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percussion—fitted to Shrapnel shell would
result in causing most havos ngainst troops
in the open.

On Wednesday, in » site of the claments,
Major Nicholson, with Major Noble nud
some othier members of the counmittee, {eft
the cunp for the hill country about noon for
tho purpose of prospecting for new ranges,
bmr;cforo very long they wevo all obhiged
to return.  Fho practico on Wednesiday was
a repetition of that of Monday, at a longer
range, namely, 2000} yavds.  T'bo fermation
ans an attacking line of one company rank
entire; nt 250 paces n supportng line ono
company with open files in _ina; and at 350
paces {rom supports the main hine two com*
panies in company quarter column st double
interval,  ‘The order of the day was for cach
battery to lire eighteen rounds of common
shell (powder) percusion (usa; eighteen
rounds Abel's watessshell, percussion fuse ;
cighteen vounds BoxerShrapnel shell, time
fuse; and eighteen rounds Buxer Shyapucd
shiell, percussion juse.  And hero 1 should
mention that although not specitienlly so
stated in my previous lotler, Boxer Shrapnell
shella only have been used in theso expaui
ments, ‘Tho C Battery 253th Brigade, R.A.,
with four 1G*pounier puns, were the lirst
into action, which they did at about 10-30
am. The following is a tabulated stato-
ment of the results of thewr seventy-two
rounds agaiust the dunnmnies at L0000 yard
ran.e:

Hlts,
No. of Row Row Row Total
ds,

&
R’ Projectile. Nol. No2 No3 Ilhy
13 Common shell,pow-
dermorcusslonfum 9 0 0 9
18 Avel’s wator shell,
pereusston fuso.... 8 0 0 S
18 Boxer<Shrapn’lshetl,
LUIMO fUSCeecrnvrerees ST 0 Q 3
13 Ditto,perension fuse 14 0 1} I
2 (1]

These hits represent men only. and unot
the number of wounds caused by bullets or
splinters. Some of the dummies get riddied,
and this not from the same round, the dam.
age beingdone by everal out of tho eightecn
rounds. It therefore follows that if the gaps
{n the rauks were filled up ns soon as m=de,
as they would bo in actual warfare, twe,
three, or even four men more would pro
bubly be sacriticed, nand tho total numhe ot
hits considerably augment=d. After ' » O
Battery had moved off, the 1 Battery & 8.1-
gade ILULA. camo on to the ground with
their six 16-pounder guns, and soon opencd
fire. ‘The results of their practice with
seventy'lvvo rounds at 2000 yards 1s here
tabulated :

Hits,
No.0 How Row Row Total
R'ds, Projoctile. No.l. No.2, No.s iy
18 Commonshcil, pow-
der, percussion fse 4 0 0 91
15 abels water shell,
percussion fuse.... It 2 0 16
1S Boxer-Shcapn’lshell,
LINefuSC eer-vvesees 0 1] 33
1S bito,percussion fuso 13 3 0 ¢l
ks 71

Tho pretice was excellent on the part of
the batteries, and considering the deceptive
appoarance of the ground from the firing
point tho shells were all well planted. It
will bo remembered that the dumpmies nre
on the crest of a hill which sfopes dowa to-
wards the liring poiut, but thero is a ledgo
of table land running in {ront of the targels.
Part of this land, too, is bog, mnto which tho
shells often plunge, the burst the having
littlo if any elfect upon the targots. The
rango party pronounced the practica to bo
decidedly good. Ths operations wora con-
cluded about 3 p.m. Major Nicholson, with
his range-finding party, has been out to-day
laying tho ranges for futuro practice in

a valloy somewhat to tho eastward of
that in which tho present praotico is being
earried out, Thursday was an offday, and
was occupied in plucing the dummice for
Friday’s practice, which will consist in fiting
nt compnetl maeses of troops .

In the general results of the practice on
Thursdnoy and Friday last ns per returns |
posted by tho committee, aro ns follows:—

Jixvringxts, AveustS
BulletsorSplintors, Dircet Hits Total
aun, Through, bo;l;:cd Su("uck. or'Shcll. l'l,t,ls

1¢.pder 12 3

D.pder 21 13 10 3 50

18-p’der 7 3 [ ] 19

J.pider 1t < 9 H 44

1Gp'der O 31 O — 1 Urg

9 pder - - -_— 5 6
Exernriussts, Avcosr G,

18.p'der O 17 13 ] 2

Q-p'der ~— - - { 1

‘The experiments on the 20th elicits the
following notice from our contemporary :

The practice of Friday sot at rest the idea
that tield artitlery was inclfective at  ranges
of 2500 aud 3000 yards, ‘Tho programme
was fromed with the view of ascertaining tho
effeot of vurious proj-ctiles against tha most
recent formations in which infantry will
attuck, The tiring was to bo deliberate, and
at the known ranges cf 3u00 yards and 2500
yards, ‘The batteries wera each to take out
to the firing points 36 rounds common shell,
pownder,percussion fuse ; 36 rounds common
shell, water,percussion fuse; 36 rounds Boxer
Shrapuell shell, time fuse; 36 rounds Boxer
Shrapnell shell, percussion fuse.

‘Thoe targets consisted of wooden dummies
arrsnged to represent a mnin supporting
ling consisting of a half-batialion (400) men
in company quarter column at double inter:
val, They had spaces of two pacas between
the ranks, six paces betwveen companies, and
double interval between files the formation
presenting a frout of SOLt. and o depth of
26ft.  'The C© Battery, 25th Brigede, R.A.,
came fivst into action sbout 10.31) a.n., the
order being that the ammunition should be
dwided between the two ranges—that is, 18
rounds of each class of projectile were to be
fired at eachrange. By soine mistake, how:
over, the battery got off 24 rounds of com
moun shell beforo the error could be correct®
ed. This somewhat astonished the range
party. who, with General Wilmot had taken
up their quarters a short distanca from Lhe
summiit of Yes Tor, and who, after the 18th
round, dropped their baunerrols, and were
about to move to the targets to inspect
them.  The results of this practico is sum -
marised in the following taubulated state*
ment :

No.ofmen hit per Compy.

No. of B . i otal
s, Projectile. No,l. No.2 No.J No.d. 1its,
2¢ Common powder,

shetl,percusion, 10 13 9 1t 16
18 Abel'siwatershel,

percussion...... T 17T 43 s2
15 Boxer - Shrapnel

shest, timo..... L322 22 3 o2 160
18 moxer - Shrapnel

shiell,percussion 20 26 15 St

-— —

8 3

After the C Battery had completed the
serigs. tho E Battery X Brigade Royal Horse
Artillery came into action, and the work
they did was s follows s

Hange, 3000 yards; E Battery,six 9 pounder
guns:

No.ofmeuhit per Compy.

No.of

ota
R'ds. Projectiles. No.l. No.2. No.J. No.i, Eits
3 Cominon powder

she!l percusston 3 (] 2 4 15
18 Abel'swatershell,
15 pcrcus§1’0u ..... i 8 18 12 §

noxer - Shrapne

sholl, time..... 23 2 % 4
13 moxer - Shrapnel

shol,porcussion 4 bl 7 ° »
72 T

in the 16 pounder practico thiere was n
promature burst with a water shell, and
although the Boxer-Shrapnol percussion
shells {oll rather short, they gave very good
resujts.  In 1he 9-pounder practico with
comon percussion shells sevoral went over
and soversl fell short, there being only oune
sholl renlly welt planted in the square, On
tho other hand, with the watershell, gix
splendid hits were made; whi'e with the
tuno fuse the practico was decidedly good.
In comparing the resuits ot tho two batterics
to duy, it should not be forgotien that the
C Battery 25th Brigade had an advantage of
six extra rounds with tho comwmon percuss
sion shell, nor should the tact ever bo lost
sight of that a larger projectile moans an
increased number of bLoth bullots and
splinters,

The experiments were continued on AMon.
day. The new ground was chosen, and the
lino of firo was up the wvalley, from the hot
tom of Belstone Lor. The target conssted
of a row ol dummy skirmishers n hundred
strong, with a pace between each file.  The
supports were two hundred yards in the rear,
with two paces Letween the files, and the
veserves three hundred yards in the rear of
supports, drawn up in three companies, six
paces between the companies. and two paces
between the files. ‘lLhie practico was carried
on by tho Royal HorseAruillery with 9-pound-
ers,  The Battery was supplied with 144
rounds of smtununition, but owing to tho
depth of the colummn, and the rough naturo
of the ground, delay was caused in taking
tho results at each change of position, and
consequently only twenty-four rounds of
Shrapoel shell with percussion fuses, and
soventy-Lwo rounds of shell with gun cotton
bursters were fired. The chtefobject of to-
duy’s practice was to test the ability of a
battery to judge the range with Nolan’s
range-linder, and to ascertain how many
routds could be fired in the least possible
time, time being taken for pointing the guns
with nceuracy, Tho battery changed posstion
eight times, the ranges extending from 1650
yords to 3200 yards.  'Tho practice as viewed
from the battery seemed very good. Firing
did not cease until nearly six p.m.

Furtber expoziments on 20th August gavo
the following results as reported in our con-
temporary of 25th:

*'These experimenls wero resumed yes-
terdny week, the weather proving exception.
ally tine. ‘The heat was very great, and
created o mivage which someshat interfered
with the shooting at the long ranges of 3500
eud 4000 yards. The practice was made as
against cavalry, tho targets presenting a
front 1081t Jong and 9t high, and being ar-
ranged in four division or squadrons, consis*
tiog of two ronks cach. They ‘were placed
on a continuation of the slope of Yes Tor,
towards the soutls west, having to their rear
a deep ravine, through wbich rise Sourton
"Tore. The C-25th Battery camo into action
about oleven o'clock with theirsix 16-pound-
er guns at 4000 yards range. The range
having previously been found by Nolan's
rangesfinder, a salvo of six gLn: was fired
simultaneously, there being no necessity
for wasting a shot in trying the range, Abel's
water-ghells twero fitst used and the first
discharge showed that tho range had been
correctly obtuined. ‘The succeeding twelve
rcunds of water-shell made their mark well
upon the targets, the destruction being
remarkable consideriog the runge. After
the twelve rounds of water shell had been
fired, a salvo of Boxer:Shrapnel percussion.
shelis was discharged, Of these, one shall
penetrated tho first rank of the firat sguad.
ron ; one the third; one fell 38yds. short,



