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* Weel, my daughter will be the first o’her
family that ever gaed on loot to the altar,” an-
swered the auld leddy.

* And I assure ye, Ma’am_that 1 would be
the first o' my family thut ever gacd in ony
ither way: and to gang on foot shows a de-
monstration o' affection and free-will, where-
as gaun in a carriage looks as if'there were
compulsion in the matter,’ eaid I, Weel, we
walked 1o the tap o' the Canongnte, where
the Episcopawlian chapelsiood. [had often
read over the marriage service in the boolk,
in order to master the tim: to say, ‘¥ will?
nevertheless, I had no svoner seen the white
gown of the clergyman, anl felt Janic’s hand
trembling in mine, than he micht as weel
hae spoken Gaelic—~and when the minisier
was done, I whispered to the best man—"is
a’owre now ?° * Yes,’ said he. * Heevenbe
thankit " thought I.

* Weel, as 1 had been used to an active
life 2’ my days, I had naeskill in gaun ahout
like a gentleman wi’my hands inmy pockets
—and I was anxious to take a firm. But
Jeanijz didna Lke the proposal, and the auld
leddy wadna hear o't. So ¥ put out the mo-
ney, and we lived upon the interest. For six
years every thing gaed straight, and happy
asa family could be : we had three bajrns—
the eldest a daughter, calied Margaret—the
second a son, named Andrew—and the third
we ca’ed Jeanie. They were as bonny and
obedient bairns as ye could see, and every
body admired them. There was ane Lucky
Macnaughtan kept a tavern: a sort of res-
pectable folk used to visit it, and 1 was in the
habit of gaun at night to smoke my pipe, hut
it was seldom that I exceeded three tumblers
—and amang the customers was ane that I
had got very intimate with—a genteel look-
ing man as ye could sce—indeed, I took lim
to be a particular honest man. There was
ae night that I was rather hearty, and says
he to me, ‘ Mr. Stuart, will you lend your
name to a bit paper forme 2 ¢ No I thank
ye -X never wisli to be caution for onybody,’
says I. ‘It’s o no consequence,’ said he, and
there was no more passed. Butas I was ri-
sing to gang Lame, ‘ Come, tak anither,Mr.
Stuart—Dil stand treat,” said he. W1’ sair
pressing 1 was prevailed upon to sit doun
again, and we had anitlier and anither, uil
1 was perfectly insensible.  What touk place

or how I got hame 1 couldna tell, and the
only thing I remember was a head fit to split
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next day, and Jeanie very powty-~hower
1 thought nae mair about it, and wag g
1 had refused to be bond for the persoq 4
asked me-~for within three months ear
that he had absconded : a day or twa af,
was telling Jeanic and her mother ¢
ciccumstance,and what an escape Ihady
when the servart lassie shewed a bank
into the room : * Tak a scat,” said 1,
had dealings wi’ the bank. ‘ Thisisay
busiress, Mr. Stuart,” said he. * Whagpe
nesx P said I, quite astonished.  “Your by
eecutity for Mr. So-and-so,’ saidhe: N
cried I, starting up in the middle of the f
--*Me ! the scoundrel~I denied him py
blank P * There is your signature for a iy
sand pounds,” said the clerk. ¢ A theys
furies ? excluimed I, stamping--*1t’s an,
ferual forgery © *Mr. Such-an-one is wit
to your hand writing,” said the clerk. I
petithed @ in 2 momenta confused recoll
tion of thie proceedings at Lucky Macnaug
tan's flashed across my memory!  There s
a luok of withering reproach ia my mothr
in-law’s een, and I heard her muttering~
aye said what his three tumblers wad «;,
te.” But Jeanie bore it like a christian=;
cam forward to me, and poor thing, shel
sed my cheek, and says she~* Dinna dite
yoursel’s David, dear-~it canna be hel;.
now--let us pray that this may be a lessu!
the future. T flung my arm round her m
—I cuuldua speak--but at last, I said~
Jeanie, it will be a lesson—and your affacix
will be a lesson?  Same of your book lears
folki wad ¢ “this conduct philesophy in Jea:,
—but I, wha Lenned every thought inl.
hieart, was aware that it proceeded from b
resiguation as a true Christian, and her:
fection az a dutiful wife. Weel, the upd
was, T had robbed mysel” out of a thoue
pounds as sunply as ye wad snuffout ac
dle. You have heard the saying.that som
ne’er cotcs singly; and 1 have founditstne
—1I had twa thousand pounds,bearing sixj;
cent. lyiug in the hands of a gentlemen
tmmense property, Scores of folk had mox
in Lis hand:: tiie interest was paid punctue:
——aud I hadna the least suspicion. Wi
looking over the pupers one morning whs
natoe should 1 sce, but the very gentlem
that had iy twa thousand pounds! i
the papers in one hund, and a saucer it
other. The saucer and the coffee g
emash upon the Licarth! © Oh David, what

the matter? cried Jeanie! ‘We're a’ ruin



