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capital was taken, ended the fiourishing period of Abyssinian mis.
Sions.

Since then attempts have been niade again and again to *build up thesýe
waste places, but w'ith -poor success. The present -Emperor, Johin, is
hostile to wester-i ideas, and is seeking a reunion with the Oriental
Churcli, particularly with &hat of Russia. The golden opportunity ")r
Olnistianity and for modern civilization in historie EtXiiopia ivould ia-ve
been in 1868. If England lad -:hen," istead of leaving the con quered
land upon which she haà taken lier vengeance te its niserable fate, to
anarchy and interuecine destruction, assuined se mucli of a protector.
ate as to secure frecdom anil liberty for tl. gospel messengers, a new
and encouraging era for Ethiopia's Cbiràstianity -%ould have be.eu
inaug-rrated. The complications with Italy are, net promisi-ng as far ~
as the causc of the gospel in Abyssinia is concerned.

But whatever the fate of Abyssinia may be, and of Christian work in
Abyf;sinia, certain it is thaý this work there -will always be one of
peculiar difficulties. The Abyssinian being a church with a highly
developed ecclesiastical organization of bishop, priests, deacons, monk-s
and films, with a fixed dogmatie systema and settled and stereotyped
forns and ideals of worsh.ip, it will always be .a vexed problein as to the
position te be taken over against tuhe native clergy aut-« 4h, native 4
eli irc1 i. Are the Christian missions te co-operate with the native
chu. ceh, te revive the churcli from wvithin, or to establish new commun-
ions of r2anewed Christians as opposition orga," tin . oteeitn
churcli? ileretofore the first bas been the only method«I pursucJ, Dot

se ivuch fi-om choice as from necessity. The missior 'iscoia laior
c'n]v as long as the king permitted ît, and no. greater danger to, the
king's authority could be imagined t'nan the opposition of the native
clergy, wlio contr,•! the minds of the people almost absolutely. Fer
this reason nonle of the missionari Js establishied new churches or entened
into open opposition to priests or monks. In the ca-: of the converz,*(T
of the Falashas these were izptized oy the native clergy and mnade niem*
Lcrg of the national chuecli of the iand. The littie bauds of convertd
Christians werc thus an ecclesiola in ecclesia, and it wvas thought that
they as a leaven vould eventually leaven the whole hup. Whether
they wouflI have done se if the mnissionaries had been able to con.
tinue thc ir work, «'uly a prophet or a propheL's son could say. But as,
long as the r.ew gospel spirit coMfind its way only intu the hears of
tele people, anc1( îlot into thie liearts of the spiritual lea ders, the uCs
o!~ this meth< d would seem te bc doubtful. Sooner or Later flic cor
fluet would oe inlevitabJe ; iudeed it at some place7 already had com-
meuced wlien Theodortis turued against th e mission enterprise. Future
mission work in Abyssinia, must be gunided by the liglit of the exp.
ence acquired by gospel workers in the last sixty years. The tâsk ài
net liopeless, nor have ail hopes been given up, On the conLrary, r-oc"2


