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BRITISH COLUMBIA,

tThis departinent i« inehange nf B F Gosuell, wha e
Ppermanentiy eipsaged as a regalar member of Tk Cowe
Whke AL stafl, 1o ropresent this foarnalin British Colnmbia
Parties fn Brl’llwh('r-lmm,ia who wish to communicate i
amy wad with thic paper, may apphy directly to Mr
Gosiell, at Vancoy et}

Business remains much the same as nsnal,
Thero is a qyuict ia most lincs.

It has veen reported that the smelter plant at
Vancouver was purchased and was to be ship.
ped to the interior and put in operation there,
but so far as known there is nothing deSnite
known us to negotiations pending, being com.
pleted.  Another report says that an offer has
been wmade for the smelting of ores on the
ground.  And still another report has it that
the land has been bonded by the Great North-
ern railway tor terminal facilitics.

The British Columbia sugar refinery starts
Jav 4 agaio after being closed a wedk for re-
pairs.

Apropos of railway matters, it is reported ul
logedly, on the authority of a C. P'.R. oflicial,
that a raitway from Revels.oke down the Col:
umbia river to connect with the Columbia &
Kootenny railway and Sproat's Landing will
be commenced shorily.  Operations are also
said to be about to beging on the Chilliwhack
railway,

The Pitt River Doedging Co. is about to con-
struct another large dredge to accelerato the
work now under way. A large steam scow {o
carry a pile diiver and haul wood, ete., isabont
completed aud operations on a larger seale than
at first auticipated will be gone on with in the
spring.  The work so far has progressed very
favorably and the ficst tract of land will soon
be saclosed with adykeaad pumping commence
as soon after as practicable.  The dyking of
overflowed land by means of dredges so long
overlooked, i3 attractiog gencral attention now
that it has been faicly ivaugurated. The high
water last year did considerable damage to the
dykes on the lower Fraser, and now the maui
ctpality of Richmond is likely to take hold of
the enterprise of dyking with vigor aud replace
the present dykes with more substantial vnes
on a comprehensive scale.  The muoicipality
of Richmoud is doing a great deal of good work

just now ia tha way of improving its roads and
conscquently its commusnication with the cities
of Vaucouver and Westminster.

Report has it also that the C. P. R. Co. will
bui'd marine shops at Vancouver next summer,
and make it the head quarters of their Pacific
steamship lines, and that a move will be made
in the direction of establishing a» Australian
lige.

R. P. Rithet & Co., have deposited with the
department of public works, Oitawa, therr
plaus for the improvement of Victoria harbor,
und preparations ave beivg made for a more ex
tended shipping trade, a considerable independ
ent husiness Dbaving been already doue there
with the Urient during the past scason,

The Vancouver foundry and machine works,
pending important changes which are likely
to place it on a more comprehensive basis,
has closed down temporarily and transferred
several Jarge contracts to the British Columbia
ifron works.

During the past week the Eliza Edwards re-
turned from an experimental trip up the coast
in quest of halibut, Cap: McKeozie in com-
maod. It will be remembered that the Eliza
Edwards was one of the sealing schooners fitted

it v | mr———. Ao i

- — — —

out in Vancouver laat year, and is just now
being utilized for other purposes in the abience
of tho privilege of catching seals in Behring
sca.  She had two tons and a half of fine fiesh
halibut ravging from $0 to 200 lbs in weight.
‘These were all caught in a few hours after a
long and somewhat stormy voyage, 'The
Eliza Kdwards went as far noith as Al
aska and along the coast of Queon Churr
lotto’s Islands. .\ nother trip is decided upon
and she returns this weck., The gravamen of
the hulibut problem is uwow to discover the
winter feediag grounds. The (uestion of an
oxtensive markot seems to be one upon which
there is little or no doubt. \Vhen in Now York
recently, the writcr paid a visit to Fulton mar-
ket and found a coudition of things somowhat

L adv erse to the trade in Britiah Columbia fish,

The ecastern tish business is largely in the
hands of a combine which will not handle Brit-
ish Columbia salmon or halibut aud discourages
211 attempts in the interesta of certain sources
of supply. 'L'hereare, however, n few indepeu-
deat dealers outside of the combine that would
be willing to undertake it in order to build upa
trade in that line. They recogaiz: the supor-
ior quality of our fish, and aro appuarestly
anxious, if a supply could be guaranteed to
haadle halibut. It only rcquires to create a
strong financial interest in New York and the
castery cities to back our fish to suceressfully
combat the combine that controls Fulton and
similar markets.  The first duty, however, to
perform is to ‘ind the fish and regulate the
supply.

Some excitement has -been occasioned in the
vicinity of Mission by the alleged discovery of
minerals in that scction, some quite ncar the
townsite. A number of claims have been re-
corded.

Last week the Colonix issued its loug expec-
ted Ilustrated Victorin, a work which was
brought ont under the auspices of the city and
of which a very large number of copies have
been printed. It contains about o hundred
very fiae photo gravare illustrations of the
city and vicinity, with a clearly and conciscly
written le* ter press  Typographically it is a
success and iu other respects well demoaostrates
the resources and attractions of the Queen City
and the province of which it is the capital,

Mr. Losee’s new shingle mill, Vietoria, with
a capacity of 63,000 a day has starved opera-
tions.

Municipal matters ate gradually acquiring a
fever heat. Io Vancouverit is deve'oping iuto
a g.raight dewd 1ssuc of Coalton vs Uppenheimer
and Messrs. Carroll aud Cope for mayor,
and the aldermen  will be  electud
on the ey of * who s Kking. *
Nothing has developed iv \ictoria of material
interest. The report of the Royal Commission
now investigating civic aifairs will be waited
for witn interest, but s not likely to be made
public in time to influence clections,

VARKET REPORTS,
Vauncouver, Jan, 4,

A good deal of duiry butter is now on the
market and sales arc rather stow. Prices are
quoted at 20 to 22¢ according to quality and
size of lots.  Good creamery is in good supply
and although there is not much demand
pricesave firm at 274 and 29¢.  There is little
or no fresh ranch butzer on the market. There
are good stocks of cheese and consideriag the
state of the eastern wiarkets prices are low at

124 to 13e.  Eastern cheeso could not be laid
down at the prices, but shipments of Manitoba
cheese account for the large stock and the quo
tations.

Eastern limed oggs are from 20 to 22
Stocks are not heavy at present, but prices are
not likely to advance the dealers say. Quota-
tions in fresh castern, which are coming in now
areat 24 to 26:. Prices, howaever, are yet a
little uncestain.

Oaions are very peutiful at $1 to S1.G0 por
ewt., with no pospeet of an advance. Not.
withstanding the talk among fariners of short
crops, potatoes scet to be quite plentiful and
as yet no appreciation iu quotations appears.
The potatoes, however, are not keoping woll,
rot being prevalent aed it is difficult to say
how the supply will hold out. Quotations are:
Lower Fraser, 815 per ton; Chilliwhack, and
Island, $16 to $17 ; Ashcoft, $20. Turnips are
83 on the bank of the river or $10 dolivered
per ton.

Meats are on the decline, and stocks are
heavy. Quotations are: large hams, 13¢;
medium, 133c; breakfast bacon, 13 to 13)e;
backs, 12} to 13¢; short rolls, 11 to 1lic; long
clear dry salt, 10} to llc; shoulders, 10jc.
Retall men through the agents of castern firms
are pooling and buying by car load lots at ¢
Yess than prices quoted above.

Riverside oranges, scedlings, are quoted at
$3.50; pavels, 85; lemons, $53.50 to $3.75; Jap-
anes oranges, 73¢ to $1.  Grapes ave about out
of the market and stock inferior. The few
peaches coming in are trashy with no demard.
Oregon apples are quoted at $1.15 to $1.23 per
box; British Columbia apples, §1 to $L.10;
eastern apples, 33 t0 83,50 bbl, Thereare n good
many eastern apples in the market and t'r.\e
higher price are of fine quality. Pearsare$lto
$1.25; tomatoes, Sl to $125. New Canadian
evaporated apples are quoted at 10 to llc per
poand.

The British Columbia sugar refinery has
raised the price of granulated sugar to eold
figures. The market is slightly fluctuating and
disturbed, owing to the recent cuts, but the
prospects for steady quotations ure better.

Local preserved fruit, put up ta Victoria, in
glass jars, 1§ pound sizes, are quoted at §3 per
dozen; 3 pounds, 5 per dozen. These include
apeicot, peach, plums, cte.

Prices of flour seems to have a downward
teadency, although dealers say that prices are
aut of sympathy with those of wheat and should
be higher, There is no chavge in local or
Oregon stock. Quotationsare: The Columbia
Flouring Mills, for Enderby flour in car load

| lots, piemier, £5.60; X\X, $530; strong

bakers’ ov XX, 85; superfine, $4. Qaotations
to the trade are - Delta, Victoria mills,
§5.50; lion, do, $5.50. Premier, llnderby
milts, $3.83; XXX, do, $3.63; XX, do, $3.25
to 85.50; superfine, do, $4.25 to $L.50. Ogil-
vie's Hungariaa, $£6; do, strong bakera’, §3.75;
snowflake, §6.23; Portland roller, $6.25; royal,
£6; Oregon superfine, $4.25.

Wheat, per ton, $40 to $15; oats, §23 to 335;
oil cake meal, $32.50 to 53; chop feed, $33 to
§35; shorts, $28 to $30; Lran, 26 to 27.50;
National mills oatineal, 83.50; Califoraia, do,
§1.33; Cualifornia volled oats, $3.75 to $4; corn-
mesl, §3 to 83.25; cracked corn, per ton, $45
to 839; hay, per tom, $18 to §20; straw, per
bale $1 to $1.23.
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