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BY P. 33. SIL&WE, LADAR, TIBET.

The last chapter in Subhiadra's catcbism treats of " T/he Brotherwocl
of the .Elect"-i.c., of the priests or lainas.

Question 159. Wliat applicants are ref used admission into the order ?
Ansuer. Ail those sufferîng fromn infectious or incurable diseases, . . . all

debtors and persons answerable to the law, etc.

The " religion of love and compassioi?" bas no hope to hold ont for
tbe leper, the blind, the maimi, or the deaf. They are incapable of attain-
ing salvation. The stateilent about " persons answerable to, the law"-
does not tally with facts. LTntil the Pogra invasion put an cnd to Ladaki
independence and the ie of the ;»liamas, crirninals were ru.gularly received
into the monasteries,' whielh cnricbied themnselves from their lands.

Qu,8tieni 164. What are the ten vows of the Brotherhood ?
1. Not to kil or Injure any living being.

The disregard of this mule by the lainas whenever obnoxious heretics
are concerned bias been referred to above. Sucli deeds are indeed carried.
out by the laity ; but the laity wotild not stir if the lamas attempted to,
restrain them instead of urýging themi on. The fact thiat their hands are
not literally stained with blood is quite, suficient to put any qualmns of
conscience on thie part of the lamnas to, rcst. But they even go further
than this. In the early times of Buddhismn in Tibet, King Ralpachan
persecuted the priests, until a disgnuisedl monk assassinated. the king, and
gained lasting bionor to his own namne by thc foui deed. Nom are the
lamas more tender-bearted wbien punishment, only is intended. Pushing
pins under the finger-nails is, if the Ladakzi are to, be bclieved, a flot un-
common punishment in Tibet. Capital punisliment is inflicted by drown-
ing, as by this means the actual slbedding of blood is avoided. In Ladak
itsclf thieves used formerly to bc punishied by being beaten with thorns
prior to being driven out nae.into the desemt. The ing of Ladalk ias
obIiged to keep a speciafly well-paid clerk for documents intended for
Lhasa. If a single spelling fanît 'was discovered-and, Tibetan orthography
is extraordinarily difficult-orders were received that the writer's hand
should. bc eut off. Thc Ladaki also state that, if a mari makes hirnself
obnoxious to thc Lhasa authorities, lie is politely invited thither, treated
inost hardsomely during bis stay, and disinissed with. presents. llnfor-
ttinately such people usually cither fali into a river on the return jonrney
or die of some mysterious discase, and it is an open secret that they are

*The first cighit are the same as lite obligatory and thrce vohintary vows of the laity. We
muet agai go into detail, but can bc brier, for it Nwill In many cases bc suftlcicnt to point out that

j the lamas are no better than the laity.
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