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AGRICULTURAL REVIEW.

useless, as none but powerful agents have
the slightest chance of acting in time to
avoid the usual results. Aconite, a valuable
remedy in all inflammatory attacks, is the
only one, perhaps, that can with confidence
be suggested for these cases; and if em-
ployed when the first appearances of un-
casiness are secn, its effects are marvellously
rapid. In Europe, Fleming’s tincture of
aconite is mostly used, and the dose care-
fully apportioned. The most simple course
is to put one drachm into a pint bottle, fill
up with pure water, and give a small table
spoontul, say three times in the course of
two hours, or cven every half hour, until a
quiet condition follows, after which an oc-
casion 1 dose will suffice to keep up the se-
dative offect ; a single dose has often arrested
the ex-itement at once; and since in very
deeid. i cases not more than two Wouid be
neces ry to produce a marked sedative ac-
tion. During the treatment, the ewe should
be housed and kept warm, dry and particu-
larly quiet. Sheep are especially sensitive
to interference, and, at the last gasp, will
struggle to escape the touch of a stranger.

Unnecessary violence is a fruitful source
of loss among ewes.  When unmistakeable
symptows of lambing are ohserved, the ewe
should be éarcfully watched, but not inter-
fered with. as the possibility is that nature
will finish her work without extra aid,
which, when prematurely aud inj ariously
rendered, will be surc to do harm, some-
times to a fatal degree. If, however, after
a reasonable time, no advance of the factus
takes place, the shepherd may carefully ex-
amine its position, and if all be right, leave
matters alone; if the mother be exhausted,
or the fwtus wrongly presented, judicious
assistance is then indispensable. But this
should be done with much care, with a view
to aid, rather than force, nature, and every-
thing approaching to violence (so often fatal)
should be studiously avoided.

Inversion of the womb, generally pro-
duced by straining, sometimes by unskiiful
handling, is occasionally fatal, and always
permanently injurious to the animal, espe-
cially for breeding. ‘The protruding viscus
should be carefully cleaned and returned,
the animal’s hinder parts being subsequent-
ly propped up, to facilitate its retention,
and a dose of the aconite mixture will
usually prevent a rceurrence of the strain-
ing efforts. Where the womb is obstinately
cverted again and again, a strong suture is
sometimes placed across the external open-
ing, with success; or in the cvent of this

failing, a ligature may be placed round the
neck of the organ, close to the quarter, and
the protruding part excised. This operation
is often successfully performed, although
there is more reason to fear the result of
inflammation after exeision, than difficulty
in returning the uterus to its situation
again. Ewes that survive these opera-
tions should be at once fattened for the
butcher.

After delivery has been cffected, and the
ewe is apparently doing well, there are oc-
casionally some minor difficulties to be sur-
mounted. Among them are swelling and
hardening of the udder, with the formation
of abscess. This disease often occurs in
cold, wet seasons, and though scemingly of
trifling importance at first, a considerable

{ number of animals die from the irritation,

and many are very scriously injured. At
the commencement, when the swelling is
first observed, the shepherd should apply
fomentations; the animal suffering should
be placed under shelter, and have plenty of
dry straw to lie on; a small dose of Kpsom
salts (one ounce) may be given, and as soon
as the swolling and heat have subsided, a
little stimulant may be used with friction ;
an ointment composed of iodide of potassiuin
with twelve parts of lard, is very good for
the purpose. If the sheep be suffered to
remain on the cold, damp soil, the circula-
tion in the gland is ultimately arrested, and
the part becomes a dead mass, that rots by
degrees away, gradually impregnating the
system with a quantity of decomposed
matter. In such cases, a free dissection of
the diseased part is the only course that
promises a chance of success; most com-
monly, however, the subject sinks, from the
weakness engendered by the combined ir-
ritation and poisonous influence of the dis-
cased organ.

A successful lambing season, in a great
measure depends upon 2 properly construet-
ed, well defended ewe pen, a sufficient
quantity of nutritious fo0d. and, above all,
a careful shepherd, well acquainted with
his duties, and conscientiously desirous of
performing them—-one who will wateh for
symptoms of a possible mischief, and hasten
to repair it, who is scrupulously cleanly,
and light and tender in his touch in render-
ing needful assistance. Furnish such a man
with a bottle of aconite mixture, material
for gruel, a fow simple comforts, and faei-
lities for heating abundance of water, and
there will be no need to apprehend-—adverse
circumstances out of the question—any



