
TLe Doorn of >Soulic.

and lier attendants fled, as tliey perceived
liim, yet, as thougli bis fumiliar- gave speed
to, bis horse, iii a few seconds lie rode by the
side of Marion. and throwiag out bis arm,
lie lifted bier from, lier saddle, white lier hiorse
yet flew at its swifest spced.

She seaine aloud,but lier attendants liad
fled. He held lier upon the saddle belore
him-'?Marion!' said the wizard lover, 'scream,
not-be calai, and hiear nie. I love tliee,
pretty one ! 1 love thee!'P and lie rudely
raised lier lips to, lis. 'F!,ate hath decreed
tliou shlathe mine, Marion-and no human
powver shiah laake tlîee from me. W'eep not.
1 love thee fiercely, madly, as a she wolfdoth
its cubs. As a river seekietîn the sca, s0 have
I souglit tlîee, Marion : and now thou art
mitip-e-andl tliy fair checkt shial rest upon a
inanlier bosorn than tbat, of Branxholm's
beardless beir.' And then lie rode 1 furiously
forward to his castle.f

He locked the gentle Marion withiin a
strong cliamber-lie ' wooed lier as tbe lion
-tvooes lis bride. Atîd now shie wvept, and
tolre bier raven bair before lîim, and it, hung-
disshevelled upon lier shoulders. Slîe in-
plored lira to restore lier to liberty-and
again flnding hier prayers in vain, ulie defled
him-she invoked the ven.geance of Heaveta
upon bis head ; and at, mucl moments ýtle re-
pute(] sorcerer stood aived and stricîten in lier
presence. For tbere is somethiag la the mn-
jesty of*virt ue, as tliey flash from tlîe eycs or
an irijured woman, which deprives guiht of its
strengtli, and defeats its purpnse, as though
Heaven lent its electricity to defend the weak.

But finding bis threaLs of no efleet, on the
tbird night lie clutched bier in lbis arms and
bore ber tb the bnunted dutîgeon, tnai. tlîe
spirit rMiit tliroivits speil overlîerand coni-
pet lier to love bita. He unlockied thne massy
door. The làint howls of the dog wvere still
heard froin the corner of~ the vacît: lie put
the lamp upon the ground: lie stilil held Ma-
rion to lais side-and lier terror fiad al most
mastered ber stru.gles: lie struck bis clenchied
b~and upon the bugecliest, and cried-' Spi-
rit! conte forth!'

Thrice be repeated the bluw-tirice lie ut-
tered aloud bis invocation. But the spirit
arosenfot atbis summons. Marlon knew the
tale of bis i5orcery ; and terror deprived lier
,of consciousness. On recovering she found
lierself* again ' i the strong dhamber ivhere
sîne had been conflncd, but Soulis was, net

ivithihec. Slie sirave Io calîn lier fears, $li
k-neit down and told hier beadiz, and beggei
that lier Walter miglit lie sent to lier del jve,
ance.

It was scarce day-breai wvhcn the lieir u
J3ranxholm, wvlosE sword ivas terrible in
hattle,with twenty armed men arrivcd belbrt
Hermitage Castie, andi demanded to ,peak1
with Lord Souliq. Tlie warder blew hi,
liorn, and Soulis and bis attendants carne
forth and looked over the battlernent.

'What want ye, boy,' inquired the wizati
chief, 'that, ere iliesun be risen, ye corneto
seek the lion in bis den?2'

' 1 corne,' replîed young WValter, boldly, -in
the nane ol'ouz good king, andi by bis au.
tliority to dernand that ye give itîto My indi
safe and sound rny betrothed bride, lebt vei.
geance corne upon tliee.'

' Vengeance! beardling!' rejoined tlje sur.
cerer 'who (tares speak of vetigeance on
the house of Soulis ? The crown is mine.-
thy bride is mine,and thou alzo, shaî t be frae
-and a do--',; deatli uliailt tliou die for a:.s
morning's boasting.'

' To aumq P1 lie exclaimed, as lie disb.
peared from the battlement,and wiîhin afew
minutes aliundred men ruslied from tlîegaw.

Sir Walter's band quailed a, they beheli
tîne £cuperior force of bis enemies, and also L,
dread of the sorcery of Soulis. But hope re-
vived ia tiem, when tlicy saw the look ocoa
dence on the countenance of their leader.

As liun-ry tigers, rushied Soulid and be
vassals upon Sir Walter and lis mca. X
man could stand before th" sword of*tlesRn
cerer---even Walter marvclled, and hteprsý
scd forwarito measure swords with hini-
But ere lie could reacli him, bis lèw ibli
ers wlio had cscaped the liand of Soulis ab,
his bost, fled and left birn to maintain Ilà
battle single-lianded. Every vassal cf it
sorcerer, save three, pursued them; aLi
agaifnt these, tliree, and their cliarmed loiý
Young Walter was left to, maintain« uD
equal strife. «'Back P' cried Soulis' jf
band alone must Branxliol m's youn~n!
meet l1is doom. It is meet that I sh3odginý
his lieaël as a toy to my bride, fair Marioit'

' Thy bride, flend i' exclaimed Sir Wans
-'noiv perish!'l anîd he attaclied hlm forî
ously.

'<Ha!' cried Soulis, and laugbed at theiL
petuosity of bis antogîonlist-< talie rushes
thy wveapon, boy;- tliy steel l1la féckleffl


