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foundations of a modern bouse, as
well as several things missing,
whichi ve should expeet ta flnd.

The first surprise in diggingy was
the enormous size of the villa.
The picCC of land at flrst enclosed
,,\as 300 feet square, but it wvas
soon fournd that the -%valls extended
beyond this iii every direction.
Theli enclosure wvas increased to 450
feet square, and the foundations
werc found ta cover the greater
part of this extensive area. It is,
indeed, the largest Roman villa
that lias yet been discovered in
lEngland.

Its outer walls are two feet in
thickness an(l built of flint with
layers of tules>, and faced wvith
plaster.

One of these tules, on being
measured, was found ta be fifteen
inches long, eleven and three-
quarter inches wvide, and two and
a hiaif inches thick.

The general plan of the bouse
consisted of a long suite of rooms,
extending froni east ta west for a
length of .380 feet. Corridors ran
along the back and front; one the
wvhole distance, the other only haif -
-\vay. The space in front of the
long corridor wvas divided into twvo
large courtyards, separated by an
apartment ninety feet in lengthi, the
use of wvlich is uncertain. It is
eleven feet in wvidth, and hiad wvalls
four fcet in thickzness. At the end
of it is a semicircular tank, once
lined -%ith lead, and hiaving a water-
%way lcadingo into it. The lead lias
long since aonte, but flic character
of the interior shows clearly that
it -,vas once so lined. No other
IRonman villa yet discovered lias a
siniilar apartment, and hence the
uncertainty as ta its use.

Starting at the eastern end, the
flrst thing ta be noticed is the
elaborate arrangement for heating
the rooms. Coming from sunnv
Italy ta this country, one of the
tluings they feit the most must bave

been the coldness of our winters.
They stili continuied the practice of
thecir own country, ta keep anc part
of the bouse for winter, and to re-
serve the cool, shady roorns for sumn-
mier use. No less tlîan six rooms at
the north and east of the Darenth
villa have these undergyround ar-
rangements for hieating the rooms
called hypocausts (hecated f rom be-
low).

Thle floor of the room wvas sup-
ported either by columnls of tiles
about eiglit i nclîes square, as the
room n aur illustration shows, or
by flue tiles about two f eet in
hieiglit, or cisc by parallel rows of
chalk blocks with spaces betwveen
for the fuel. The hot air thus
passed under flic whiole floor and
Up the walls, by means of flue tules.

Nearer the centre of the bouse
are the rooms set apart for bath-
ing, some heated by hypocausts,
and some for cold baths. The
bath wvas an important part of the
dailv life of the Roman, the
w'ealthy nobles often speiîding
sanie haurs a day at tlîe batlîs.
Oîîe of the batlîs at Darentlî con-
tains a trench wvlich seems ta have
been for the feet of thîe bathers.
The leaden pipe for carrying off
the -\vater from anc of the batlîs
is still preserved. There is also
a large swininiing--batli,, about fifty
feet longr and twenty feet ,vide,
wliiclî is reaclîed by a descetît of
four steps, wliicli are carefully
rounded s0 tlîat tlîe bathers should
xîat scratch thîcir limbs.

Towards tue west are other
raoms, wvhich show that water xvas
let iii at anc end of the series, and
after passing thraugh them -%vas let
out again by a chiannel wvhicli prob-
ably led ta tlîe river. It lias been
suggested that these rooms may
furnish a dlue as ta the probable
occupation of thîe owvner, say tan-
ning, or dyeing.

The flooring of the variaus
rooms is of variotvs materials. In
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