1895.] THE OPEN DOOR OF KOREA. 665
era of unlimited Christian extension has come on Korea, that very period
for which he has been longing and praying, for which so many prayers
were offered during the month-long visit among us last winter of the saintly
Bishop Ninde. Vistas of rapid church growth, of multitudinous conver-
sions, rise before him, of speedy extension into every province and magis-
tracy and larger town. What is God’s will? The Christian community
in Korea waits to learn it—waits not, but presses onward to preach at fJis
Lidding and to see what great things e will do.

The nation is in cxpectation. They look for the changing of all that
is past. They are not more wedded to their old religivus ideas than to
those of daily socia® observance. The nation never had z religion—only
a superstition. With scholars it is the following of the precepts of Con-
fucius ; with the common people the propitiation of loval spirits,  Shall
ever a more favorable season occur for the wide uprouting of these beliefs
and the presentation of Christiau truth 2

What is to hinder? Clictly the luck of workers, There is already
more Jaid upon those in the ficld than they are cqual for.  Enqguirers at
cvery hand, new avenues daily opening, country districts one after another
giving the invitation to come and preach, here a group of newly bora con-
verts in need of careful nurturing, there a slightly stronger community
building themselves a church and calling for the meat of the Word—this
isallas we would have it; but the hands that are ready and willing to
work are weary, and drop powerless with its magaitude.

Such 2 crisis in religious things as passed over Japan two decades ago ;
is to-day passing over Korea—a time when work counts double, when the
first harvest is ripe aud calls for garnering, when the land may be rapidly won
orslowly lost—the land spoken of as a whole, as we speak of the Christian
mtions. As in Japan, througk fewness of laborers, arc opportunitics
ard advantagesto belost ¢ Orshall the force be so increased aud so speedily
that Korea shall be won while yet a fair and unbroken jewel for Christ 2

‘The open door does not fail to be seen by those who have lately been
peshing it farther open.  The Christian churchies of Japan have not been
sow in organizing to send missionaries across the straits that scparate
them from Korea.  Their coming is looked for and louged for Ly those
already in the Seld.  May Japan crown her labors by proving not only the
disilizing, but the Clhristianizing power of the far East. From her shores
vetanother body of propagandists have been still quicker to embark, and
2 spreading their cult with a zesl not heaven-burn,  Throughout the
sosthern provinees, under the guidance of a horde of Japauese monks, the
revival of Buddhism progresses with a rapidity which indicates a ready
accegrance for higher forms of faith.  Christian missionaries do not dread
thern. Tt is mot for their teachings that the heart of the sinner hungess.
They presch & dying faith, and its revival can never infuse real vitality.

Would that God might sce fit to rouse Iis people to come hither and labor
as these are doing.
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