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the rnsb, uncalled-for, and unjust applica-
tion of the sanie.

'Fle extensive characterization of î.at oc-
casion .f shall neyer forget. The expressive
epithets s6tilI ring iu my ears*l Oîîe person
%vas "gawkyi" and another "Imortal to*tclhy";
this one used "ltoo lunch soft soder," aîîd thiat
one was a "'geat swell;" somne one else liad
Iltoo rnuch 11ek, and bis friend was "ever-
lastingly kicking up a dust ;" se and so
was "iterribly rnmitsha.ckle," and "tothier" one
'Ivwent on"l abotit lier neighbors. (Tlkiîîs 1
to rnyself "People who live in glass houses,"
etc.) The storekeeper has "te -knack", of
"ebamboozliig , and the milliner "ltakes the
links ont of" her customers. The teacher
ctyanks" the "lyoung eues"i round, and "llicks"
them. over the "noddle"; while~ the preacli-
er, or "lsky pilot," "riuns" the church, and lie
did-u't spoil his discourse last Sunday by
someti ing lie said just before closing,
but lie ,"Islopped. over." Aunt Poli1
didnýt. die, but she "kLicked the buecket,'
"(passed iu ber checks," «a "Iwent over te
the nîajority." This thing ivas "ltoo thin,"?
alld somn-thing cise was "the worst kiud."1
A certain lady didn't successfully reprove
another for lier knavery, but she "lwent for
hier bald headçq," gave hier 'liai) colimîbia"
,or "idown the banks,," and "lsquelched" lier
for ber "lscrim shanking." I caIl to, mina a
few more expressions then used, and which
I have sirâce heard quite frequently,.tlat I
cannot y et persuade myseif te, repeat, evcu
theughl1 feel assured that iu these it wiil be
the sanie as inu "auy siathers" of other in-
stances where only a littie time and effort
was required te overcome ail prejudice.

At the expiration of twenty minutes-or,
more Beseie remarked to, ber sister that she
thought tliey had better "lstir their stuînps,"
and LKatie- being of the saine mind
tliey irnmediatelv "lstirred," mucli t My re-
lief. Confotiud èliarlie, I say 31My "dander"'
is wp, in less than a "jiffy" whenever I think
bow that -youngster "lfooled" me.

At, the sacrifice of being cailed "green"
and uucultivited, I must out -with the trutlî
that upenl the ladies' departure I -was actual-
ly paiue.d and disgusted at the scorn whichi
they manifosted for what I had been wont te
look upon as good, sensible, perspicilous,
ana elegant Englsh; and the love which
theyhbad for dragging into their conversation
,what 1, in mny haste and igniorance, thei eall-
ed low, outlanè ish, and silly gibberish oBly
fit for Billingîgate. But, baviug nxiy atten-.
tiun c,:bÉequently directed mno)re closely to
this inatter, 1 soon began to nudergo a
transformnation anda to grow- refined -myself.

1 saw that the pulpit and the press, the
learned aýid the ricb, the gentlemen and
the seholars, ail used this mougrel Encylish to
a gYreater or less extent, so that quxckly I

oakdthe car of progrcss, andant once those
ladies begyan to risc in îny estimation, while

with evn±resn sernuless rel)roaclled
inyself for iny dulliiess and lackc of taste.
TrIlC. was a tume in which, unsophisticated as
I Was, 1 actuaUly expressed 8orrov that sub-
jects, of dlignity and importance sliould lie
dlegraded, a.s I thouglit, in this way. 1 called
te mind a rcrnaek of one of our res-pected
professers condeinnatory of the tise of slang;
and 1muy confidence iii Mbi, since lie wvas a
maln cf refined taste, tended to increase

mdisapprobation of stepping beyond the
"Rnglishu tndefiled." But bere we have an-

othcr illustration of the fact that men of
kuowledge and culture are lnt' infallible.
Sonie minds.are se couservative that they
fight agaiftst ail innovation. I have no
doubt but that our professor's views on this
subject have undergone a radical change, as
.he h2s since had a more ample dernenstra-
tien than formerly of 'the inestimable value
of iwlîat lie oue speke against se strongly.
Truc it is that our Engliali classica -re free
froni auything like the slang now lu vogue;
but let it not ie. forgotten that the human
mna is progressive and that the great men
who have made, literature se rich, se noble
and sogrand d id not arrive at. the acme, of
ail excellence. How sad it would be were ire
brotight te the boundary hune of progressi
WTe rejoice that siun-batliédl heights stili lure
aiste their golden suîumits.

Only a year bas passed since that after-
noon iu my mother's parler, and, havisag lu
full viev Die proverb respectîng seif-praise,
1 tbilnk I cain say vith ail medesty that at
leest 1 have an average standing in polite
circles for nîy ready and appropriate usei of
thie most elegant Il 1.&' Frenchi;" and al-
thoughi.Ilierein give lîttIe evidence of this,
devclopi»-lent, it is ou account of being de-
sirous to avoid -%vritingr above the compre-
hension of the nîcat illiterate, for were I te
,assume that elevated style which obtains iu
the higlier grades ef society, and 'Which cornes
onlyý t.lrough, culture, my meaning would
be, lu a measure, biddeu frein the comuton
lierd-the very class 1 amn desirous of influ-

ecg.Judg;ing frern the past we have
grounid'for strong hope thai the general pro-
gress ivili lienceforth be so, great that in a
short tinie ne eue need steep te, what la
rnerely commnuoplace. Quickly dees reflue-
ment succeed vulgarity when the people
pluce thieniselves lu the attitude of learnersi
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