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The Comte de Paris® History.*

1o the enterpuse of Mes rs. Joe. H, Coa
tes and Co , of Phuladelphia, we nre indebted
for the reproduction in an English dress of
the Ilistory of the Civil War in America by
the Comte do Paris, heir to the ttrone of
France in the Orleans line, and aido do camp
to Genceral McClellan during tho early days
of our civil war. A porusal of this history is
abundant refutation, so far as s authoris
concerned, of thie assertion that the Bour-
bons neither learn anything or forget any-
thing. It shows n every page the liberaliz-
ing influence of study, travel aml gontact
with fice institutions upon the intelligent
mind of » member of that royal race which
in its other branches has bLeen identified

with the pr:nciples of absolutism and the
mediwval claims ot the diviue sight, ard 1

is no small tribute to the manly spirit of the
Comte do Paris that, unlike his kinsman,
the Comte de Chambord, he should bave re-
fused all claim to distinction, other than
that which rests upon what he has himself
accompliskied which is worthy of mon's ra-
cogmtion and respect. Led by an instinc-
tive sympathy with our aspiration for unity
and freedom which did equal boanor to his
head and heart, ho sought service under our
flag at the outbreak of the rebellion, and in
‘ns own persop and that of his kinsmen, the
Ducde Chartres and the Prince de.Jomyille,
revived those traditions of French friendship
toward this country which not even the un-
friendly intrigues of a Napoleonic usurper
could make us forget. As tho author of this
history, the Comte de Patis has established
a new claim to our respect anl esteen:.
Written throughout in a spirit of esrnest,
not to sy enthusiastic sympathy with the
cause for which he cantended, it will jerve
to maks better known to France and to
Lurope the true character, extent and ani
mus of that great contest, which in its suc-
cessful result bas established Amerionn uunity
upon the abiding foundation of liberty.

s Much wasseid in France about the Amer-
ican civil war,” the author tells us in his
preface, ‘“solong asit lasted But theduata
necessary to a full understan {ing of it in all
its phnses, and to follow it in details, were

then wanting. Since that time publio atten- J

tion has been diverted by the events that
have transpired in Eurove. Nevortheless,
this war of the New Worla may be useful to
study, even after those of which our contin-
ent hus been the theatre in 1866 and 1870.
At a time when work and self possession
constitute a duty for all, no page of coutem
porapeous military history should be neg
lected, Hlaving been sympathetically 10-
ceived 1n the armies of the young Republic
which remembers the support given by
Franco to the carlydefenders of ils indepen
dence, and has pot failed to place the name
of Bourbon amoag those who are to perpeta-
ate the memory of it on 1t8 soil, it has been
the wish of tho author to present a token of
gratitude to his late cowmpanions in arms.™

We can assure Ciaptiuin Louis d'Orleans
that this tribute will be received in the
spirit in which it is offered, and that his
history will findan honored place by theside
ot cotemporary histories of the war, inciud-
ing the memoirs of our own Sherman. In its
French original the four volumes thus far
published ara already known to a liled
number of Awmerican oflicers, and we have
heretofore referred to them on several oc-
casions asd have translated ooe chapter tor

* History of the Civil War in America. By the
Comtna o> Paris; traslated. waith the approval
of the author, by 1ows F. Tasistro, Edited by
Henry Coppee, LL.D. Volume [, Philadelphia;
Jos. §1, Coates and Co, 1575,

the Army and Navy Journal. In the transla-
tion of Messrs. Coates and Co, it will se-
curo & much wider circle of roaders, who
will value it not only because of the intrinsio
interest of the natrative, butl as a record of
tho impreseions and obscrvations ol the
working of our institutions under tho strain
of war by so csapable and fair minded a
foreign observer. 1t is philosophical genor-
alization than in military criticism  As P'ro-
fossor Coppte says in bis preface- ‘e has
produced a book displaying careful research,
cool judgient,and a mamfest purpose to bo
just to all. It is vigorous iun style, scholarly
withont a touch of pedantry ; his battle pic

tures are effective from their great simpli-
city ; t! 2 battle fights itself under the read

er's eye. So varied and skilful ie the hand-
hing of the narrative that the interest does
not flag for a moment, even when he deals
with 1y statintica, In ularge snd philosop-
bic view of American institutions he has
rivatled De Tocquerille.”

THE AMBRICAN

I'he four voiumes already publisbed in
France bring the bistory down to the battle
of Fredericksburg in militsry operation, to
the foundering of the original Monitor en
route to Charleston in the naval, and to the
Lwmancipation Proclamation in the political
history of the war; that is to gay, to the end
of 1852, They inoiude 12 books and 33 ohap
ters. Of these the first five books and
twenty one chapters are included in the vol-
ume thus far published in Pbiladeiphia, the
remsinder bcing reserved for the second
volume, which is shortly 1o appear. Book I.
of the American translation covers the his-
tory of the American Army previous to the
robellion, including a sketch of the Ameri-
can volunteers of the last century, the rise
of the Regular Army and the influence of
the Military Academy, the war with Mexico
and tho experience of our Army among the
Indians, The sscond chapter of his book,
that upon the Regular Army, was translated
for the Journal and published in our issue
of March 2Ist 1874, a synopsis of the fifth
chapter, upon the American Ariny among
the Indians, appearing the week following.
In the cbapter on the volunteeis of the
eighteenth century the fact is noted that it
was against the soldiers of Franee ““iu the
Soven Years' War that tho American vol-
,unteers, then composing the militia of an
| English colony, made their debut in arms.”

This fact, it ie added, ‘‘may be recalled to
mind not only without bitterness, since,
1Hleaven be praised | the flag of the United
States, since it has been afloat, has never
been found opposed to that of France on the
field of battle, but also as a remembrance
constituting an additional tie botween them
and us. For, during the unequal struggle
which decided the owaership of the new
continent, these contending with the band-
ful of heroic men who defended our empire
beyond the se.s in s«pite of a forgetful
country. The soldiers of the war of inde
pendence were formed in thatschool- Mont-
calm, even more than Wolfe, was the in-
structor of those adversaries who very soon
undertuok to avenge him. It was wlile
endeavoring to supplant the French on the
( borders of the Ohiv, by long and frequently
disastrous expeditions, that the fouunders
of the Americin nation gave the first ndi
lcations of that indelatigable energy whichin
; the end triuoped over every obstacle. [t
"was the example of tho defenders of Fort
Carillon, in holding an English army in
,check from behind n miserable brestwork,
which inspired at a later period the combat-
ants of Bunker Hill. It was the surrender,
of Washington at Fort Neces:ity, and the

VOLUNTGERS.

disaster of Braddock at Fort Duquesne,
which taught the futuro conquerors of Sara
toga how, in those wild countries, to embar
rass the march of a emony, to cut offhis sup
plies, to neutralizo his adyantnges, uatil, at
last, bo was eithor captured or annihilated.

“The Kedoral volunteer, with his pecu,
liarities and bis defects, is the direot heir of
thoso Conlinenials. they, who, diffioult to
manage, badly organized, and almost alway,
beaten notwithstanding their personal cour
age, ended, navertheless, by defeating the
Eopglish logions These volunteors were i
defatigable workers; with pick and axen
hand, at the sieges of Bostonand Yorktown,
liko those volunteers swho, in the course of
four years, covored America with fortifica
tions and trenches, but, at the same time:
easily diseoncerted whean they felt or fancied
themselves surprised by a flank novement,
as at Brandywino and Germantown ; difficult
toiead to the atwack of a strong position,
and forgetful of tho principle, that therois
less danger in rushin,, upon an enemy than
in 1ecciving bis fire without stirring. They
would then quickly become disorganized,
and, more wonderful still, would recover
their organization with equal promptness,
From their first engagements with the Eng:
lish down to the war which arrayed them
against each other, the American voluntoers
findinga valuable auxiliary in their councry.
covered with forests and interspersed with
swamps, seldom allowed a panie to degener-
ate into a route, and had the great merit of
scarcely ever belioving themselves vanquish:
ed after a defeat.”

RISG OF THE REGULAR ARMT,

The growth of the Regular Army is traced
through its various vicissitudes from the
time when in 1798. Washington found
himself juvested with the new title of Pres:-
dent, and the souanding designation of com:
mander of all the mihitary forces ot the re-
public, wbich amounted in all to just 60y
mevo. Jn 1799, this number had been in-
creased 10 1216 men, one regiment of infan-
try ant} one battalion of artillery, the num-
ber being 1ncreased the following year by
the addilion of a second regiment to 21 &.
*In 1793, it was suddenly raised to 6000
men, to be again reduced in 1796 to 28w
men. The thought of war with France, n
1788, prompted & levy of 13,000 regular
troops. ‘I'wo years after, it was found that,
while tho corps ofofficers was complete,only
3,400 men bad been enlisted: and in 1Su2
this ephemeral army was reduced to the
total of 3,000."

It will be seen that it scarcely desorved
thennme of a regular army. Consequently,
the more Amerio« reliod upon her volunteers
for defence, the moro she neoded a perman
ent school to forth a corps of educated offi-
cers, possessing traditions and a mhitary
spint, and capible of supplying the wants of
an improvised and inexperienced asrmy.
Washington aad felt this need, and desired
to found a Federal school, upon a sufficient:
ly comprehensive basis, in order that it
wight render this important service to the
nation. But his project, destined to be adop:
tod at a later period, was twice rejected, 10
1:93 and in 1796. It was decmed Bufficient
to establish a species of disguised. sghool at
West Pomnt (une espece d ecole deguise) ab
together inwleguate to the wanis -of tbs
couatry, comprising a depot of artiliery and
engmeers, with two professors:and: abont
forty cadets, It was. only in 1813.that the
projact of Washington was takeniup.agaio;
and that the West Point-Academy;;of whith
he was the posthumoue founder;:becasr, it
reality, the nuragry.of:the RegulatArmny..
At that period America Jeargl I8V daat, 107y
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