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EVENING IN MUSKOKA.

Like slirouded stars w~itlîin a slbroudcd sky
'l'lie les lie uiioii the lonely lake
And glcain aniong the rushes. Sloiwly break
'ibe last faint dying flashes from n bib.
Arounid the island lies a purpie ýlieen
0f rnisîý and î'miligbit foldiiîg it froin view,
Wblile far witlini the narrows, passing througli,
'l'lie shadowy glimmiier of a sail is scen.

A kingtfisticr, blhruli chaxterrng, swiftly flics
Far downi the lake more loncly biaunts to seck
'l'lie nighit widfrin the deepeiîing badovs risc,
And wblispcr slunber songs that softly creep
Froîn point to point, until the eho (lies
Far o'er the lake, and nrnglt folds il in s1eep.

STUAîRT II.îvîxc.srx

HOW, WHEN, WHERE, AND WHY WE GOT
OUR BIBLE.

Onîe of tbose nen, ivbio were bitterly opposcd to tbe
îicw lawv of love to otliers wilîi Christ liad tauglit, %%las
Valcaitinuls. lie secilns to liave beeîî %vliat WC should
îiow calI an erratic genius. A ernzjmg is a mn wilîo
shews a vcry special ah)ility in an>' sîiecial work ; and
crra(ic îîîcaîîs erriîîg or wandering. So tliat wlîeî 1 sa>'
that Valeitinus ivas anl erratic geiuis, I unecan tlhat lie
vias a very clcver mnan, l)ut bis clevernless ias ilot ap-
plicd ini a direction wbich would do "ood to lus fcllow

AhI nien at the tii of Christ wverc expectiîîg thie
Messiali to aplîcar. Whien the Messiali did appear tipoul
dt tarth, vcry feNv bellieved it possible. valeniiîus
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sboived bis c/everness in working otit a great thecory or
plan of il lie consýidercd necessary to happen belore the
iMessiali could ap)pear. Ile showed bis erriuç or -wan-
de'rin.g by taking ail that trouble for nothiîîg, for no
good to any one. For the NMessi.tli ad alrcady ap-
1)eared. Nevertlieless lie wrote a recmarkable book to
explain bis ideas of the MeIssiai lie expected. Now
wblen 1 said last week that ive should sec liow the
actions of thtese mcen miade the Gospels shine brighiter
and brigbitcr, 1 just mneant that ini this 1book by
\'alentinus we ind such expressions as, "'l'lic Wýord,"
"''le On1l egotteni," " T e eenier," 'le Coin-

fortcr," "'«Te l'uh"" Grace. " These expressions bear
sucbi a striking resemiblance to St. John's Gospel
tliat %ve are forced to behieve thev mnust have
becu copicd froi it. So duit wlîile Valentinus% fancicd
lie wvas going to destroy the new law% of love, by building
up a vcry finle dreain of whiat the master of tbat law
should bc wvlien lie cinie down to the carth, lie added
one of the stroîîgest proofs %ve possess tuat thec Messiali
înust alrcady have coîne, whiî be quoted the expres-
sionîs wbich above ail othiers were I)ecuiliar to thîe lan.
gUage of the 'Messiah. In thîls way, \Taleîîîilus got
biînself imîto iviat we cati a di/lemma. A dileinînai is a
position froin wbicli one can't iniove cither forward or
backward ivithout the risk of injuring inîiseif. Valcn-
tinus couid flot go on1 to plo"e that the Messiabi lad not
coulc wibhout adinitting that the %vords lic iîsed wcre the
words spoken b>' the MNessiiah ; and -lie couil not go
back to prove wilcre lic had got tiiese Nyordk, wiliolit al
the sainle tinie giving up forever bis finle fanciful thecories
or the 'Mcssiab tbiat lic thougbit ivas still to corne.

SUGARING OUT LONG AGO.

~biîtbc spring suins and the rnild rains banto
tell upon thîe sniow, our fariners took a look througébI thecir
barils repiiring and rcplacing wbat %vas required for thec
sugmr season. Tlie big sleigh, with the fluvourite horse,
wais turtied out, and a.11ilpiled in-a large cask to iold
thc sap ; buckcets to bang on the trees ; a tin basin with
a long, bandle to bale ini the sap) ; another to skimi the

lud;a hioîne-made shiovel cut out of a piece of tituber
a long strong p)oker, nmade of a piece of beccb ; an auger
and a large iron gouge, and the ncver-failing hiatchet.

Off they went, thc finle fresbi air lending a sinile to
their rosy faces, and the prospect of sprintg 11hro\inlg a1
new lifé over aIl nature arotund.

'l'lie wcantber is just the very thing -warni stunny days
after frosty nigbits. It is dieu thec sap) commennces to
floi', Wlben the nigbits are înild the salp stops ; but a
sîlari) frost and a brigblt suin will keep) it ruînning day and

rilc whitc îîîap11le -ives miore Uîi the black, anîd uhere
is more sugar ini its sal) ; but it is not so coinnon ini otur
suga1ries. 'l'le butternut too will .ive suigar iin its sap),
and the birchi gives a sap froni whicbi %e get good vine-
gar, and possibly sugar if ive tried. 'l'lie sap) of thie
birch lias a peculiar charactcristic. ýllberevcr it flows it
leaves a substance like fuingus whicli is ver>' stick>', and
whicli is a sure resort for insects. Somectimies i. niay be
seen trickling out of trees wvilîi have been fcllcd duriîîg
the %',initer.

%Ve get suigar frorn the cane and the beet, as well as
fron the inapte and othier trees ; but ini itsclf it is the
saine ini ail cases. Indecd sugar iay I>e found ini very
înany nenîlbers of Uhc v'cgctable kingdoîn %wbc:e it is îlot
susp;ccd to exist, and even ini sonie aulnial substances.

11o


