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TYP~E 0F MISSION HOUSE.

Is thiere for a bird like you,
Switnininig on the sea ?

Tell of those hiappy islaiids whierc
Poor niortals înay resigui their care

Anid follow after tlîee!

And now wve wili picture just one
or two more Korean scenes. It is
New Year's Eve. The lighits are out
in the low inud houses that line the
village street. The moon is rising
clear above the brown Decemiber his.
In its 1;hrlt you sean thue houses and
sec outsidc the door of each a flour
sieve. It is there for Santa Claus.
For the K,'oreans have a Santa Ciaus,
too, who cornes on New Year's Eve;
tlîey eaul irni Angwangi. But hie is
flot the loving spirit who fils the
stoekings of Canadian children. He
is a miean littie elf, wvho gfoes aroulid
to the houses leaving typhus fever,
chioiera, leprosy and otiier such oifts.
The very mention of " Angwangi "
makes the littie ,Koreans shirink in
terror.

But thiere is one wvay of trieking
the old fiend. He lias a mania for
counting the meshes of a flour sieve,
s0 by putting flour sieves outside hie
is kept busy ail nighit eouîîting nieshes

tili day breaks and lie lias
to go awvay wvithout seat-
tering his cvii gifts.

Huinan nature is, as lias
often beeîî said, muclh the
same thie world over. The
Korean, like ourselves, at-
temipts to " turu a ncw
leaf " witlî the ncw year.
1\r. Gale deseribes itI thus:

"The noted inoon of the year
tlîtte crebeetit thiat ilinies un

the tirst iiiglht of thefirst îu.onth.
Every native in the ]and feels
that ivitli it oid things have
pass d am ay and that ail things
h ve beconie newv. He pays

his debts, puts on a new suit of
clothes, bows his congratula-
tions to the men of the Village,

and hlias the youinger men bow to Iiiin ; auîid
yet after it all there is a lack anîd an achuîîg
void. He 'icts not unlike Job did, wvhen lie
said 'Tlîough I wasli nie with siuow-water
and nmake mny biauds never .90 cean. yet thou
wilt plunge mie in the ditclî and mine own
ciothes shall ablior mie.' Soinething dogs
Iiis footsteps of whichi lie tries very liard to
be rid; lie calîs in sorcerers, and fortune
mnen, and duringr prolongcd seances seeks
their advice. A Cook wlîom wo ieft in Korea,
liad niany timies fallen a victimn to a quarrel-
soîne disposition, thougli lie fouglit liard
agrainst it. «%Ve told Iimii of the Chîristiani
way of coîabating sucli a foe, but it did not
appeai to liii»i. H1e said Koreajîs had a way
too, but lie would have to wvait the New Year
for its triai. Wheîîi the Neiv Year carne late
at niiglit., wve fou:îd iîiiii the courtyard fly-
ing, a kite on which lie lîad first written,
'EviI disposition, impîatience, bad words,
sjtrcet figlîting, etc.' It was so dark that no
kite couId be seen; but wlien lie lîad run
the string out to its full lengtli, lie out it and
let it go, iîiiagining that so lie lîad rid Iiini-
self of lus enernies.

" Another regenerating metlîod conmmonly
practised is to prepare a straw image whicli
contai us in its inniost being a ivritten state-
ment of one's sins and slîortconuings, together
witlî a few cash. On New Year's niglît beg-
gars wlîo play the part of scapegoat, corne
by asking for clLeyonq or the image. It is
irnssed out to tliern, aund they becoine pos-
sessed of the evil, seliing tlîeir peace of soul
for the cash witiiin."
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