaws
were totally abolished there would be much more exertion and enter-
pnise on the part of vur merchants than there was at the present mo-
ment.  He would say further that the seamen of this country would get
more protection, be better paid, and better treated, as well as that we
should build better ships than were now bwilt and building, when 1t was
koown throughout the world that vur navigatien laws did not exist,
® ¢ = Ie hoped to sce the noble Jord at last come forward with a
bill to abolish the navigation laws, and that they would never be se-
established again.

These sentiments were enforced by observations from Mz,
Bright, and Mr. Brown, the eminent Liverpool merchant, the new
Member for South Lancashire, and but fecbly answered by any of
the Protectionists with the exception of Lord George Bentinck, who
boldly lannched out in defence of the principles of the British Na-
vigation Laws, and censured Her Majesty’s Minusters for ¢ listen-
ing to the doctnnes of the Political Economists.”® Were he a
Minister, he announced, he would pursue a totally different course :
he would hang up all the Political-Economisis, together with
forestallers and regraters who are holding up their stores for higher
pricest  With such advocates, we think, we may safely predict
the speedy abolition of the British Navigation Laws.

In a matter of such vital importance to the colony as the repeal

of the Navigaton Laws and ihe opening of the St Lawrence to
foreign vessels obviously isyit will not do tobe too confilent, and we
theretore trust that ete loug theie will be some decided manifesta-
tion of public opinion throughout the province,—that that opinion
will be conveyed to our Legnslature,—and that our Legislature will
urge these measures on the Biuioh Parliament,  If such a cousse
be pursued, we bold our victury to be secare: so that the means of
success are in our own hands.

In appeahing to the Butish Pasliament for the boon we ask, we
have certanly clauns which must be admilted to possess great
weight. We are not on the present occasion about o re-state t?\cm,
and re-argue the general question—with that all who have sta-
died our columns must be fanulii—but, in addition, the peculiar
grounds 0 wineh we refer, and on wluch we would specially rely,
are the sudden withdrawal of the protectivn on which we had every
reason to calculate for the tume specified in the Act passed last ses-
sion of the Impenal Patlament.  Let us nol be undersiond as cen-
suting the conduct of the Brtish Govemment in suspending that
Act. Farfrom it: wc mast, 1 common with every other British
subject, not only acquiesce imy but appland, it. But we cannot
shut our cyes to the fact, that unless ous demands be granted there
is great danger to our commerce,—that a large portion of our pro-
duce, and the pnacipal part of that of the Caited States, which
under a perfectly free system would pass through var waters, will
be sent via the United States canals fo New York. Every one is
aware that last year, had it not been for the obstacles which the
then enisting enactments interposed, Canadian produce would toa
laige eatent” at one time have been furwarded through the latter
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