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.status,confine their menibership to the laity.
-Rothî may be riglit, accordingîto the views
theymay lîold as to the proper signification
of the scriptural terni Presbuteros. Prac-
tically, however, on the principle of lethe
selection, of the fittest," the theoretical
,parily in meetings of this kind ieshort-lived,
for the good reason that sooner or Iater the
.ascendency of the clergy is simply inevit-
able, as the history of many so-called Lay
Associations abundantly proves. Jlaving
said this much, however, we have no fault
to flnd with arrangements that suit the
parties concerned, stili less to argue on a
.question that in,!olves points on which the
profoundent theologians have as yet been
unabie to agree. The flrst meeting of the
Halifax "eEiders Association " for this
winter wag i eld in Ohalmer's Church there
on the I4tli of December. After tea, served
in the Session HoLise, the meeting -%vas or-
*ganzed in the church, the pastor presiding.

A.ter devotional services, addresses were de-
livered by Mini8ters and Lay-!Dlders, on
,the Synod's Scheme for securing a newv
Building and an Endowvment Fund for the
Theological Hall. Its vital importance ta
the churcli at large was clearly shewvn, and
,explanations were given of theplans adopted
for carryingf out the Synod's view's. $30,000
are expected froni the Presbytery of Halifax,
and two, thirds of this csum froin the city.
elThe whole proceedings," we are informed,
"cwere pleasnt and profitable, and calcul-
ated to recommend tE formation of such
associations to other comnnunities in the
church."'

el The .Montreal Eiders and Deacons
Evangelical Union," also resumed its
monthly meetings for the season in the end
,of December. iJomposed, as its name m

p lies, of repreaentatives of other churches,
aeides the Preabyterian, its deliberations

necessarily assume a some-xlhat more
general character. .At a meeting of the
association held in St. Paul's Church, on
the l5th January, elthe moral influenee of
the Theatre " formeà the subjeot of a long
and exhaustive discussion. The meeting
,was unanimoîîs, and very decided, in the
expreission, of its opinion,"l that the theatre,
taken as a whole, and as it is, ought to, be
.discountenanced by professing c bristians.
ln iteelf being both unsatisfactory au un-

satsfyn~,itwas pronounced to be perni-
cmous in its tendency, and to involve a waste
,of tume and money." At the niext meeting
of the association thie subject of rational

amusements and recreations for the young
wvill be considered.

CauRcat EXTENSION SooîETgs.-Thiese,
too, are hegfinin gto makze their influence
felt in the Clîurèh . In Montreal and To-
ronto ground lias been broken. In spite of
the <'too-maiiy-Ch)urclies3-already" cry that
reverberates froni every up- town Street cor-
ner, le Let the rich build as many churches
for theniselves as tlîey may-" is echoed back,
elthe poor shaîl have a share of thern also, 11
So, Brockton Church lias been built and de-
dicated for the %vorship of God, in a wes-
tern 8ub.urb of Toronto and, wvith prudent
forethoughit, sites have been secured for
other churches in the outskcirts of that city.
Taylor's congregation lias been organ ized in
tlîe east of Montreal, and active mneasures,
are ini progre8s for the erection of a churcli
in tlîat populous and neglected Iocality-a
terra incognita, alniost, to nîany denizens
of tle West End.

TuE FRrNcii EVÀNOELIZATION goes on
apace. A commodious and comfortable
uewv church, seated for 600 persons, vas,
opened izndermostauspicious circunistances
in tlîe centre of a large Frenchi Roman
Cathiolic population, on Sabbath, the 14th
Jantiary. Not to speak of the n'orning ser-
vice-when Dr. Robb, of Toronto, preached
to a full bouse, nor of the afternoon s3ervice,
when Principal MacVicar, and Dr. Jenkins,
and Mr. Camipbell, and Father Ohiniquy ad-
dressed a vast audierice-the eveningr ser-
vices were conducted by Mr. Chinîquy to
an overflowing French congregation, in
tlieir oivn ]anguage, and were li-stened to,
with devout attention. And on a subsequent
week-day evening, the lîouse was packed to,
its utiiost capaoity. At ail the services the
most perfect order wvas maintained.

THiE MOST GENER0oUS CONTRIBUTIOX yet
given iii aid of tlîe French Evangelization
must be allowed to be that of the St. Gabriel
congregation, Montreal, who, at the solîci-
tation of the Board, have consented to give
leave of absence to their minister for six
nionths in order that he miglit proceed to
Britain to, make known to Christian people
on the other aide of the sen, the nature and
progress of thîis great work. ' Mr. Camnpbell
sailed froin Halitax on the 2lst ultimo. The
leave-taking with his congre&ationa was a
genuine ovation. Thýv sent him away with
a light heart and a weli-flled purse, and lie
will be followed witb. the prayers of znany
that hie may have a prosperons journey and
a sale return.

TErE SÂBBATII SOHooL Association of Mon-
treal now comprises seyenteen sehools
having 346 "echers, and 2790 scholara oa


