
The Preabyterian RevIew.
YOUNG PEOPL.E'S SOOIETIES.

ORGCANMtATI0N WORK.

In perruance of the instructions of the Asscmbly's
Committec on Young People's Societies, an effort !ias
bcen made to set in motion machmaacry for the organiza-
tion wvlerc they do not now exi!st. A letter bias becai
lient to eachi of the Presbyterial Conveaiers in the
P'rovinces of Ontario and Quebec. They wvill under-
stand that the lane of action but fortil therein as mereiy
suggestive. Resuits are the primar) consideration;
miethods only secondary ; therefore local circumstances
must largcly determine the course ta be pursued.

Mly abject in this communication is ta appeal to the
friends ol Yjung I>eople's Societies for their co-opera-
tian in the organization of Societies, especially in
missionary territory. Presbyteraal conveners are
expected, of course, to take the initiative in this workc,
but in those Presbyteries where there are many mission
fields they will require much assistance. I trust, there-
fore, that ail the oflicers of Presbyterial unions, ail thc
unions of I'rcsbyterial Committecs as well as ail other
friends of this forward movement wilI rally ta the work
and volunteer ta assist l'resbyterial Conveners. The
aim of the Assenibly's Committee is to have a gaod,
lave society an every cangregatian and mission station
in our church. It this most desirable end is to be
attained, the youiag people and their frierads must be up
and doing. 13y well-directed individual effort the
number af Y'ourg Peoplc:'s Societies mtist be greatly
augmeited wit han the next few months.
Deseronto, Nov. 2nd, 1aS97. WV. S. iNcT,%visaî.

MISSIONARY METHOL'S 0F THE PAPACY.
At p)rcsent, when critics of a certain type are disposed ta

extoil Roman Catholic missions at the expense of Pro-
teSt-antismi, il is ü»PorTalat ihlat %he chrct esi etods oh
Rorne should, bc uiîdcrstood. l3roadiy speaking, the tactics
of lier agents arc the sanie in ail parts of the world. Whcn
a Protestant mission shows sigaîs of succcss, Rome inmc-
diately caîters the saie field, pours her workers into the
district, aiîd shows nîo hesitatioin taking every advantage
shie possibiy can. An E nglishi mission id bee»n settled at
Ugaaada for more than two years befare the farst of tlc Frenchi
prmests appearcd therie, aaîd it wouid aîot be too muca ta,
say that their presence not oiîly stirred up internai strifc
aioag the natives, but seriausly retardcd the pragress
of Christianity. In China the experience lias becti the
sanie. 'lhle Churcli ?%issioiiary Society states tlîat the
succcssful work iu the Ilok-Chiang district attractcd the
attentionî af Rome, aaîd that the priests sent tiiere are seek-
ig out the iaew converts, and attenipting to win tiieni over
belore they have miade aaîy effort to approach the heatiien.
'«liai is going on iii Afraca and an Chutia as bcing repeated
in Iindsa. *Jtae Romaish emissaries are tanîperaaîg with the
nîative Cliristians, and by rciaxt stanidards af discipline, and
by openi and unbiushang bribery, are endeavoriiig to <lraw
tiieui away froni the first teachiers and their carlier failti.
Such ia ethods are p)eifcctly conisstent witlî the systemn and
the jîriticipies of Ronie, but toa rnany p)eople, who. because
they are more ignorant assume that tliey are more laberal
thii those around tlacnîi, fail ta uaîderstaaîd this. A lattie more
kaîowledige would do nîuch ta carrcct illusoiy anîpressaaaîs
and false jtadgiiiits.

'l'le fcllowiaig as one of the autliorized curses published in
the Roinisiî >onific al tai be proiiouniced on iieretics by
Roaaasll priesis -

M«Nay God Aliniglîty and ail lais saints curse tlieni weith
the cuise wiîli wliicli the dcvii aiîd lis aagles are curstd. L.et
tliciai lie destroyed out of the land of the living. Lct the
valesi tif dcathis conie upioa thcain, ind let theni descend alive
auto the pat. Let tueuir secd bce destrayed froin the carili;
loy liiner aaîd iairsi, aiîd iiakediiess, auîd aIl distress. Let
tlacii î>eril. May tic.y have ail aîiisery aaîd pestilence, anîd
tornnent. L.et ail tiiey have lie ctarscd. Always aad every.
wlîere let tiiiî lî r.urscd. Speakiig aaid sulent let tuiai lie
curscd. IVaiiîî anîd withott let tlaciai he curscd. By land aaîd
by sen Ict tliciaî lie hie curs-cd. Frozin tlîe crowaî of ilicir iicad
to, the ol of1 ai hcar toot let thin bc ctarsed. L.et tlicir eyes
bccoaîîc bliiid, let ticir cars beconie deaf, let their a-.outh
hecoiî dunîîh, Ict iicir tangue cleave ta thear jaws, le't îlot
tlicir liands lhaadle, Itt îlot tlicar feet walk. L.et a.il tlîe
nicaîîhcers of the liedy bc curscd. Cursed lct tlaeni lie stanîd-
ing. lyiiig, ironi thas unie borti forever ; and ulaus lct ulacar
caaîdle bc cxtiguislaed an the prescrnce of God at the day of

judgmient. Let tieir burial bc witli dogs and aî,sei. Let
taungry wolves de±vour ttictr corpses. Leut the du'al and luis
angels bc tiîeir coipaaiouis forever. Anaîca, anien ; s0 be
il ; so let it be."'-3fisiioiiury Revie:o if thue llVorld.

SHOOTING STARS.
Few tiîings are mor-;. common that slaootinig stars.

One wlio places hiielf, on a clear, moonless aîiglit, s0
as ta command a %vade expanse of sky, is reasorably
su.re to see one of these briglat svandercrs every fcw
mi.nttps. From a faint flash, like the gieam of a
I ightning bug'* up to a brillaancy equai to that of the

bomb from a Ilroman candle," tlacy exhibit every diegre
of brightness.

\'et, if %ye except the more conspicuaus, most of the
shoating stars are tanseen by people svho are not watca-
ing for thein. And of tiiose wvho uvatch, it is the
practiced observers uvho see the most stars.

Vinding shiing stars is a good deal like furading
four-leafed clovers-practice gives facility and success.

Most people are aware, however, that at certain
trnes af the yEar shooting stars are unusually numerous.
Such times are the imiddle and latter part af Noveiber
and the cvenings about August aoth. At those dates
the stars may be seen b) scores and even, in favorable
years. by hundreds.

\Vhat are they ? In general they may be said to
be smail-very sm-all-bits af matter, the weighit of a
single shooting star averaging, acccrding to the most
reliable estimate, nat more thau ane grain. It is
thought that about one ton, or fourteen million stars,
fait upon the earth every twenty-four liours. Sucli
statements as tiîis iast must, houvevea', be regarded as
the conjectures of men wvhose guessing is bascd upan
careful thought and observation. It is not pretended
thal the figures given are more than rough approximna-
taons. But the fact thiat aur earth draws ta itself so
many of tliese srnall objects helps us ta form a new idea
of at least that portion af space nosv being traversed by
the solar system.

In place of great empty vastnesses, tenantecl only
by the stars and pla nets, wve see how the enorunous
regians are accaapied by the tanthankable nîyriads af
motes, like the specks sometimes seen dancing in a
su nhea m.

Furthur reflection leads us ta conclude that ail are
obedient ta the lawv af gravitation, each tiny particle
moving in its arbit subject ta the samie forces which
contrai the path af planet, of moon and carnet.

Therefore it cornes ta pass that when the earth,
following its preardained journey through space, cames
near one af these littie wanderers, the twa colide.

\Vhen the shooting star encounuters the earth's
atmasphere at is almost instantiy set on lare by the
friction due ta, its enormous velacity, and is quickly
consumied, s0 that only the products of cambusti in
rcach uhe earth's surface. Thus, svhen we se the
shooting star, it is at most nat ta exceed fifty or sixty
miles above the ground.

MNeu.".oric showers, or the occurrence af great num-
bers of shaoting stars wihin a fev hMurs, have been
observed at intervals ever since there were observers.
The records of the manasteries ai early Christian tinies
as weil as tue annais af mare ancient histarians miake
frequent aiid sameimes awed and terrifacd miention of
such events.

0f Inter showers the aîîoýt famous is that af Nov.
121h S3 .It iasted riave or six liaurs and lias heen
described as lookaing lake a faery snow storm. àtany
wlio will perhaps rend this article uvili remnember the
remnarkable shower in November, iS68.

Ta the genius af the late Professor Newton of Yale
University the scientific svorld awes the demonstration
ai the fact that star shouvers are due, farst, ta a cluster
or swarni af these mîinute abjects, mnoving hike a dust.
cloud in an chliptical orbat around the sun ; and, second,
ta the intersection af this orbit by that af the earth.
Evidenuîy when the earth and the nîeteor-cîoud reacli
thiis point af intersection nt nearly the same time the
sky nmust rain shoatang stars. And this ir svhat
happens at somewhat regular intervaîs.

Interesting, too, is the fact that these groups af
metears for the mast part follauv in the path af carnets,
as smail boys iow a lire engine. Yet the analogy is
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