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Presbyterianism to both Tpiscopacy and Congregationalism when
Jkept within the bounds of moderation :—

‘A misapprehension to which peaple heve arve liable, and which I will now en-
deavour to cbviate, i, that Presbytery is a very peeuliar and extreme system, and
that every Episcopulinn or Congregationalist, in virtue of being such, must look
“upon it as the very antipodes of Episcopaey or Congregationalism. If any identif{
Episcopacy witli upostolical suceession, and, consequently, avow sisterhood wit]
Ronme, thiough which that sueceés.ion is derived, and pay homage to the relaticn
byrintroducing into a Protestant ehurch as mueh Rominism in doctrine and ritunl
45 English fecling will tolerate, or even pronounce to be intolerable, then 1 con-
‘fess that euch administration is antagonistic to Presbyterianiem. But if we spedk
of the fonaders of the Euglish Chureh, and the gréat and good men wha in divers
ages have adorndd its communion, it will be found that their solemn and declared
couclusions ‘brig mhny of them into proximity, and even relation, to ourselvés.
It can give no'umbrage to any Episeepal friends that I adduce their own authori-
ties against an eXtreme deominationalism, and in behalf of closer affinity with us
1han many suppose to exist. ’ ’

Bishop Burnet informs us that there were many learned and pious divines in
the begmning of Queen Elizabeth’s ieign, who, being driven beyond the sea, had
observed thenew model set up in Geneva, and other places, and these thouglit
‘that such a platform might be an effectual way of keeping out disorders. But
the Queen, perseiving ‘that if the concerns of religion came into popular hands
there would be a power set up distinet fiom hers, over which she could have ne
nuthority, resolved {6 maintain the ancient government of the Chwich. Nothing
then but the preference of the Crown for prelates and prelacy, after its own soit,
prevented & very considerable modifieation of Epiccopal peculiarities, and closér
assimilation betweenl Geneva and London. -
- -Matk the constituents of Presbytery. Our churches are individually superin-
tended by ministers and elders—by ministers who preach, and elders who do not
preach. "The value of such an eldership is fully acknowledged in constitutional
dacuments of the English Church. Indeed, the same convocation whick passed
the Thirty-nine Articles sanctioned a catechism, drawn up by the Rev. Dean
Nowell, in which the maintenauce of discipline by « ruling eldership is unequivo-
cally advoeated; and powerful and commendable attempts have been mude in
recent times to revive this order of labourers. Nor is an eldership at variance
with Congregationalism, That every primitive church had a plurality of Pres-
byters is generally acknowledged by independent wiiters. They also admit that
all the Presbytets did not oviginally preach ; aud that while oue or more of them
publicly tavight, others valed only, finding plenty of occupation for their time
and talents in practical superintendence. Lt Congregationalists act cut this
view—tlicir own view—of primirve Christianity, and each of them will have s
eonmipany of Presbyters, or'what we eall 2 session. :

The following is the cloquent and glowing conclusion of the
pamphlet. The extract is of considerable length, but we are sure
our readers will thank us for it :—

" Another impression liabie o be adopted here is, that Presbytery is almogt
equivalent to quarreling—ibat we seek the purfection of seets in the multiplica-
tioti of Wi, and aim to do exccutian in saciety by bursting like bombshells, and
séattéring dn fragments. ‘T dare not, M candour, repudiate this objection as wi-
quilifiedly as others. Epiceopacy has certain advantazes on the side of cohierence,
1a lie absetice b courts, it twants tliose embittered debates _which issue in dis-
arcinbernienis, ‘Tt is haid, 100, for a bishop) to sceede. And if youe secede, ncho
con Le installed. No bishops can be ordained without ‘hishops; and without
'fﬁs'lmps fliérd can te no confinhition; and o, }Nlhout _a secession of bls_]_x,opg,
Episcopacy; fronf its summit to its base, is despoiled® of its characteristies.” For
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