
THE PRESI«BYTERIAN RECORD. 8

FRENCEI EVANGFLIZAION.

There was a foul bouse at the evening sede-
runt %when the report on French Evangelization
was presented by P~RINCIPAL MACVICAR.
He remarked that the work was not confined
to the Province of Quebec but extended to a!!
the Provinces of the Dominion, and in every
one of thiese Provinces the Frencbi-speaking
population was rapidly increasing. Last year
the Board employed fifty-six missionary la-
bourers, of whom twmnty-one were n-mînsters
and seventeen colporteurs. They had thirteený
schools %vith, nineteen teachers arid 533 pupis,
Of Whom 203 were Roman Catholics. Tbey
had thirty-seven mission fields embracing
seventy-five preaching stations. It was coin-puted that ihe number of French Protestants
in Canada was now i i,ooo, and in the Unlied
States not less than 25,o00. Fifty years ago,
there were none at ail. The income of the
Board last year from ail] sources was $32,6o6.
They required and they proposed to erect
new buildings at P-ointes-aux-Trembles for
the better equipment of their schools there.
They wanted to ernploy more colporteurs.
They %vould gladly have more Presbyterial
interest in their work in the direction of visi-
tation and supervision, and they earnestly.
asked from al], increased sympathy with the
converts from Romanism.

'l'le difficulties of t!--e wvork can scarcclv- be
over-estimated. Carrieci on anrga peuple
the large mass of whorn we regard b.sthorough-i
Iy superstitious andi firmnly wedded to a corropt
religion, it requires strong faii, undaunted
courage, and patient perseverance on the part
uf those erigaged in it. Nowhere does the
Church of Rome possess greater power and
wvealth thian in the Province of Quebec. By
ineans of ber legalizeýd systemn of tithes, and
the large grants of landi made to the jesuits
andi other relig4ous orders in the early history
of the Province, the churcb lias amassed
tnormous wvealth, and, virtuatlt; co ntrolling
ilhe Legislature, she bas estaol ished berbeif
inore firinly in this Province than ev-ershedtd
n France or Italy, or even, perhaplç, in Spain.

AXnd ut no perioci in the past history of the
ouoitry lias she been more bitterly opposed

t. the disemination of God's Word, or more
zealous iii kecping the people In ignorance and
sup-urstition thian at presenit. Knowing that
the critrance of the Word gives light, and that
iis Word, applied to the heart and consýcience
by the l-oly Spirit, is tâe only efctiu
mneans of enlightening men and delivering
thcmn from spiritual thraldomn, the~ grea, aim of
the Board is to hring) under the power of G;od'-.
irtth the milliont a-id a quarter French-
,p(,ain-peole of the i)ininion, unier tlv. fil,
Ç0'ýition that the highest intcerests of&us,
pe )0l1à and also the future destir.v of ou:
country imperativelv dernatid this at olîr l'înids.

Appropri ate reference was made to the
dcatli of Mr. James Court of Montr-zal, a life-
long frienci and liberai supporter of msin
to the French Canadians. Nir. Arinstront 's
mission tu 13r;tain was spoken of ai ha\ îng
been successf'ul in a inarked degre. Upon
thic %hole the report nuov presented \%as une
of tlue mnost encouragiing- which had eveýr heen
laid upon the table of the General Assernhly.

NIR. WVRIGHT of Stratford nioveci the; adopt-
tion of the report irn a vigorous and cloquent
speech, dwellîng upon the great need for the
wvorlc in %%ich the Board is engaged, and the
prominent position taken in connection with
ir by the Presbyterîan Church in Canada.
MR. DouDÎEr seconded the motion wvith a
brilliant speech. Some people compiained
that there are few visible resuits from tis
French \Vork. He ceuld dispel that mistake.
Taking from bis pucket the roll of member-
ship of luis owîî congregation be exbibited the
naines andthe addresses ofupwardsof one hun-
lindrc1 famnilles. On bis communion coIl theýre
were the naines of i i6 communicants. Ife
liad nine eiders and four managers. [le hiad
thirty baptilsms during the yeair. Besîdes bis
congregation, there were four or five other
French Protestant Churches in Montreal, ail
in a flourishing, condition. Thi-, lie tlioiight
entitled thcmr to dlaim at least a certain
amnount of ",,isibility." M r. Doudiet gave
soînie very interesting illus;trationisof bis own
încethod of working andi of the difficulties and
d iscourag'ement thely had to contenci with.
PROFESSOR COUSSIRAT Of MNontrcal mnade a
brief address with his accustomeci rniodesty
and gracefuiness. It iwas a urique thîng that
the l>resbyterian Church had undertaken to
educate nhissionaries for the French %vurk in
their owvn language, arid it was very iîr'por-
tant, because they could flot expect t.. bringr
missionaries frorn France. The guod ones,
the people in France wvanied to keep at bomne,
and the bad ories, thcy didi fot ivant In Canada.
'l'le mwurk in France bad inany attractions.
1t %vas pîcasant to speak to large anîd s% ipa-
tetic co,,,,regaltions, it was iîot su) plea*sant

herc io go out intu) thu mission fields s;pctkingy
to sînail asscemblag es Nvi tii the idea duiat the
,great masiýs of the people araund you regarded
you as a"turfi-coat.' He was more and more
convinceci tliat thc strength of this French
%vork iay in haigthoroughly educated and
coinpetent miss.,ona-.ies. Suchi men wotild al-
ways cominaîd respect. lTme wnrk to be suc-
cessful must l)e carried on în the spirit of !ove
to, tue Roman Cathulics. They arc our ne;gh-
bours and fcllo'v-ci1îzens,ý At the same time
ilic-v ratî-4- be f.ilthlui and vigilant. The
lveints by whoin tbev mverc sirrnunded wert
e. cr n the aient . if WVe do flot stîccecd inh (les-
tro% ing tlîeir s.tcn of error amnd sup)er-titiIon,

Jeîiim vli destroy us.
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