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among the Puritans ; Cromwell and the Ironsides sang it as they1 weat to battc..
In Scotland, with ail the associations that, bave gatbered round it, 1' i8 very dear I&'
the ivbole people ; but it lias not nmade its way elsewhere, and vill nlot be lidopted,
by any other nation. Výery few hynins, not psalms.. were %vritten before the tiîne
of our Isaac Watts. lie is the father of modern hyninology. Ilis nrts we ail
know, and every body of Christians tlîat lias made a bymn book since he wvrote,
has most practically acknowledged. As lýngas tie English langruageis spok-en on
the earth, bis verses wvill ho sung. It is a noble fa:ne ! 1 cann'ot buùt regret, bow-
ever, that -ln his version of tbe Psalms, hie lias allowed lis p inciple of "«acconiodat-
ing tbema to the langunge of the New Testament" to lead bum into suchi extensive
deviations froni tbe original. 1 sometimes profer Johin fious's ruggod rhynies.
The nunibor of psalm and bymn writers since Watts' day is legion, and thii c praiser
is in ail the churcbes. Ilence our diflicuIties about a hvmrn book. Tite oider books,
Tate and Brady, Rlous, and even Watts, are universztlly deeined insufficieit ; the
otber writers bave given us only isùflated bynins ; no autbority bas existed to select
a-ad prescribe a collection ; and thus the niatter bias been left to individual action.
In ail quartons of England, local collections are added to Watts, or supersede hirn
altogetbier. Ilore, we bave Anienican books also; and tbus, we have a miost
extensive varit ty. I bave given out psalms and hymns, froni Canadian Congre-
gational pulpits, froni Watts alone, froni the Scottish Psalrns and Paraîphrases,
fromn the New England ",Watts and Select," froni tbe Lovwer Canada, Union's
"Clurch P:salmody," fronî Watts and tbe Congregational Ilymn Book as a s:ip-

plement, froin Dr. Reed's ",The Hlynn Boo0k," froni the Arnerican New Seliooil
Presbyterian " Chureli Psalmist," froin Nettleton's " Village IIyrnins," and froni
"Wesley's lIynins,> perbaps froni cbers ailso. It is a great, Misfortune tbhi;
there sbould be such diversity. Would it not be a great gain, if ourpipe, go
where they mighit, wvould bave alivays flid the saine bynin book in a CozigYrega.i-
tional churcli? Noiv, can %ve hope for suci a result? I do nlot know aîîy way
in wbicb we are more Iikcly to approach it, tlîan for this body collectively to
recomînend sne one book to the cliorclios, and for its members irndividualI1y ta
use ail their influence in eaciî Iocality in the saine direction, especially in tîe
formation of neiv clitirches. For the sake of so desirable a unif'ormity, %vilI not
-pastors and churclies be %Yilling to sacrifice sometbing of their individual prefer-
onces, if a, docided niajority of their bretbren slîould select sonie otlier book tban
they miglit have taken, if left to thoînselves? As to the unqualified exorcise of
the right of private judgrnent la such a matter, "aUl things are Iii.ful,-" but
are ail tlîings "oexpodient."- But if the reconîmendation of tbe Union is ta be of
auy force, it must ho wisely mnade, and the book they soînet must comme7ul ilseif
to ail hearts as a righit good one, if' not, to evcry person the best. No period bas
presented itseif whlen a cboice couid be madie se well as at the prosent; for tiiere
are books, new and old, ia ample vaniety. If we lot the presont tinie go by, 1
fear it ,vill be too lato, as tlhese book-s -wii have been adopted, one bore and one
thiere, by clîurcbes on the look out, and tben no other cbange oaa be iinade*for

.nay years. If we can now endçarse the book intrinsicaliy best, it may gradually
corne into use throug-hout the whole field.

This subjoot demands theoarnest and carefuil investigation of thebest mon ivo can
appoint to the duty. A bymn book bias to do witb us evory oae, and with ail the
membors uf our churebes and congregations, and this every sabbath, in some cas
every d.y. Itaffects tbiespiritual character of those %% ho use itmost mightily, iani-
foidlv, and unce.isingl-»y. MWe wvant a baok that will teach us how to feel :îriglit
towards God and Cbrist, and the Spirit. tuwards eartb and hoavon, toivards the
churcb and towards the worid,- tlhat ivili encourage no morbid fornas uf religious
sentiment, bot be full of spiritual. life and beaitli ;that ivili show a sinner bowv te
conie to tie Saviour; that wilh express every truc phase of Chiristian experience,
and even correct the faise ; clint wviIl ftirnisi soniething to sing appropriato te
every sermon, to overy turn in a pmayer meeting, to overy special occasion ;that
-%iIl bo the chasen coinpanion of otir cli.set-hours, and1 bc found on every famihy
altar ; tlîat wlvI contain tbe oid bynins around wiiicb bave clustered the iîolynieni-
cries of the past, but nut exclude the newver psalms oftheopreseritday-the hymns o£~


